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ABSTRACT 

 In this research, the use of illocutionary acts in the utterances of King 

Aaron and Abunawas characters in Abunawas and His Impossible Missions short 

stories book by Sugeng Haryanto was discussed. The aims of this research were 

(1) to find out the context of illocutionary acts used in Abunawas and His 

Impossible Missions short stories; (2) to seek out the types of illocutionary acts; 

and (3) to seek the dominant type of illocutionary acts in Abunawas and His 

Impossible Missions short stories.  

 This research used descriptive qualitative method. The data were collected 

from Abunawas and His Impossible Missions short stories book by Sugeng 

Hariyanto, the context and classification of illocutionary acts were described. 

Based on theories provided, the data were analyzed one by one to know the 

context and types of illocutionary acts used. To test the credibility investigator 

triangulation was used.   

 The result of this research showed that there were four types of 

illocutionary acts used by King Aaron and Abunawas in Abunawas and His 

Impossible Missions short stories book by Sugeng Hariyanto. The directives serve 

dominant frequency of all five types of illocutionary acts. There are 24 data 

(48,98%) containing directives acts. The representative there are 10 data 

(20,40%). The commisive there are 14 data (28,58%). The lowest rank frequency 

of illocutionary acts are the expressive with only 1 data (2,04%). The type of 

declaration was not found in this research.  

 

Keywords: Illocutionary acts, Speech Act classifications, Short stories 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 In this chapter, the researcher discusses the introduction of the study. This 

chapter consists of four parts. They are (1) background, (2) problems of study, (3) 

objectives of the study, (4) significance of the study.  

1.1 Background  

In our life, we have communication. Most people are born with the 

physical ability to talk, but we must learn to speak well and communicate 

effectively. People need language to deliver their message and also to express 

themselves. According to Chomsky (2006, p.6), a language is a cultural product 

subject to laws and principles partially unique to it and partially reflections of 

general properties of mind. By using language we can know information that we 

wanted. In other word, we need language to communicate with each other, in 

spoken even written expression. Xue and Zuo (2013, p.2262) explains language 

has always been an effective tool for political and cultural struggle, an important 

means of maintaining and developing countries, and a significant part of national 

common culture. Language functions such as language personal works, that is the 

speaker expresses the attitude towards what is presented. The speaker not only 

expresses emotions through language, but also show that when conveying 

emotion. In this case the listener is also able to predict whether the speaker is 

upset, angry or excited. 
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One of the most widely spoken language in the world is English. Xue and 

Zuo (2013, p.2263) state that English is widely used in various fields around the 

world, including politics, economy, trade, culture, diplomacy, tourism, 

communication, natural science and academic research of humanities. English is a 

global language, so learning English is important for people all over the world. 

English is the official or co-official language from 45 countries and is spoken 

extensively in other countries where it does not have official position because is 

needed in many fields and jobs (Mahu, 2012, p.374). Students in the expanding 

circle learn English even though it plays no functional role in their everyday life, 

because books of higher education and many doctoral theses are written in 

English and top research universities are in the US, it is necessary for university 

students to have a high understanding of written English (Doms, 2003, p.4).  

In learning English, we have to learn about linguistics because there are 

some fields of linguistics such as Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Semantics, 

and Pragmatics. One of the important studies in linguistic is pragmatics. 

According to Allan and Jaszczot (2012, p.i), pragmatics is the study of human 

communication: the choices speakers make to express their intended meaning and 

the kinds of inferences that hearers draw from an utterance in the context of its 

use. According to Griffiths (2006), pragmatics is about the use of utterances in 

context, about how we manage to convey more than is literally encoded by the 

semantics of sentences. Mey (2001, p.6) explains that Pragmatics studies the use 

of language by humans as determined by the condition of a society. Pragmatics is 

a part of linguistics which deals with meaning in context. In other words,
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pragmatics can also be defined as the study of the relationship between the 

linguistic form (structure) and the user of that form (Yule, 1996, p.4). The study 

of pragmatics includes context, deictic, presupposition, implicature, and speech 

act.  

 The importance of the context is to figuring out the ambiguities in spoken 

or written language. According to Bublitz and Norrick (2011, p.34), the analysis 

of context-dependent meaning is at the heart of pragmatics, and for this reason 

context is one of its key objects of investigation. Allan and Jaszczot (2012, p.114) 

explains that context is a sequence of parameters which include (at least) a world, 

a speaker, a time, and a location. Context is more than just reference. Context is 

action. According to Mey (2001, p.41), context is about understanding what 

things are for; it is also what gives our utterances their true pragmatic meaning 

and allows them to be counted as true pragmatics acts. As a case in point, consider 

the following utterance: “It is a long time since we visited your mother” This 

sentence, when uttered at the coffee table after dinner in a married couple‟s living 

room, has totally different pragmatic meaning than the same sentence, uttered by a 

husband to his wife while they are standing in front of the hippopotamus 

enclosure at the local zoo.  

Besides context, speech act is also included in the study of pragmatics. 

Speech acts theory originated from the works of the Oxford philosopher of 

ordinary language John Langshaw Austin (1911-1960). Austin first presented the 

main tenets of his theory in the lectures he gave at Oxford in the years 1952–1954 

under the title “Words and deeds”, and subsequently in the William James 
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Lectures he delivered at Harvard University in 1955. However, Austin pointed out 

that those ideas were formed as early as 1939 (1962:iii). After Austin‟s premature 

death the notes of his William James Lectures were edited, supplemented with 

earlier notes and tape-recorded lectures, and published in 1962 under the title 

“How to do Things with Words” (Austin 1962). In 1969 one of Austin‟s pupils, 

the American philosopher John R. Searle, published his own version of the theory 

under the title “Speech acts – An Essay in the Philosophy of Language”, followed 

by several more works dedicated to speech acts. Searle‟s systematization and 

development of Austin‟s ideas has been very influential, to the point that Searle‟s 

interpretation of the theory is at times taken as the definitive view of speech acts.  

Mey (2001, p.95) state that speech acts are verbal actions happening in the 

world. According to Yule (1996, p.47), a speech act is generally defined as “an 

action via utterances”. The utterance does not only contain the grammatical 

structures and words, but also it contains the actions in the utterances. Speech acts 

theory was developed during the middle of the twentieth century out of sense of 

dissatisfaction on the part of the writer such as J.L Austin. Austin (1962) defines 

speech acts as the actions performed in saying something. According to Altikriti 

(2011, p.1374), speech act theory attempts to explain how speakers use language 

to accomplish intended actions and how hearers infer intended meaning from what 

is said. Hsieh (2009) state that Speech Act Theory can adequately work as a 

threshold of the investigation of language in communication and give a basic 

explanation of the linguistic construction of the sentences under scrutiny. 
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Afriani (2013, p.22) explains it is important to know the speech acts 

because the function of the speech act help us to interpret the intention or the 

message of the utterances. According to Bublitz and Norrick (2011, p.373), some 

references to speech acts are a staple in artificial intelligence, discourse analysis, 

second language acquisition, interpreting, education, and social psychology. Mey 

(2001, p.114) state that speech act theory has taught us that among the preparatory 

conditions for any speech act having to do with proposals are the ability, and 

willingness, to carry out such a proposed act. In the conversation, people do not 

only speak but there is an action behind it. Speech act theory can be analyzed on 

three different levels. These are locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary. 

The most important study from the three kinds of speech act is illocutionary acts 

An illocutionary act, which is the action performed by virtue of the force 

associated with a given linguistic expression. It is the performance of an act in 

saying something, as opposed to the performance of an act of saying something 

(Austin 1962: 99). This level of action depends on the social conventions that 

allow us verbally to carry out clearly recognizable actions. The illocutionary force 

of an utterance can be isolated by asking in which sense we were using a given 

utterance. Yule (1996, p.48) explains illocutionary acts are certain communicative 

purpose made by speaker or actions performed via communicative force of 

utterance, such us performing, apologizing, offering, and questioning. An  

example of utterance that contains illocutionary acts: “What time is it now?” From 

this sentence, the speaker asked to the listener about the time. However, in other 

context, if the sentence is uttered by a lecturer to the student coming late to the 
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class, it means the lecturer does not really ask about the time but the lecturer is 

angry because the student is late. Based on example above, it is important to learn 

about speech act especially illocutionary act to help us to interpret the utterances.  

This research tries to use speech acts analysis especially some 

illocutionary speech acts in a short story. Short story is one of kind literary work 

that is attractive to be analyzed. According to Ghasemi (2011, p.267), short story 

is a compact literary genre in which much is left unsaid in order for the reader to 

make implications Therefore, it makes students sensitive to hidden and implied 

meaning. Ghasemi (2011, p.265) explains when the short story is chosen based on 

the students' level of English proficiency, it can offer them adequate linguistic, 

intellectual, and emotional involvement and enrich their learning experience. 

Young (1996, p.90) discusses two advantages of using short stories for raising 

critical thinking in students as the following: "because they are entertaining, 

students' pervasive apprehension is reduced, and they learn from the beginning 

that critical thinking is natural, familiar, and sometimes even fun. Second, the 

stories put issues of critical thinking in an easily remembered context". A short 

story is not too long to be read. When the readers do not feel bored, it is 

interesting for students that they would not easily get frustrated, and they will get 

the moral message from the short story.  

This research is concerning with a literary work of a short story book 

entitled “Abunawas and his impossible missions” by Sugeng Hariyanto. This 

book tells about a King Aaron who assigns Abunawas to do impossible missions. 

This book has ten chapters. They are : (1) catching six speaking donkeys, (2) the 
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sun in the pail, (3) draining off the sea, (4) supernatural power, (5) moving the 

mosque, (6) exploring the sea, (7) a miraculous palm, (8) investigating the moon, 

(9) teaching a cow to read, (10) taking the picture of the heaven. Everybody 

knows Abunawas is a smart man. King Aaron always gives impossible missions 

but Abunawas does the missions through his good ideas. 

