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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Thischapterpresents:(1)background,(2)problemsoftheresearch,

(3)objectivesoftheresearch,and(4)significanceoftheresearch.

1.1Background

English,agloballanguage,isusedinallaspectsoflifeinevery

countryintheworld.Englishisusedineducation,science,andsocial

sciences.Italsousedinarts,humanities,travel,trade,mediatradeand

popculture.Inconclusion,Englishisveryusefulineducationandother

fields.Harmer(2001)refersEnglishisaworldwidelanguageusedinall

partsoflifesuchasinthearts,sciences,humanities,travelandthesocial

sciences(ascitedinAstrid,2011,p.176).Continuously,Abrar,Mukminin,

Habibi,Asyrafi,Makmur,andMarzulina(2018)assertthatinIndonesia,an

incrediblydiverseandmulticulturalcountry,Englishisregardedasoneof

themostpopularforeignlanguages.ItisinlinetoRichard(2007)stated

thatEnglishisthelanguageofglobalization,internationalcommunication,

commerceandtrademedia,popculture,differentmotivationforlearning,

itcomesintoplaylanguage(ascitedinHerlinaandHolandiyah,2015,p.

107-108).Moreover,Herizal(2018)statesthatasoneoftheinternational

languages,English is studied mostly in allcountries ofthe world.

Therefore,Englishbecomesveryimportanttocommunicatewhenwehave

someinteractionswithothers.Then,Lauder(2008)statesthatEnglishis

widelyrecognizedthatEnglishisimportantforIndonesiaandthereason
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mostfrequentlyputforwardforthisisthatEnglishisaglobalinternational

language.In Indonesia,teaching ofEnglish has become increasingly

importantasaforeignlanguage.Itistaughtinschools,from juniorhigh

schooltoseniorhighschool(ascitedinSaputra&Marzulina,2015,p.1).

Theuseoflanguagemustbeaccompanied byanincreasein

pronunciationbecausepronunciationshouldbemasteredbyeverystudent.

The main branch ofbasic speaking is pronunciation which enhance

instrumentalincommunicating.BeforeEnglishismasteredbystudents,

theirpronunciationshouldbemasteredfirst.ItisheldbySembiringand

Ginting (2016).Theyexplainthattheprimarypurposeoflanguageis

communication,sothatusinglanguagetocommunicatewhichinvolves

pronunciationshouldbecentralinallclassroom languageinstruction.

Dalilan(2010)saidinourdailycommunicationwithotherpeople,weusea

language(ascitedinPutraandMarzulina,2016,p.186).

Inpronunciation,thereareforty-fourphonemesinEnglishwhich

studentsshouldmasterfirst.Thestudentmustbeabletopronounce24

consonantsand 20 vowelsperfectlyeven though theyhavedifferent

backgroundoflanguage.ThestatementaboveissupportedbyO’Connor

(1980)explainsinEnglishhavetwenty-fourconsonantsandtwentyvowels;

thatmeansthereareforty-fourphonemesinEnglishthatlearnersshould

beabletoproducethem astheylearnEnglish.

Burrow (1993) states learning is a process of creating an

environmentthatenablestheprocessoflearning.Learningintermsisthe
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activity ofstudents to interactwith the environmentthatproduces

behavioralchangesthatarerelativelyconstant(ascitedinPurwowidodo,

2016,p.145).PronunciationisoneofthebestskillinlearningEnglish.It

shouldbeunderstoodcompletelybylearners.Further,theunderstanding

oflanguagemustbeconsidered.ItisunderpinnedbyJam,Domakani,and

Kasegari(2014)pronunciationisakeyelementinlearningalanguage

withoutwhichcomprehensionwouldbehindered.Moreover,Sembiring

andGinting(2016)explaininlearningEnglish,pronunciationisoneofthe

skillsthatshouldbemasteredbytheEnglishlanguagelearners.

Pronunciation is the realproblem faced bylearners.Itis not

overlookedbymanypeople.Inparticularly,someerrorsaremadebythem.

Learnersrealizeerrorinpronunciationafteraslistener,theyinteractand

communicateinEnglish.Thisiswhatmustbechangedandimproved.

Otherwise,theywillbecomegraduateswithpoorskillinpronunciationthat

thecompanytakesmostintoworkactivities.AccordingtoSmith(1973),

Bahloul(2007)andJayousi(2011)manystudiesagreedonthefactthat

thefirstmaincauseofspellingerrorswasirregularitiesoftheEnglish

spellingsystem (ascitedinHabibi,Wachyuni,Husni,2017,p.98).Itis

supportedbyShak,Lee,andStephen(2016)graduatesareoftenunfairly

judgedwhentheyfailtoconvinceothersoftheircapabilitiesduetopoor

pronunciationandnothavingthelanguagetoexpressthemselveswell.In

ordertopresentconfidentlytoimpresspotentialemployersorenhance

mobility,itisimportantto improvestudents’pronunciation,especially
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thosewithloworalproficiencylevel.Moreover,itisheldbySajavaaraand

Dufva(2001)explainthatpronunciationerrorsbecomearealproblem

whentheyhaveanimpactonthecomprehensibilityofthemessageor

whentheyirritatethelistener.ItisalsosupportedbyErbay,Kayaoğluand

Önay(2016)assertthatpronunciation isaneglected areain English

languageeducationthroughouttheworld,andthustheareaneedstobe

investigatedsothatinformeddecisionsregardingpronunciationteaching

couldbetaken.