There are many reasons why Abunawas story is an interesting short story 

to be analyzed. First, Abunawas story is an Islamic story. Abunawas is a legend 

and he is also a great poet from Arab. Abunawas has unique character, and he can 

do something by his own. He is a smart man. Second, Abunawas story is 

educative story. Therefore, by reading the Abunawas story the reader can get 

moral messages. Based on explanations above, the researcher is interested in 

conducting an analysis of illocutionary acts in Abunawas and His Impossible 

Missions Short Stories by Sugeng Hariyanto. 

1.2 Problems of the Study  

This research focuses on explaining of illocutionary speech acts in the 

Abunawas and his impossible missions short stories. There are three problems in 

this analysis :  

1. What contexts underly Illocutionary acts are used in Abunawas and his 

impossible missions short stories? 

2. What types of Illocutionary acts are found in Abunawas and his impossible 

missions short stories? 

3. What is the dominant type of illocutionary acts found in Abunawas and his 

impossible missions short stories?  
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1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this research are:  

1. To find out the contexts underly illocutionary acts in Abunawas and his 

impossible missions short stories. 

2. To find out the types of illocutionary acts in Abunawas and his impossible 

missions short stories. 

3. To find out the dominant type of illocutionary acts in Abunawas and his 

impossible missions short stories. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The researcher expects this study can be used by the readers who do not 

know about illocutionary acts. The result of this study can be used by the 

researcher themselves and other students to increase their knowledge and skill in 

analyzing illocutionary acts. This research can be a source of learning speech acts 

and contexts for students. The short story in this research can be beneficial for 

students to learn about illocutionary acts. It is also hoped that resources will be 

useful for the English department students to learn about illocutionary acts. For 

the teacher, this study enriches teachers‟ knowledge about a theory of 

illocutionary act as well as its implementation as a part a communicative 

competences in English as foreign language teaching-learning context, and the 

results of study can help English teachers to apply the illocutionary acts in 

teaching. For future researchers, this study is aimed to be one of the references for 

further study of speech acts.  
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 In this chapter, the researcher discusses the relevant theories related to the 

study. This chapter consists of four parts. They are (1) the concept of pragmatics, 

(2) the concept of context, (3) the concept of speech act, (4) previous related 

study. 

2.1 The Concept of Pragmatics 

Bublitz and Norrick (2011, p.23) explains that pragmatics is fundamentally 

concerned with communicative action and its felicity in context, investigating 

action with respect to the questions of what action is, what may count as action, 

what action is composed of, what conditions need to be satisfied for action to be 

felicitous, and how action is related to context. Fraser (2010) defined pragmatic 

competence as the ability to communicate our intended message with all its 

nuances in any socio-cultural contex and to interpret the message of 

ourinterculator as it was intended. According to Levinson (2000), puts it: 

„inference is cheap, articulation expensive‟. Language users save themselves 

breath, writing and keyboard effort by producing utterances that deliberately rely 

on context, allowing receivers to infer information beyond what is laboriously 

explicit in the signal. Horn and Ward (2006) explains that pragmatics is the study 

of those context-dependent aspects of meaning which are systematically 

abstracted away from in the construction of content or logical form.  

Yule (1996, p.3) state that pragmatics is concerned with the study of 

meaning as communicated by a speaker (or writer) and interpreted by a listener 
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(or reader). According to Mey (2001, p.6), pragmatics, as the study of the way 

humans use their language in communication, bases itself on a study of those 

premises and determines how they affect, and effectualize, human language use. 

In short pragmatic is the study of the speaker meaning.  

Mey (2001, p.12) state that pragmatics is needed if we want a fuller, 

deeper and generally more reasonable account of human language behavior. 

According to Yule (1996, p.4), the advantage of studying language via pragmatics 

is that one can talk about people‟s intended meaning, their assumptions, their 

purpose of goal, and the kinds of action (for example, requests) that they are 

performing when they speak. Bublitz and Norrick (2011, p.23) state that 

pragmatic perspectives have been employed in information technology and in the 

social sciences, particularly in economics, politics and education.  

2.2 The Concept of Context  

According to Mey (2001, p.39), context is a dynamic, not a static concept: 

it is also to be understood as the continually changing surrounding, in the widest 

sense, that enable the participant in the communication process to interact, and 

which the linguistic expressions of their interaction become intelligible. Allan and 

Jaszczot (2012, p.114) explains that the context is a sequence of parameters which 

include (at least) a world, a speaker, a time, and a location. We must invoke the 

context to determine what an ambiguous sentences means. According to Mey 

(2001, p.13), this may be OK, if by „context‟ we understand all the factor that play 

a role in producing and understanding the utterances.  
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An example the following dialogue: (two linguistics, call them Jacob and 

Mark, are coming out of a lecture hall at university which his neither home 

territory, but where Jacob has been before; so he thinks he knows the campus, 

more or less). Jacob: Do you know the way back to the dining hall? we can go in 

my car (Mark get into the car; after the first turn, he starts giving directions, which 

greatly amazes Jacob, and irritates him a little; he was under the impression that 

he needed to guide the other, not the other way round. After several more turns-

which Jacob is taking at greater and greater speed, so the other does not get a 

chance to interfere – Mark say). Mark: oh I thought you did not know the way to 

the campus (to which Jacob replies). Jacob: I thought you did not know! 

(whereupon they both start laughing). 

In the case like this, the classical concept of context as that which has been 

the case up to and including the present moment makes no sense. There is no way 

in which the original utterance „Do you know the way back to the dining hall?‟ 

can be interpreted correctly. Clearly, Mark take Jacob‟s utterance not as a real 

question, but as a pre-request. Jacob, on the other hand, assumed that Marks was 

not familiar with the campus, so wanted to give him a ride. This why he was 

surprised at Mark giving him direction: that activity only makes sense if you 

know where you are going.  

2.3 The Concept of Speech Act Theory 

According to Fromkin, Rodman & Hyams (2003), speech acts is the action 

or intent that a speaker accomplishes when using language in context, the meaning 

of which is inferred by hearers. Speech acts is often said as language in action 
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(Kreidler, 2002). Jhon L Austin is the master of speech acts because he is the first 

person who gave concept about speech acts. In his opinion, he said that speech 

acts is utterances to say something then people do something. Austin never 

presented to develop the theory of speech acts. In 1955, Austin delivered to 

William james with title “How to do Things with Word?” those were published in 

1962 by J.O. Ursmon at Harvard. Actually, Austin ever lectured the topic in 

Oxford early 1940 to his student but he did not publish it. Therefore, Austin is 

known with his opinion about performative. He asserts that in uttering sentence, 

people are not only saying but also doing something. Besides, he categorized 

speech acts to be three parts. First, locutionary, second, illocutionary, the last, 

perlocutionary.  

One of Austin‟s student whose name John Searle decided to develop 

Austin‟s concept about speech acts. As we know that Austin just categorizes 

speech acts to be three parts as above example. Then, Searle divides the theory to 

be more detail. The famous Searle‟s theories about speech acts are representative, 

commissive, declarative, directive, and expressive.  

 In addition, Searle argues that illocutionary is not only form of direct 

speech acts but also an indirect speech acts. In applying of direct speech acts such 

as declarative form is used to make a statement and interrogative form is used to 

make a question.  Another was to say that, although such sentences can be used 

true or false statements, whatever the statements is said by speaker but what the 

hearer describes or receives it is more important to connect the conversation 

between the hearer and speaker. A few years later in 1969, another scholar called 
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Searle worked more on speech acts and assigned functions to them. He then 

classified them according to five categories, which according to Yule (1996) are 

as follows: Representative, declaration, expressive, commissive, and directive. 

According to Yule (1996, p.47), a speech act is generally defined as “an action 

via utterances”. The utterance does not only contain the grammatical structures 

and words, but also it contains the actions in the utterances. Speech acts theory 

was developed during the middle of the twentieth century out of sense of 

dissatisfaction on the part of the writer such as J.L Austin. Austin (1962) defines 

speech acts as the actions performed in saying something. According to Altikriti 

(2011, p.1374), speech act theory attempts to explain how speakers use language 

to accomplish intended actions and how hearers infer intended meaning from what 

is said. According to Bublitz and Norrick (2011, p.373) state that two main ideas 

are at the core of speech act theory: the first holds that the meaning of an utterance 

is distinct from the function that the utterance performs (what we shall call the 

force of an utterance); the second is that all utterances amount to the execution of 

an act. According to Austin saying something amounts to simultaneously 

performing three types of acts: locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary. 

Sperber & Wilson (1995) argue that a crucial assumption behind the pragmatic 

program (of speech act theory) is that the assignment of every utterance to a 

particular speech-act type is part of what is communicated and plays a necessary 

role in comprehension. 
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2.3.1 locutionary, Illocutionary and Perlocutionary 

According to Austin‟s theory (1962), what we say has three kinds of 

meaning they are  locutionary act, illocutionary act and perlocutionary.  

1. Locutionary  

Locutionary act is called by the act of saying something. It is the act of 

saying something in which each word in the sentences is uttered exactly the same 

meaning in the dictionary. Locution is what the speaker says (Cutting, 2002). 

Yule (1996, p.48) state that locutionary act which is the basic act of utterance, or 

producing a meaningful linguistic expression. According to Austin (1962, p.108), 

distinguished a group of things we do in saying something, which together we 

summed up by saying we perform a locutioanry act, which is roughly equivalent 

to uttering a certain sense and reference, which again is roughly equivalent to 

„meaning‟ in the traditional sense. For example: “It is rain outside”, that called 

locutionary act because the speaker just inform the outside is rain without other 

intentions. 

2. Illocutionary  

Illocutionary act is called by the act of doing something. Not only used for 

informing something, but also doing something as far as speech event was 

accurate considered. According to Bublitz and Norrick (2011, p.380), an 

Illocutionary act, which is the action performed by virtue of the force associated 

with a given linguistic expression. It is the act of using a referring expressions and 

predicting expressions. According to Leech (1983), illocutionary acts is the 

speaker‟s communicative intention. Huang (2005) state that an illocutionary act 
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refers to the type of function the speaker intend fullfil, or the type of action the 

speaker intend to accomplish in the course of producing an utterances. It is an act 

accomplished of speaking.  

Yule (1996, p.48) explains that illocutionary acts are certain 

communicative force of utterance, such as performing, apologizing, offering, and 

questioning. According to Austin (1962, p.108), we said that we also perform 

illocutionary acts such as informing, ordering, warning, undertaking, &c., i.e. 

utterances which have a certain (conventional) force. 

The illocutionary act carried out by a speaker meaning of an utterance is 

the act viewed in terms of the utterance‟s significance within a conventional 

system of social interactions.  An illocutionary act refers to the type of function 

the speaker intends to fulfill, or the type of action the speaker intends to 

accomplish in the course of producing an utterance. It is an act accomplished in 

speaking. Illocutionary acts related to speaker‟s intention. In other word every 

speakers has the intention through their utterance. For example: “It is rain 

outside”, that utterance could be has meaning the speaker wish the hearer use 

umbrella if the hearer want to go outside, or the speaker want to hearer not to go 

outside and stay still in the room. 

3. Perlocutionary  

Perlocutionary act called the act of affecting something. Perlocutionary act 

concern the effect an utterance may have on the addressee. According to Austin 

(1962, p.108), we may also perform perlocutionary act: what we bring about or 

achieve by saying something, such us convincing, persuading, deterring, and even, 



16 
 

 
       

say, surprising or misleading. Yule (1996, p.48) state that simply create an 

utterance with the function without intending it to have an effect. Perlocutionary 

act is the hearer‟s reaction toward the speaker‟s utterance. For example: “It is rain 

outside”, the perlocutionary effect from the utterance may hearer keep stay still in 

the room.  

Contrary to what occurs at the illocutionary level, perlocutions are not 

directly achieved by the conventional force of an utterance. They can be 

intentional or unintentional, and they might involve unexpected effects, different 

from those of an illocutionary act. Also, perlocutions occur at a further level, as 

the interlocutor‟s actual reaction to the speech act. A perlocutionary effect of the 

utterance “the soup you cooked was very poor” might be that one‟s interlocutor is 

chagrined, gets angry, pours the soup down the sink, or all three. 

 The distinction between illocution and perlocution is not clear cut, and it is 

not at all apparent that the perlocutionary level can be fully considered as a single 

level of action embodied in a given utterance (Austin 1962: 108–115). In order to 

identify the difference it might help to distinguish between the effects that are 

“built in” to given expression by virtue of its illocutionary force, and those that are 

not. For instance a (felicitous) order just by virtue of its illocutionary force will 

generate an obligation in the person who receives it, but how the individual acts 

upon the obligation (complying, refusing, questioning, being offended by it, and 

so on) belongs to the realm of perlocutions. The locutionary and the 

perlocutionary levels of the speech act have generated much debate but the 
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illocutionary level is the nucleus of the Austinian theory and its later 

developments (Bublitz & Norrick, 2011, p.381). 

2.3.2 Speech acts classifications  

Searle classified speech act into five types according to general function : 

1. Representatives  

According to Yule (1996, p.53), representatives speech act are those kinds 

of speech acts that state what the speaker believes to be case or not. Statements of 

fact, assertions, conclusions, and description. The speaker‟s purpose in performing 

representatives is to commit him/ herself to the belief that the propositional 

content of the utterance is true. Are all example of the speaker representing the 

world as he or she believes it is. 

 (1) The earth is square  

(2) Chomsky did not write about peanuts 

(3) It was a warm sunny day  

In using representatives, the speakers make words fit the world or belief.  

2. Directive 

Mey (2001, p.120) state that these speech acts embody an effort on the part 

of the speaker to get the hearer to do something, to ‟direct‟ him or her towards 

some goal (of the speaker, mostly). Yule (1996, p.54) explains that directives 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to 

do something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, 

requests, and suggestions. According to Searle (1979, p.13), the illocutionary 

point of these consist in the fact that they attempts (of varying degrees, and hence, 
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more precisely, they are determinates of the determinable which includes 

attempting) by the speaker to get the hearer to do something.  

For example:         

(1) Give me a cup of tea, make it black 

 (2) Could you Lend me a pen, please?  

(3) Do not disturb me.  

Those three example express the speaker wants. Directive speech acts can be a 

command, order, request, suggestion, and they can be positive or negative. In 

using directive speech acts, speakers attempt the realization fit his utterance 

through hearer‟s future act.  

3. Commissive  

Yule (1996, p.54) explains that commisive speech act are those kinds of 

speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. They 

express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and 

shown. According to Searle (1979, p.14), commisives then are those illocutionary 

acts whose point is to commit the speaker (again in varying degrees) to some 

future course of action.  

For example:  

(1) I will be back  

(2) Iam going to go to your house next time  

(3) We will not do that 

 Those examples express what the speaker intends. In using a commisive, the 

speaker undertakes to make the world fit the word (via the speaker). 
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4. Expressive  

Mey (2001, p.121) state that this speech act, as the word says, expresses an 

inner state of the speaker; the expression is essentially subjective and tells us 

nothing about the world. According to Yule (1996, p.53), expressive speech act 

are those kinds of speech acts that state what the speaker feels. Searle (1979, p.15) 

explains that the illocutionary point of this class is to express the psychological 

state specified in the sincerity conditions about a state of affairs specified in the 

prepositional content.  

It is to express the speaker‟s inner state toward a certain thing. For 

example:  

(1) Iam really sorry  

(2) Congratulations  

(3) Oh, yes, great, fantastic, hhmmmm 

Those three examples express the feeling of the speakers. Expressive speech acts 

can be statements of pleasure, thanking, condolence, an introduction, pain, likes, 

dislikes, joy or sorrow. They can also be caused by something the speaker does or 

the hearer does, but they are about the speaker‟s experiences. In using expressive 

speech acts, the speakers make their utterances fit their feelings.  

5. Declaration  

Yule (1996, p.53) speech acts are those kinds of speech acts that change 

the world via their utterances. Speech act verb of declarations speech act are: 

declare, announce, approve, appoint, bless, curse, speculate, name, call, define, 

nominate, establish, authorize. For example:  
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(1) Priest: I now pronounce you husband and wife  

(2) Referee: you are not  

(3) Judge: We find the defendant guilty  

This speech act is performed by someone who is especially authorized to do so 

within some institutional framework. It is used in specific context in order to 

perform a declaration appropriately. In using declaration are typically broadcast 

within a social group and rely for their success on speaker being sanctioned by the 

community, institution, committee, or even a single person within the group to 

perform such acts stipulated condition. 

TABLE. 1 The five general functions of speech act (following Searle 1979) 

 

Speech acts type 

 

Direction of fit 

S= speaker 

X= situation 

Representatives 

Directives 

Commisives 

Expressives 

Declarations 

Make words fit the world 

Make the world fit words 

Make the world fit words 

Make words fit the world 

Words change the world 

S believes X 

S wants X 

S intends X 

S feels X 

S causes X 
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2.4 Previous Related Studies  

These are some studies on pragmatics which focused on illocutionary acts 

that have been done by previous researchers. The first Kusumo (2015) conducted 

a study entitled “A Pragmatic Analysis of Illocutionary Acts in English Teaching-

Learning Process at SMA N 1 Wates Kulon Progo”. His study discussed the types 

of illocutionary acts and investigated the types of illocutionary functions used by 

the English teachers of SMA N 1 Wates Kulon Progo. As the result, this research 

found four types of illocutionary acts: representatives, expressives, directives, and 

commisives. 

The second Kristanti (2013) conducted a study entitled “Identifying 

Illocutionary Force of The Host‟s Speech Act in Mata Najwa Talk Show”. As the 

result, this research found three types illocutionary speech act: directive, 

representative, and expressive. 

And the last Wardani (2011) conducted a study entitled “An Analysis of 

illocutionary Act in Prince of Persia: The Sand of Time Movie”. Her study 

discussed the using of illocutionary acts in the utterance of main character in 

Prince of Persia : The Sand of Time Movie. As the result, this research found five 

types of illocutionary acts used by Dastan as main character in this movie. They 

were representatives  (reporting, stating, concluding), directives (ordering, asking, 

requesting, and command), expressive (praising and apologizing), commissive 

(refusal and pledging), and declarative (declaring). 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

 In this chapter, how the research was conducted is explained in detail. This 

chapter is divided into six sessions: (1) Method of research, (2) operational 

definitions, (3) object of the study, (4) data collection, (5) data analysis, and (6) 

data trustworthiness. 

3.1 Method of Research 

This research used a qualitative method and the data were analyzed 

descriptively. It applies a set of procedures used for problem solving based on 

factual data used. Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007, p.461) state that 

qualitative data analysis involves organizing, accounting for and explaining the 

data; in short, making sense of data in terms of the participants‟ definitions of the 

situation, noting patterns, themes, categories and regularities. The characteristics 

of qualitative research by Creswell (2012) are : 

1. Exploring a problem and developing a detailed understanding of a central 

phenomenon 

2.  Having the literature review play a minor role but justify the problem 

3.  Stating the purpose and research questions in a general and broad way so 

as to the participants‟ experiences 

4. Collecting data based on words from a small number of individuals so that 

the participants‟ views are obtained 

5. Analyzing the data for description and themes using text analysis and 

interpreting the larger meaning of the findings 



23 
 

 
       

6. Writing the report using flexible, emerging structures and evaluative 

criteria, and including the researchers‟ subjective reflexivity and bias 

3.2 Operational Definitions  

 To avoid misunderstanding in this research, some definitions are given. 

Speech act is the actions performed in saying something. The utterance 

does not only contain the grammatical structures and words, but also it contains 

the actions in the utterances. 

Illocutionary act is called by the act of doing something. Not only used for 

informing something, but also doing something as far as speech event was 

accurate considered. 

Context is background knowledge assumed to be shared by speaker and 

hearer and which contributes to hearer‟s interpretation of what speaker means by 

given utterance.  