Themaincauseoftheerrorinhavingagoodpronunciationisthe

imperfectconsonantsnotbecausethevowel.ItisclarifiedbyO’Connor

(1980).Ifthevowelsyouuseareimperfectitwillnotpreventyoufrom

beingunderstood,butiftheconsonantsareimperfecttherewillbeagreat

riskofmisunderstanding.

Thereare5typesofconsonant.Oneofthem isstop(plosive)

consonantwhichare/p/,/t/,/k/,/b/,/d/,/g/.Theseconsonantshave

differentplacesofarticulation.Clearly,O’Connor(1980)explainsthat

sometypesofconsonantare:frictionconsonant,stop(plosive)consonant,

nasalconsonant,lateralconsonant,gliding consonant.The place of

articulationofconsonantsare/p/and/b/arebilabial,/t/and/d/are

alveolarand/k/and/g/arevelar.

Plosiveconsonantsmeansstoppingtheairflow completely.Itis

canbevoiceless.ItisheldbyJiang,Chen,andAlwan(2000).Theyclearly
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explainthatplosiveconsonantsareproducedbyfirstformingacomplete

closureinthevocaltractviaaconstrictionattheplaceofarticulation,

duringwhichthereiseithersilenceoralow-frequencyhum.

Usually,errors occurin pronunciation which are the firststep

towardsusingthecorrectlanguage.Errorsinpronunciationaredoneby

tertiarystudentswhentheypresenttheirresultsoftaskinfrontoftheir

friend.ItisunderpinnedbyBustamanteandVidal(2011)stateslearninga

languageisdifficulttoachieveplausiblepronunciationbecauseerroris

normalstepinmasteryaforeignlanguage.Shak,Lee,andStephen(2016)

assertthatfortertiarystudents,making pronunciation errors can be

embarrassing especially when they are often required to make

presentationsandoralreportsinvarioussubjectsinthehighereducation

classroom.

Actually,pronunciationhadasmallportioninthewholecoursesof

undergraduateEnglishstudentsofUINRadenFatahPalembang.Thefact

wasonly2creditsforpronunciationcourseswhichwerepronunciation

andphonology.So,thestudentshadabigproblem to increasetheir

pronunciation.

BasedonmypreliminaryresearchinUINRadenFatahPalembang,I

knew someerrorsinpronouncingEnglishplosiveconsonantbyasking

somestudentsofEnglisheducationstudyprogram aboutEnglishplosive

consonantsounds[p],[t],[k],[b],[d],and[g].Moreover,theyhaddifficulties

inpronouncing[p],[t],and[k]sounds.Ithappenedbecausetheydidnot
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knowhowtopronounce[p],[t],and[k]soundswithaspirationinEnglish.I

foundthatpronunciationerrorswereseriousproblem inEnglishasforeign

language.Itbecameseriousproblem becauseofEnglishsoundsystem

wasdifferentfrom Indonesian.

PronunciationisvitalelementformasteringEnglishtocomplete

theirspeakingskillespeciallyforbachelor’sgraduatewhowanttofinda

jobaswellasforstudentwhowanttogetabetterEnglishskill.However,

therewerestillalotofmispronouncingwordsandtheyshouldhavebeen

ablesolvingproblemsinlearningEnglish.Itencouragedmetomakea

researchonit.Basedonthisfact,Iam interestedinfindingouttheerrors

ofEnglishplosiveconsonant[p,t,k,b,d,g]inpronunciationmadebythe

fifthsemesterstudentsofEnglisheducationstudyprogram UIN Raden

FatahPalembang.
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1.2ProblemsoftheResearch

Basedonthebackground,theresearchproblemswereformulated

inthefollowingquestions:

1.Whatwere English plosive consonanterrors made by the fifth

semesterstudentsofEnglisheducationstudyprogram UIN Raden

FatahPalembang?

2.WhichwasthemostfrequenttypeofEnglishplosiveconsonant

errorsmadebythefifthsemesterstudentsofEnglisheducation

studyprogram UINRadenFatahPalembang?

3.Whatweredifficultiesencounteredbythefifthsemesterstudentsof

Englisheducationstudyprogram UIN RadenFatahPalembangin

pronouncingEnglishplosiveconsonants?

1.3ObjectivesoftheResearch

Inaccordancewiththeproblemsabove,theobjectivesofthis

researchwereinfindingout:

1.English plosive consonanterrors made by the fifth semester

students ofEnglish education study program UIN Raden Fatah

Palembang.

2.ThemostfrequenttypeofEnglishplosiveconsonanterrorsmadeby

thefifthsemesterstudentsofEnglisheducationstudyprogram UIN

RadenFatahPalembang.
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3.The difficulties in pronouncing English plosive consonants

encounteredbythefifthsemesterstudentsofEnglisheducation

studyprogram UINRadenFatahPalembang.

1.4SignificanceoftheResearch

Ithopes thatthis research willgive some information to the

developmentoflanguageteachingandlearning.Learnersknowaboutthe

problemsofpronunciationespeciallyinpronouncingplosivesounds.The

benefitsofthisresearchwillbecompletedforstudents.Masteringand

practicinghow topronouncewillbeusedforstudentsintheirreallife.

Therefore,these research hopefully willbe beneficialforlecturers,

becauseEnglishplosiveconsonantshavesomanypositiveeffectsto

achievegoodpronunciation.Aswellas,students’errorsinpronouncing

Englishplosiveconsonantscouldbepredicted.