3.3 Object of the Study   

The object of this study is the short story book Abunawas and His 

Impossible Missions by Sugeng Hariyanto. This book has ten chapters: (1) 

catching six speaking donkeys, (2) the sun in the pail, (3) draining off the sea, (4) 

supernatural power, (5) moving the mosque, (6) exploring the sea, (7) a 

miraculous palm, (8) investigating the moon, (9) teaching a cow to read, and (10) 

taking the picture of the heaven. In this research all the chapters and the utterances 

from Abunawas and King Aaron were analyzed. 
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3.4 Data Collection  

Collecting the data is significant thing in this research. In collecting the 

data the researcher did not need a lot of instruments, because this research did not 

involve students or people as the object of the research. Therefore, this research 

just needed the text of Abunawas and his impossible missions short stories as the 

object of the research. The data collections used documentation technique. The 

data was taken in the form of written text obtained from the dialogues in 

Abuanwas and his impossible missions short stories by Sugeng Hariyanto. The 

data are utterances from the characters in the stories, they are Abunawas and King 

Aaron‟s utterances.  

To collect 4the data, the procedures used in this study consisted of the 

following steps:  

The first step taken in the process of doing this research is firstly studying 

some fundamental rules and principles of illocutionary acts from internet, e-

books, and journals. 

The second step is reading the book Abunawas and His Impossible 

Missions short stories to get comprehension about the contents of the stories and 

observe the illocutionary expressions that appear in the dialogues.  

The next step is analyzing the context underlying the illocutionary acts in 

the stories, the illocutionary acts are implied in Abunawas and King Aaron‟s 

utterances, classified the illocutionary acts on 5 types of illocutionary based on 

Searle theory and last the researcher analyzed the dominant type. 
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3.5 Data Analysis 

3.5.1 Analysis of the Context Underlying Illocutionary Acts  

 To analysis the context underlying illocutionary found in Abunawas and 

his impossible missions short story book, the researcher read the short story book 

several times and read carefully chapter by chapter in order to understand the 

content, such as participants, settings and situations or context in the short stories. 

3.5.2 Analysis of the Implied Illocutionary acts 

 To analyze the illocutionary implied in the Abunawas and his impossible 

missions short story book, the utterances of characters were translated into 

Bahasa. If difficult words were found, dictionary was used. Then, the contexts 

were checked to find the real meaning based on contexts of story. 

3.5.3 Analysis of Types of illocutionary acts 

 To analyze types of illocutionary acts is by knowing the real meaning or 

the meaning of utterances based on contexts that analyzed previously. The 

utterances were classified into representative, directive, commisive, expressive 

and declaration based on Searle theory. To make it easier in the process, the table 

and coding system were use. 
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The table consists of the data identified before. Below is the form of the 

table: 

Table 2 

 

No  

 

Code  

 

Dialogues 

Illocutionary acts  

Context Rep Dir Com  Exp  Dec  

         

 

 The table was divided into 5 columns:  

1. The number of the data, the number of data started from number one 

2. The codes of the data, the purpose was not to number the data, but to 

make easier in selecting and classifying the data. The coding system was 

as follows:  

S-1/AN(KA)/2 

S-1 : Number of Sheet  

AN : character‟s Initial (Abunawas)  

KA : character‟s Initial of Speaker (King Aaron) 

2 : Page of book 

3. The dialogues that contained the illocutionary acts, the utterances of 

illocutionary acts were boldface type. 
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4. Kind of illocutionary acts based on Searle theory, the researcher 

abbreviated each types of illocutionary acts as described below: 

Rep : representative  

Dir : directive    

Com : commisive      

Exp : expressive  

Dec : declaration  

5. Context of short stories that underly illocutionary acts in Abunawas and 

his impossible missions such as, participants, settings, and situations. 

3.5.4 Analysis of the Dominant Type of Illocutionary acts  

Analysis of the dominant type of illocutionary acts is the last step. After all 

the utterances of illocutionary acts were classified, all of type found in the 

Abunawas and his impossible missions short stories counted and automatically the 

dominant type of illocutionary acts were obtained. 

3.6 Data Trustworthiness 

The credibility of the data was obtained by means of triangulation. The 

triangulation applied was researcher or investigator triangulation. It was 

conducted by consulting with the experts. In this case, the researcher discussed the 

data with two lecturers of English Education Study Department of Islamic State 

University of Raden Fatah Palembang. The experts roles were checking and 

validating the data. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS 

 In this chapter, the results of the research that have been obtained are 

explained in detail.  

Based on the research, there were four types of illocutionary acts 

performed by Abunawas and King Aaron in Abunawas and his impossible 

missions short stories. They were representatives, directives, commisives and 

expressive. The declaration acts was not found. The result of the data findings are 

presented in Table 3.  

Table 3: Findings of illocutionary acts 

NO Illocutionary Acts Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 Representatives 10 20,40% 

2 Directives 24 48,98% 

3 Commisives 14 28,58% 

4 Expressives 1 2,04% 

5 Declarations 0 0 

Total 49 100% 
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Table 3 shows that there are 49 data containing illocutionary acts. The 

directives serve dominant frequency of all five types of illocutionary acts. There 

are 24 data (48,98%) containing directives acts. The representative there are 10 

data (20,40%). The commisive there are 14 data (28,58%). The lowest rank 

frequency of illocutionary acts are the expressive with only 1 data (2,04%). The 

declaration was not found in this research. 

1. Representatives  

(1) AN: See, how humorous is the king! 

(S-4/AN/8) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunawas and six men 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas told the six men that the king was a 

humorous man. Following the day, Abunawas and 

the six men went to the palace, and when they 

enter the palace king Aaron asked, “Abu, have you 

got the six speaking animals?” and then Abunawas 

whispered to the six men “see, how humorous is 

the king!”. 
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b. Illocutionary act 

From the dialogue Abunawas whispered to six men “see, how humorous is 

the king!”. From the utterance, Abunawas did not give an order but also asserting 

that the king was a humorous man. Abunawas want the six men belief that the 

king was a humorous man. Representative are those kinds of speech act that state 

what the speaker believes to be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, 

conclusions, and descriptions. Based on the context and description of 

representative, it is obvious that Abunawas‟s illocutionary act is representative.  

(2)  AN: I have wrapped the sun, your majesty 

      KA: I still see the sun shining in the sky, Abu.  

(S-8/KA/12) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At square palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas has wrapped the sun and he put the 

bag in front of king. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 Abunawas has wrapped the sun and he put the bag in front of King and 

said “I have wrapped the sun, your majesty” and King Aaron answered “I still see 
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the sun shining in the sky, Abu.”, King Aaron did not only inform that he still saw 

the sun shining in the sky, but also asserting there is sun shining in the sky. 

Representative are those kinds of speech act that state what the speaker believes to 

be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions, and descriptions. Based 

on the context and description of representative, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s 

illocutionary act is representative. 

(3) KA: Abu, look outside. The sun is shining in the sky!  

      AN: Yes, your majesty. But it is second sun. 

(S-9/KA/12) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At square palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas explain to King Aaron the ways he has 

wrapped the sun 

b. Illocutionary Act 

 King Aaron denied Abunawas‟ statement that Abu has wrapped the sun 

and Abunawas explains to King Aaron the ways he has wrapped the sun but King 

Aaron Argued “Abu, look outside. The sun is shining in the sky!”, King Aaron 

did not only ask Abunwas to look outside, but King Aaron asserting Abunawas 

did not wrap the sun. Representative are those kinds of speech act that state what 
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the speaker believes to be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions, 

and descriptions. Based on context and description of representative, it is obvious 

that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is representative.  

(4) Guard: Abu, Abu… the king calls you! 

     AN:Dig deeper!Deeper! 

(S-11/AN/15) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and Guard 

2) Setting    : At around the palace 

3) Context of situation : Abuanawas dug several holes around the palace, 

the guards notified the king about the strange 

happening around the palace and the king order the 

guard said to Abunawas that the king call him. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 The Guard called Abunawas based on King Aaron‟s order, but when the 

guard said “Abu, Abu…..the King calls you”, Abunawas just said “Dig 

deeper!Deeper!” by this word Abunawas asserting he did not hear anything, that 

he ignored the guard‟s call. Representative are those kinds of speech act that state 

what the speaker believes to be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, 
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conclusions, and descriptions. Based on the context and description of 

representative, it is obvious that Abunawas‟s illocutionary act is representative. 

(5) AN: I just do you order 

 KA: I‟ve never ordered you to destroy my own palace. Tell me what      you 

are doing!                                                                                      

  (S-13/AN/15) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At around palace 

3) Context of situation :King Aaron angry to Abunawas because 

Abunawas almost destroy the palace 

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron ordered Abunawas to drain off the sea. Abunawas got an idea 

and he dug several holes around the palace. King Aaron angry to Abunawas 

because Abunawas almost destroy the palace and King Aaron said to Abunawas 

“what are you doing, Abu? Don‟t you know that you almost destroy the palace” 

and Abunawas Answered “I just do your order” from this sentence, Abunawas 

asserting he did not destroy the palace. He just did King Aaron order. 

Representative are those kinds of speech act that state what the speaker believes to 

be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions, and descriptions. Based 
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on context and description of representative, it is obvious that Abunawas‟s 

illocutionary act is representative. 

(6) AN: You see, your majesty. That soldier doesn’t complain at all. He 

feels no pain!                                                                                 

 (S-20/AN/19) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas prove to King Aaron about his charm 

and Abunawas quietly walked to the king and 

whispered 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron disbelieve the charm from Abunawas is real charm. So, 

Abunawas prove to King Aaron about his charm. After Abunawas prove to King 

Aaron he quietly walked to the King and whispered “You see, your majesty. That 

soldier doesn‟t complain at all. He feels no pain!” Abunawas did not only explain 

to the King, but Abunawas asserting that his charm is real charm. Representative 

are those kinds of speech act that state what the speaker believes to be case or not. 

Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions, and descriptions. Based on context and 
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description of representative, it is obvious that Abunawas‟s illocutionary is 

representative. 

(7) KA: Good! Too bad that nobody has ever swum across the gulf. I wonder 

is that possible for a man to swim across the gulf. How many days will 

he take to get o the other side of the gulf? Abu, I need you to answer 

my curiousity. I want you to take this mission as an honour duty. 

        AN: Your majesty, I’m not a good swimmer 

(S-28/AN/23) 

 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron command Abunawas to swim across 

the gulf 

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron command Abunawas to swim across the gulf and Abunawas 

said “Your majesty, I‟m not a good swimmer”. In this sentence Abunawas 

asserting he is not a good swimmer.  
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(8) AN: Your majesty, I‟m not a good swimmer 

KA: I know you are not a good swimmer, but everybody knows you are 

the smartest man in the country                                                 (S-29/KA/26) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas reject the king Aaron order 

b. Illocutionary act  

 Abunawas reject the King Aaron order to swim across the gulf and King 

Aaron said “I know you are not a good swimmer, but everybody knows you are 

the smartest man in the country”, from this sentence, King Aaron asserting 

Abunawas can do his order. Representative are those kinds of speech act that state 

what the speaker believes to be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, 

conclusions, and descriptions. Based on context and description of representative, 

it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is representative. 
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(9) AN: No palm can grow that speed, your majesty 

KA: I know you are a smart man. You have to able to get the palm. And 

you must plant it in the palace square so that everybody can see it. 

(S-33/KA/27) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas reject his order 

b. Illocutionary act  

 Abunawas reject the King Aaron order and King Aaron said “I know you 

are a smart man”, from this sentence King Aaron asserting that Abunawas can do 

his order. Representative are those kinds of speech act that state what the speaker 

believes to be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions, and 

descriptions. Based on context and description of representative, it is obvious that 

King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is representative. 
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(10) AN: Going the moon? 

KA: Yes Abu. I know you are a smart man. You must be able to go to the 

moon 

(S-36/KA/30) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas was surprised when he heard the king 

order 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron order Abunawas to going the moon, Abunawas was surprised 

when he heard the King order and King Aaron said “Yes Abu. I know you are a 

smart man”, from this sentence, King Aaron asserting Abunawas can do his order. 

Representative are those kinds of speech act that state what the speaker believes to 

be case or not. Statements of fact, assertions, conclusions, and descriptions. Based 

on context and description of representative, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s 

illocutionary act is representative. 
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2. Directive 

(1) KA: Abu, I want six speaking donkeys with beard. I give you a 

week, if you cannot get the animals, I‟II punish you 

(S-1/KA/7) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron called Abunawas. He assigned him to 

do impposible mission, but Abunawas just silent 

and he went home. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 One day King Aaron called Abunawas and said “Abu I want six speaking 

donkeys with beard”, from this sentence, King Aaron did not only inform about 

he want six speaking donkeys with beard but he command Abunawas to get the 

six speaking donkeys with beard. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech 

acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They express the 

speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on 

context and description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary 

act is directive. 
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(2) KA: Abu, in this summer, the sun is very hot. If you can wrap the 

sun, you’ll help all people. I want you wrap the sun by tomorrow! What 

time will you take the sun by tomorrow! 

AN: around midday, your majesty 

(S-5/KA/10) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : The king gave another impossible task again to 

Abunawas which is to wrap the sun. 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron said “Abu, in this summer, the sun is very hot. If you can 

wrap the sun, you‟ll help all people”. In this sentence, King Aaron did not only 

inform but King Aaron gave order to Abunawas to wrapped the sun. Directives 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to 

do something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, 

requests, and suggestions.  Based on context and description of directive, it is 

obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(3) KA: How will you do it, Abu? 

AN: I need a pail of water and a big leather bag 

(S-6/AN/10) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : The king gave another impossible task again to 

Abunawas which is to wrap the sun and King 

Aaron ask to Abunawas how will Abu do that. 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King gave another impossible task again to Abunawas which is to wrap 

the sun and King Aaron ask to Abunawas how will Abu do that, and Abunawas 

said “I need a pail of water and a big leather bag”. In this sentence Abunawas did 

not inform he need the pail and a big leather bag, but he request to get the pail and 

big leather bag. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker 

use to get someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They 

are command, orders, requests, and suggestions.  Based on context and 

description of directive, it is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is directive. 

 



42 
 

 
       

(4) AN: Your majesty, I have caught the sun. I put it the pail 

KA: How can you prove it, Abu? 

(S-7/KA/11) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At square palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas do the king Aaron order to wrap the 

sun and Abunawas said to king Aaron he has 

caught the sun. 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron order Abunawas to wrap the sun. Abunawas said he has 

caught the sun. He put in the pail and said “how can you prove it, Abu?”. In this 

sentence, King Aaron did not only gave the question to Abunawas about how can 

Abunawas prove it, but King Aaron order Abunawas to prove his statement. 

Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get 

someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They are 

command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of 

directive, it is obvious King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive.  
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(5) KA: Abu, you are very great. You can put the sun in a bag.  

AN: thank you, your majesty.  

KA: Our sea has been polluted. We will be able to clean it up when it is dry. 

Now I want you to drain off the sea.  

(S-10/KA/14) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas was called to the palace again, King 

Aaron greeted him warmly and he has praised 

Abunawas. 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron said to Abunawas “I want you to drain off the sea”. In this 

sentence, King Aaron did not only inform to Abunawas about he want to drain off 

the sea, but King Aaron order the Abunawas to draining off the sea. Directives 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to 

do something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, 

requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is 

obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(6) KA: Today I assign you to look for a charm 

      AN: Tomorrow I‟ll get it    

(S-14/KA/17) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : One day King Aaron called Abunawas to the 

palace.  

b. Illocutionary act  

 One day King Aaron called Abunawas to the palace and said “Today I 

assign you to look for a charm”. In this sentence, King Aaron command 

Abunawas to look for a charm. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech 

acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They express the 

speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on 

context and description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary 

act is directive. 
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(7) AN: Yes you Majesty 

    KA: Could you show me? 

(S-16/KA/17) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : One day King Aaron called Abunawas to the 

palace and order Abu to get the charm.  

b. Illocutionary act  

 One day King Aaron called Abunawas to the palace and order Abu to get 

the charm. Following the day Abunawas get the charm and King Aaron said 

“Could you show me?”. In this sentence King Aaron request Abunawas to show 

the charm to him. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker 

use to get someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They 

are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description 

of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(8) KA: How can I believe that? I need a proof, Abu? 

AN: It‟s easy, your majesty. I tie it around your waist. Let the guards hit you 

and you will not feel pain 

(S-17/KA/18) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas went to the palace and said he has got 

the charm. He took out a piece of white clot And 

said if anybody ties this cloth around his waist, he 

will get a supernatural power. Nothing will hurt his 

body. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron order Abunawas to look a charm, in the following day, exactly 

at noon, Abu went to palace and he said “ Here it is, He took out a piece of white 

cloth, if anybody ties this cloth around his waist, he will get a supernatural 

power”, and King Aaron said “How can I believe that? I need a proof, Abu?. In 

these sentences, King Aaron did not only give the question about how he believe 

that and he required him a proof, but from the sentences King Aaron order 

Abunawas to give a proof to him. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech 
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acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They express the 

speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on 

context and description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary 

act is directive. 

(9) KA: No, Abu. Why don’t you try it yourself? 

AN: No, your majesty. If I do it myself and let people hit me, I can tell a lie. I 

just say I don‟t feel any pain although I suffered very much. That‟s why I need 

somebody to try it out. 

(S-18/KA/18) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas ordered King Aaron to tie the charm 

around king Aaron waist and the guards hit the 

king Aaron 

b. Illocutionary act  

  To proof Abunawas charm, Abunawas ordered King Aaron to tie the 

charm around King Aaron waist and the guards hit the King Aaron, King Aaron 

asked “ no, Abu. Why don‟t you try it yourself?”. In this sentence, King Aaron did 

not only give a question about why did not Abunawas try himself, but King Aaron 
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suggesting Abunawas to try it by himself. Directives speech act are those kinds of 

speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They express 

the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based 

on context and description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s 

illocutionary act is directive.  

(10) KA: So, how will you prove it, if I don‟t want to try out? 

       AN: Let’s try on a solder  

(S-19/AN/ 18) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron wanted Abu to prove his charm 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron wanted Abu to prove his charm and Abunawas said “Let‟s try 

on a solder”. In this sentence, Abunawas command to try his charm to solder. 

Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get 

someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They are 

command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of 

directive, it is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is directive. 
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(11) KA: Abu, what about you? 

AN: I‟ll move the mosque, but I have condition, your majesty. 

(S-22/KA/20) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At Mosque 

3) Context of situation :King Aaron make a very important announcement, 

he want someone can move the mosque to other 

location but nobody took the offer 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron want someone can move the mosque to other location but 

nobody took the offer, King Aaron asked to Abu “what about you?”. In this 

sentence, King Aaron did not ask the question but order Abu to move the mosque. 

Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get 

someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They are 

command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of 

directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(12)AN: Lift it up and put in my shoulder  

(S-25/AN/22) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and people 

2) Setting    : At Mosque 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron order Abunawas to move the mosque 

 b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron order Abunawas to move the mosque. Abunawas turned to the 

people and said “Lift it up and put in my shoulder”. In this sentence Abunawas 

command the peoples to lift up and put the mosque in his shoulder. Directives 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to 

do something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, 

requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is 

obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is directive. 
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(13) AN: yes, your majesty  

 KA: Good! Too bad that nobody has ever swum across the gulf. I            

wonder is that possible for a man to swim across the gulf. How many days will 

he take to get o the other side of the gulf? Abu, I need you to answer my 

curiousity. I want you to take this mission as an honour duty. 

(S-27/KA/23) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : Abuanawas answered the king Aaron question 

about the wide gulf nearby 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron called Abunawas and he has another mission for Abunawas. 

King Aaron said “I want you to take this mission as an honour duty”. In these 

sentences, King Aaron did not just give information about he wanted Abunawas 

to do his mission to swim across the gulf. He is order Abunawas to do his mission. 

Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get 

someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They are 

command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of 

directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(14) AN: Your Majesty, I‟m not a good swimmer 

      KA: You must be able to do so 

(S-30/KA/23) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron order Abunawas to swim across the 

gulf. Abunawas said He is not a good swimmer  

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron order Abunawas to swim across the gulf. Abunawas  said he is not 

agood swimmer, so King Aaron said “You must be able to do so”. In this sentence 

King Aaron command Abunawas to do his order. Directives speech act are those 

kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They 

express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. 

Based on context and description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s 

illocutionary act is directive. 
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(15) AN: No palm can grow that speed, Your Majesty 

KA: I know you are a smart man. You have to be able to get the palm. And 

you must plant it in the palace square so that everybody can see it.  

(S-34/KA/27) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron order Abunawas to plant miraculous 

palm 

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron order Abunawas to plant miraculous palm. King Aaron said   “you 

must plant it in the palace square so that everybody can see it”. in this sentence 

King Aaron command Abunawas to do his order. Directives speech act are those 

kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They 

express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. 

Based on context and description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s 

illocutionary act is directive. 
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(16) KA: Abu, I want a miraculous palm 

AN: your majesty, what do you mean by a miraculous palm? 

(S-32/KA/27) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : The king Aaron called Abunawas again. He 

would give him another impossible mission 

b. Illocutionary act   

 King Aaron called Abunawas, he would give Abunawas another 

impossible mission. King Aaron said “Abu, I want a miraculous palm”. In this 

sentence King Aaron did not give the information about he want a miraculous 

palm but he want give order Abunawas to get the miraculous palm. Directives 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to 

do something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, 

requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is 

obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(17) KA: Abu, I‟ve heard your palm tree! But I will not believe it before I 

prove it myself. 

AN: Why don’t you see it now, your majesty 

(S-35/AN/29) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : Abunanawas and King Aaron  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron has heard about Abunawas palm 

tree but he will not believe it before he prove it 

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron has heard about Abunawas palm tree but he will not believe it 

before he prove it, Abunawas said “why don‟t you see it now, your majesty?”. In 

this sentence, Abunawas did not only ask the question, but Abunawas suggesting 

King Aaron to see the palm tree by himself. Directives speech act are those kinds 

of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. They express 

the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based 

on context and description of directive, it is obvious that Abunawas‟s 

illocutionary act is directive. 
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(18) AN: Going the moon? 

KA: Yes, Abu. I know you are a smart man. You must be able to go to 

the moon 

(S-37/KA/30) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas 

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron order Abunawas to go to the moon 

but Abunawas was surprise. 

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron order Abunawas to go to the moon but Abunawas was 

surprise, and King Aaron said “You must be able to go to the moon”. In this 

sentence King Aaron command Abunawas to do his order. Directives speech act 

are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do 

something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, 

and suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is obvious that 

King Aaron illocutionary act is directive. 
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(19) AN: the tree is just a ladder through which I went to the moon 

KA: So you have really stepped on the moon and seen the things there? 

(S-40/KA/32) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At yard Abunawas‟ house 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas‟ wife said Abunawas is just leaving for 

the moon, he climbed the palm tree to go to the 

moon. The king saw a black figure getting down 

from the tree, the black figure is Abunawas and 

Abunawas said he has just investigated the moon 

b. Illocutionary act  

 Abunawas said he has just investigated the moon and King Aaron asked 

“So you have really stepped on the moon and seen the things there?. In this 

sentence King Aaron request Abunawas to tell what he saw there. Directives 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to 

do something. They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, 

requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is 

obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 
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(20) KA: All right, if you real went there, who are the witnesses? Who saw 

you going up to the moon, walking there, and coming back to the earth? 

AN: I‟ll give you not only three witnesses, but tens or even thousands of them. 

(S-41/KA/32) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At yard Abunawas‟ house 

3) Context of situation : Abunawas said he has just investigated the moon 

and Abunawas said he saw the land and mountains 

and no plants at the moon 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron asked to Abunawas “All right, if you real went there, who are 

the witnesses? Who saw you going up to the moon, walking there, and coming 

back to the earth?”. In these sentences, King Aaron did not only ask about the 

witnesses, but King Aaron request Abunawas to give a proof if he had 

investigated the moon. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that 

speaker use to get someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. 

They are command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and 

description of directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is 

directive. 
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(21) AN: What should I do, your majesty? 

KA: I ask for your help, Abu. Everybody knows that you are a very smart 

man. Therefore, I think you can help me teach my cow to read. If you 

cannot I‟ll punish you!  

(S-43/KA/33) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron sent one of his guards to call 

Abunawas, Abunawas followed the guard to the 

palace, after sitting there for a while he asked what 

should he do. 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron said , “Abu. Everybody knows that you are a very smart man. 

Therefore, I think you can help me teach my cow to read”. In this sentence, King 

Aaron did not only tell about Abunawas is smart man and can helped him, but 

King Aaron order Abunawas to do his mission, which is to teach his cow to read. 

Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get 

someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They are 
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command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of 

directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 

 (22) KA: Abu, do you know that I‟m now thinking about my people. I love 

my people very much. I want to be with them forever, yet, it could be last 

because at any time I‟ll die. I dream of being in heaven with my people when I 

die. It‟s an absurd dream, isn‟t it? However, I believe that my dream will come 

true if somebody as smart as you give me a help. You only need to take a 

picture of heaven to encourage people to behave rightly. So that they might 

stay in heaven later. 

AN: When should I do it, your majesty? 

(S-45/KA/36) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At palace 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron was still much curious about 

Abunawas smartness. He wanted to find more how 

abunawas solved a problem. Thus, he made up a 

fake problem and would order Abunawas to find a 

solution 
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b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron was still much curious about Abunawas smartness. He wanted 

to find more how abunawas solved a problem. King Aaron said “You only need to 

take a picture of heaven to encourage people to behave rightly. So that they might 

stay in heaven later”. In this sentence, King Aaron did not only tell about his 

dream but he order Abu to take a picture of heaven. Directives speech act are 

those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. 

They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and 

suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is obvious that King 

Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 

(23) KA: You said you go to the heaven, Abu? 

AN: Tomorrow, your majesty 

(S-48/KA/38) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At Abunawas‟ House 

3) Context of situation : King Aaron came to Abunawas‟ house he wanted 

to know whether Abunawas had gone to heaven  

 

 



62 
 

 
       

b. Illocutionary act 

 When the King saw Abunaws was still in his chair, he said “you said you 

go to the heaven, Abu?”. In this sentence, King Aaron did not only ask a question 

but King Aaron command Abunawas go to heaven. Directives speech act are 

those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to get someone else to do something. 

They express the speaker wants. They are command, orders, requests, and 

suggestions. Based on context and description of directive, it is obvious that King 

Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 

(24) KA: You said you wanted to go now! 

AN: I said tomorrow, your majesty 

KA: Yesterday you said tomorrow. It means now 

(S-49/KA/38) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follows: 

1) Addresser & addressee  : King Aaron and Abunanawas  

2) Setting    : At Abunawas‟ House 

3) Context of situation : the king came to Abunawas‟ house again. He 

found Abunawas was about to go to bed 
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b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron said to Abunawas “You said you wanted to go now”. In this 

sentence, King Aaron did not only remind Abunawas, but King Aaron Order Abu 

went to now. Directives speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use 

to get someone else to do something. They express the speaker wants. They are 

command, orders, requests, and suggestions. Based on context and description of 

directive, it is obvious that King Aaron‟s illocutionary act is directive. 

3. Commisives 

(1) KA: Abu, I want six speaking donkeys with beard. I give you a week, if 

you cannot get the animals, I’ll punish you. 

(S-2/KA/7) 

a. context 

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : King Aaron and Abunawas 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron called Abunawas. He assigned 

Abunawas to do impissible mission. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron assigned Abunawas to do mission, and King Aaron said “I 

give you a week, if you cannot get the animals, I‟ll punish you”. In this sentence, 
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King Aaron threats will punish Abunawas. Commisive speech act are those kinds 

of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. They 

express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and 

shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that King 

Aaron‟s illocutionary act is commisive. 

(2) AN: Tomorrow we’ll go to see the king 

(S-3/AN/7) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at city square  

3) Context of situation  : Abunawas said to six men, King Aaron can tell 

them what day it is. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 Abunawas met six men with beard. Abunawas ask a question “what‟s the 

day?”, but no one can answer his question. So, Abunawas said “Tomorrow we‟ll 

go to see the king”. In this sentence, Abunawas did not only inform about see the 

King, but Abunawas promise they will go to see the King tomorrow. Commisive 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to 

some future actions. They express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, 
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refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it 

is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is commisive. 

(3) AN: Yes, your Majesty 

 KA: what are you doing, Abu? Don‟t you know that you almost destroy            

the palace? I can punish you right now! 

(S-12/KA/15) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : King Aaron and Abunawas 

2) Setting   : at around the palace 

3) Context of situation  : Abunawas dig many holes around the palace  

b. Illocutionary act  

 Abunawas dig many holes around the palace. King Aaron said “I can 

punish you right now!”. In this sentence, King Aaron did not only inform about he 

can punish Abunawas, but King Aaron threat to punish Abunawas. Commisive 

speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to 

some future actions. They express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, 

refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it 

is obvious that King Aaron illocutionary act is commisive. 
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(4) AN: Tomorrow I’ll get it 

     KA: Tomorrow? 

(S-15/AN/17) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron assigned Abunawas to look for a 

charm 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron assigned Abunawas to look for a charm and Abunawas said 

“Tomorrow I‟ll get it”. In this sentence Abuawas promise get a charm tomorrow. . 

Commisive speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit 

themselves to some future actions. They express the speaker intends. They are 

promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on context and descriptions 

of commisive, it is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is commisive.  

(5) KA: Anybody who can move the mosque will get a lot of prizes 

(S-21/KA/20) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 



67 
 

 
       

1) Addresser & addressee : King Aaron and Abunawas 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron make a very important 

announcement. 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron make announcement he said “Anybody who can move the 

mosque will get a lot of prizes”. In this sentence King Aaron did not only give 

announcement, but King Aaron promise give a lot of prizes to anybody who can 

moving mosque. Commisive speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker 

use to commit themselves to some future actions. They express the speaker 

intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on 

context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that King Aaron illocutionary 

act is commisive. 

(6) KA: Abu, what about you? 

     AN: I’ll move the mosque, but I have a condition, Your Majesty 

(S-23/AN/20) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 
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3) Context of situation  : King Aaron order Abunawas to move the mosque 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron order Abunawas to move the mosque and Abunawas said “I‟ll 

move the mosque, but I have a condition, Your Majesty”. In this sentence 

Abunawas promise will move the mosque. Commisive speech act are those kinds 

of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. They 

express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and 

shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that 

Abunawas illocutionary act is commisive. 

(7) KA: What is it? 

AN: I’ll move the mosque the following Friday, if you hold a feast for 

us 

(S-24/AN/20) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron order Abunawas to move the mosque  
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b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron order Abunawas to move the mosque and Abunawas said “I‟ll 

move the mosque the following Friday, if you hold a feast for us”. In this sentence 

Abuawas promise will move the mosque the following Friday. Commisive speech 

act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some 

future actions. They express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, 

refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it 

is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is commisive. 

(8) KA: You must be able to do so 

     AN: Yes, I’ll do it, Your Majesty  

(S-31/AN/23) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron order Abunawas to swum across the 

gulf 

b. Illocutionary act 

 King Aaron order Abunawas to swum across the gulf and Abunawas said 

“Yes, I‟ll do it, Your Majesty”. In this sentence, Abunawas promise will do the 
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King Aaron order. Commisive speech act are those kinds of speech acts that 

speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. They express the 

speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and shown. Based 

on context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that Abunawas 

illocutionary act is commisive. 

(9) KA: You must be able to go to the moon 

    AN: Okay, I’ll go there tomorrow evening, Your Majesty 

(S-38/AN/30) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron order Abunawas to go to the moon 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron order Abunawas to go to the moon and Abunawas said “Okay, 

I‟ll go there tomorrow evening, Your Majesty”. In this sentence, Abunawas 

promise doing the King Aaron order. Commisive speech act are those kinds of 

speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. They 

express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and 

shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that 

Abunawas illocutionary act is commisive. 
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(10) AN: From my house 

KA: All right, I’ll go there to see you go to the moon tomorrow 

evening 

(S-39/KA/30) 

 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : King Aaron and Abunawas 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : Abunawas said he will go to the moon tomorrow 

evening 

b. Illocutionary act  

Aaron order Abunawas to go to the moon and Abunawas will go to the 

moon tomorrow evening, so King Aaron said “All right, I‟ll go there to see you go 

to the moon tomorrow evening”. In this sentence, King Aaron promise will go 

there to see Abunawas in tomorrow evening. Commisive speech act are those 

kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. 

They express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, 

and shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that 

King Aaron illocutionary act is commisive. 
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(11) KA:  All right. If you really went there, who are the witnesses? 

AN: I’ll give you not only three witnesses, but tens or even thousands 

of them 

(S-42/AN/32) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at Abunawas‟ house 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron request Abunawaa to give witnesses 

if he is really go to the moon 

b. Illocutionary act  

King Aaron request Abunawaa to give witnesses if he is really go to the 

moon and Abunawas said “I‟ll give you not only three witnesses, but tens or even 

thousands of them”. In this sentence, Abunawas promise he will give King Aaron 

many witnesses. Commisive speech act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker 

use to commit themselves to some future actions. They express the speaker 

intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on 

context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary 

act is commisive. 

(12) AN: What should I do, Your Majesty 
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KA: I ask you for your help, Abu. Everybody knows that you are a very smart 

man. Therefore, I think you can help me teach my cow to read. If you cannot 

I’ll punish you  

(S-44/KA/33) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : King Aaron and Abunawas  

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron command Abunawas to teach his cow 

to read 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron command Abunawas to teach his cow to read and said “If you 

cannot I‟ll punish you”. In this sentence, King Aaron threat Abunawas if Abu 

cannot do his command he will punish Abunawas. Commisive speech act are 

those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some future 

actions. They express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, 

pledges, and shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it is 

obvious that King Aaron illocutionary act is commisive. 
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(13) KA: Tomorrow! 

       AN: Yes, tomorrow I’ll go to heaven 

(S-46/AN/37) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron order Abunawas to go to heaven 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron order Abunawas to go to heaven and Abunawas said “Yes, 

tomorrow I‟ll go to heaven”. In this sentence, Abunawas promise will go to 

heaven tomorrow. Commisive speech act are those kinds of speech acts that 

speaker use to commit themselves to some future actions. They express the 

speaker intends. They are promises, threats, refusals, pledges, and shown. Based 

on context and descriptions of commisive, it is obvious that Abunawas 

illocutionary act is commisive. 
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(14) KA: Make sure you take a fine and beautiful picture, Abu? 

       AN: I will do my best, and I will always respect the King  

(S-47/AN/38) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : Abunawas and King Aaron 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron said to Abunawas to take beautiful 

picture 

b. Illocutionary act  

 King Aaron said to Abunawas to take beautiful picture and Abnawas said 

“I will do my best, and I will always respect the King”. In this sentence, 

Abunawas promise he will do the best and respect the King. Commisive speech 

act are those kinds of speech acts that speaker use to commit themselves to some 

future actions. They express the speaker intends. They are promises, threats, 

refusals, pledges, and shown. Based on context and descriptions of commisive, it 

is obvious that Abunawas illocutionary act is commisive. 
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4. Expressive  

(1)AN: yes, your majesty  

KA: Good! Too bad that nobody has ever swum across the gulf. I wonder 

is that possible for a man to swim across the gulf. How many days 

will he take to get o the other side of the gulf? Abu, I need you to 

answer my curiousity. I want you to take this mission as an honour 

duty. 

(S-26/KA/23) 

a. Context  

These are aspects which supported an analysis of context as follow: 

1) Addresser & addressee : King Aaron and Abunawas 

2) Setting   : at palace 

3) Context of situation  : King Aaron wanted somebody to swim across the 

gulf. 

b. Illocutionary act 

King Aaron wanted somebody to swim across the gulf. King Aaron said “I 

wonder is that possible for a man to swim across the gulf”. In this sentence, King 

Aaron give a statement of pleasure. Expressive speech act are those kinds of 

speech acts that state what the speaker feels. Expressive speech acts can be 

statements of pleasure, thanking, condolence, an introduction, pain, likes, dislikes, 
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joy or sorrow. Based on context and description of Expressive, it is obvious that 

King Aaron illocutionary act is expressive. 

5. Declaration 

 The declaration type of illocutionary was not found in Abunawas and his 

impossible missions short stories. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SEGGESTIONS 

 In this chapter, the researcher divides the content into two parts. They are 

(1) conclusions, (2) suggestions. 

5.1 Conclusions  

 This research is concerned with the Pragmatics analysis of illocutionary 

acts used in Abunawas and his impossible missions short stories. The study of 

language could not be done without considering aspects of the speech situation. In 

this research, the researcher analyzes the context as one of aspect the speech 

situations which is significant thing in Pragmatics study.  The context is 

influential to describe the situations where illocutionary act of utterances occur.  

 The researcher has found and analyzed 49 data in the utterances of King 

Aaron and Abunawas in Abunawas and his impossible missions short stories that 

classified illocutionary acts theory by John Searle. There are four types of 

illocutionary acts used by King Aaron and Abunawas in Abunawas and his 

impossible missions short stories. They are representatives, directives, 

commisives, and expressives. The declaration was not found. The directives are 

most frequent illocutionary acts, while the expressive are the fewest.  
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5.2 Suggestions 

 Based on conclusion above the researcher proposes to explain how 

illocutionary act occur in the utterances of Abunawas and his impossible missions 

short stories based on context. It means for the readers who want to analyze the 

illocutionary acts of the short stories, they should require their analysis with the 

context of situations because it is significant in studying speech acts. Then, for the 

other researchers who are interested in Pragmatics study, not only short stories but 

also the other media such as newspaper, TV, movie which can be the object of the 

other Pragmatics study analysis.  

 The researcher hope for English teachers should take into account on 

illocutionary acts in English teaching. The appropriate implementation of 

illocutionary acts in teaching-learning process will indirectly help the students 

master the communicative competence. Moreover, the use of particular 

illocutionary functions, e.g.: questioning, can be so essential for helping the 

students to active their background knowledge and critical awareness.  
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APPENDIX A: 

SHORT STORIES 
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Catching Six Speaking Donkeys 

One day King Aaron called Abunawas. He assigned him to do impossible 

mission. 

"Abu, I want six speaking donkeys with beard. I give you a week. If you 

cannot get the animals, I'll punish you. 

"Abunawas was confused. He went home. He stayed home the whole day 

to think about the mission. On the seventh day he went to the city square where he 

could meet a lot of people. 

Any time he met a person with beard, he asked him, "Hi, young man. 

What's the day? 

Any of those persons who could answer his question correctly would be 

allowed to go, but for those who could not would be asked to follow him. Finally, 

he got six persons with wrong answers. 

"What do you want from us, Abu?" asked one of them. 

Abunawas didn't answer the question, he asked another  

question instead. "What's the day?" 

The man answered, "Thursday." 

"Fool, it's Wednesday," said another. 

"No, it's Monday!" said another. 

"Okay! You are now confused. Tomorrow we'll go to see  

the king. He'll tell us what day it is," said Abunawas to calm them down. 

Abunawas then asked them to go to his house. He told them that the king 

was a humorous man. He liked jokes. So, he asked them to answer the king's 

question jokingly. 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 



86 
 

 
       

 

 

 

The following day, Abunawas and the six men went to the palace. The 

king and the ministers had been there for a moment waiting for Abunawas. As he 

saw Abunawas entering the palace, he asked, "Abu, have you got the six speaking 

animals?" 

Abunawas whispered to them, "See, how humorous is the king!" 

The king repeated the question. 

"Yes, Your Majesty. Here they are!" 

"Abu, what are you saying?" The king asked in a surprise tone. 

"Here they are, Your Majesty." 

"They are human beings, not animals!" 

"Ask them about the day," said Abunawas. 

So the king asked them the name of the day one by one. None of them 

answered correctly. The king wondered how the men were so foolish. He said, 

"You are foolish like donkeys!" 
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"Yes, you are right, Your Majesty," said Abunawas quickly. 

"Yes, yes, you are right, Your Majesty," said the six men. 

After that, the king said again, "Abu, where are the six speaking 

donkeys?" 

"Your Majesty, you just said, they are donkeys. None of them can 

correctly answer your simple questions!" answered Abunawas. 

 

Impossible  : tidak mungkin 

Mission  : misi, tugas 

Donkey  : keledai 

Beard  : janggut  
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The Sun in the Pail 

The king gave another impossible task again to Abunawas that day. He 

said, "Abu, in this summer, the sun is very very hot. If you can wrap the sun, 

you'll help all people." 

Abunawas was just silent. Then the king said again, "I want you to wrap 

the sun by tomorrow!" 

Abunawas could not refuse the order. He looked confused. 

"What time will you take the order, Abu?" asked the king. 

Abunawas was silent. The king repeated the question. 

After a quite long silence he answered, "Around midday, Your Majesty!" 

Then the king ordered all the ministers to come to the palace the next day 

around twelve o'clock.  

The next day at twelve o'clock many people gathered in the palace. They 

wanted to see how Abunawas wrapped the sun. When Abunawas came there, the 

king asked him directly, "How will you do it, Abu?" 

"I need a pail of water and a big leather bag, Your Majesty. There must be 

no leak on the bag," said the smart man. 

Then the king asked his guards to get a pail of water and a big leather bag. 

Not long after that the guards brought in the things. They gave them to 

Abunawas. 

After receiving them, Abunawas went to the palace square with a pail of 

water. He put it in the middle of the square. He  
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looked into the pail. The water was very clean. He saw the reflection of the sun in 

the water. Then he went back to the king and the ministers. 

"Your Majesty, I have caught the sun. I put it in the pail," said Abunawas. 

The king smiled and asked, "How can you prove it, Abu?" 

Abunawas asked one of the minister to go to the middle of  

the square and to look into the pail. He asked the minister when he came back, 

"What did you see?" 

The minister answered, "The sun!" 

The other ministers talked to each other. They did not believe the minister 

who just saw the sun in the pail. 

"Abu, can I see the sun?" asked one of them. 

"Go ahead," answered Abunawas. 

So, the minister went to see the sun in the pail. When he came back, he 

told the other that he saw the sun in the pail. 
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"Do you want to prove it yourself, Your Majesty?" asked Abunawas to the 

king. 

The king smiled. He knew Abunawas try to release himself from the 

impossible task. He said, "No, Abu. Now wrap it!" 

Abunawas took the big leather bag. He went to the middle of the square. 

He opened the bag and put it on the ground. Next, he lifted the pail and poured the 

water into the bag. He closed the bag and ran to the king. 

"I have wrapped the sun, Your Majesty," he said and put the bag in front 

of the king. 

"I still see the sun shining in the sky, Abu," said the king. 

"Your Majesty, your ministers told us that they saw the sun in the pail. 

And I poured the water into the bag. So, the sun is in the bag now," argued 

Abunawas. 

"Abu, look outside. The sun is shining in the sky!" the king argued also. 

"Yes, Your Majesty. But it is the second sun." 

"The second sun? There is only one sun in the world!" 

"You're right, Your Majesty. There is only one sun in the world. So, when 

I put it into the bag, the whole world was in total darkness. So, God replaced it 

with the new one," Abunawas argued convincingly. 

The king could not argue any further. Then he walked to the bag and 

opened the bag. He did not see the sun in the bag. Then he said, "Abu, there is no 

sun in the bag. Where is the sun you just wrapped?" 

"Your Majesty, there are two suns now. The sun in the bag feels guilty 

because I can catch it. It will show itself only if it sees the second sun," said 

Abunawas. 

"What do you mean?" asked the king. 

Abunawas did not answer the question. He took the bag and brought it 

outside. He opened it under the sun. After a moment he shouted, "It's here, Your 

Majesty!" 

 

12 



91 
 

 
       

Pail  : ember 

Wrap  : membungkus 

Leather : kulit 

Leak  : kebocoran  

Pour  : menuangkan 

Guilty  : bersalah  
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Draining off the Sea 

Two days after Abunawas wrapped the sun, he was called to the palace 

again. The king greeted him warmly. He said, "Abu, you are very great. You can 

put the sun in a bag." 

"Thank you, Your Majesty." 

"Our sea has been polluted. We will be able to clean it up 

 when it is dry. Now I want you to drain off the sea," said the king. 

Then Abunawas went home. On the way he saw some children look for 

fish in a small stream by the streat. They drained off a small hole by the stream 

with a pail. Abunawas smiled. He got an idea. 

Early the next morning it was very crowded around the palace. A lot of 

people dug several big holes around the palace. Some guards asked for for 

explanation to Abunwas, but they were ignored. The people kept on digging the 

holes. 

The guards notified the king about the strange happening around the 

palace. 

"What's the matter?" asked the king. 

"Abunawas and his friends dig many holes around the palace," reported 

one of the guards. 

"Why don't you stop them?" asked the king. 

"They ignored us. You have to see it yourself, Your Majesty," said the 

other guard. 
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Then the king went out of the main building to the yard. He was surprised 

when he saw the palace fence nearly fall down. "Bring Abunawas here," he 

shouted to one of the guards. 

The guard ran to Abunawas, "Abu, Abu ... the king calls you!" he shouted. 

"Dig deeper! Deeper!" Abunawas kept giving orders as if he had not heard 

anything. 

The king saw Abunawas did not pay any attention to the guard. He walked 

toward himself. 

"Abu, Abu ... Stop!" shouted the king. 

Abunawas pretended to be surprised. He paid homage  

and said, "Yes, Your Majesty". Then he asked his friends to stop digging. 

The king said, "What are you doing, Abu? Don't you know that you almost 

destroy the palace? I can punish you right now!" 

"Your Majesty, I just do you order," answered Abunawas. 
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"I've never ordered you to destroy my own palace. Tell me what are you 

doing!" said the king. 

"We're making a dam." 

"A dam? What is it for?" asked the king. 

"Yesterday you ordered me to drain up the sea. The dam is for the sea 

water. If I drain up the sea and don't make any dam for the water, there will be a 

big flood in this country," answered Abunawas. "So, today we make the dam and 

tomorrow we will drain the sea!" 

Drain off : mengeringkan 

Polluted : tercemar 

Stream  : parit 

Hole  : lubang 

Dug (bentuk  : menggali 

past dari dig) 

ignore  : mengacuhkan, tidak memperhatikan 

fence  : pagar 

prented  : berpura-pura 

destroy  : merusak 

dam  : dam, tandon air 

flood  : banjir 

 

16 

 

 

 

 



95 
 

 
       

Super Natural Power 

 One day King Aaron called Abunawas to the palace. He asked, “have you 

ever heard the story of a man with supernatural power, Abu?” 

 “ofcourse, his Majesty. With such power, a person will not suffer any 

pain nor be hurt,” Abunawas answered. 

 “that‟s right. Toda I assign you to look for a charm. People say with a 

charm any person will not suffeer any pain. No matter how people try tu hurt him, 

he will not suffer,” said the king. 

 Abunawas was quiet for a moment. He thought about the duty for some 

minutes. The he said, “tomorrow I‟ll get it“ Abunawas said. 

This answer made many people surprised. 

 “Tomorrow?!!” asked the king in disbelief. 

 “Yes, tomorrow, your majesty”, Abunawas answered. 

 Then Abunawas went home. In the following day, exactly at noon, he 

went to the palace again. 

 “Have you got the charm, Abu?” asked the king. 

 “Yes, your majesty. 

 “Could you show me?” 

 “Here it is, said Abunawas. He took out a piece of white cloth. If anybody 

ties this cloth around his waist, he will get a supernatural power. Nothing will hurt 

his body. 
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 “How can I believe that? I need a proof, Abu?” said the king. 

“it‟s easy, your majesty. I tie it around your waist. Let the guards hit you 

and you will not feel pain”, said Abunawas. 

The king was surprised. No, Abu. Why don‟t you try it to yourself? 

“No, your majesty. If I do it myself and let people hit me, I can tell a lie. I 

just can say I don‟t feel any pain although I suffered very much. That‟s why I 

need somebody to try it out”, said Abunawas. 

There was silence before the king asked, “So, how will you prove it, if I 

don‟t want to try out?”, 

“Let‟s try on a soilder”, said Abunawas. 

The king did not agrre with Abunawas „ idea, because the king id not 

believe that it was a real charm. Abunawas did not argue the king and only said.”I 

have my own soilder”.  Then he went out to the palace square where several 

people gathered. 
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Abunawas walked toward a tree grew on the palace square. Some people 

soon stood around him. He tied the cloth around the tree. Suddenly he took a 

piece of paper out of his pocket. It was written on it the word “SOLDIER”. 

Next the stretched the paper and showed it to the people. He asked, “do 

you know what it is?” 

“SOLDIER!” said the people together 

“What is it?” repeated Abunawas 

“SOLDIER!” they shouted together. 

Abunawas smiled and said, “All right, I put this soldier under the tree and 

I tie it around the tree using that piece of cloth”. 

Abuanwas slipped the paper between the white cloth and the tree. He said 

to the people again, “Now, throw anything you like to the soldier!” 

The people were confused. Then Abunawas gave an example. He took a 

stone and threw it to the piece of paper emocitonally. Soon other people did the 

same too. 

Abunawas quietly walked to the king and whispered, “You see, Your 

majesty. That soldier doesn‟t complain at all. He feels no pain!” 

 

Supernatural : gaib 

Suffer a pain : merasakan rasa sakit 

Charm  : jimat 

Stretch  : mengembangkan, membuka 

Complain : mengeluh  
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Moving the Mosque 

One day King Aaron spoke in front of his people. "After having Friday 

prayer tomorrow afternoon, you should not go home. I will make a very important 

announcement." 

"The place around our mosque is very noisy. So, I would like to move our 

mosque to another location. Anybody who can move the mosque will get a lot of 

prizes." 

Nobody took the offer. The king repeated the announcement many times. 

Still, nobody spoke. The king looked at the people one by one. His eyes tried to 

find Abunawas. When he saw him, he asked, "Abu, what about you?" 

Abunawas was surprised. But, finally he said, "I'll move the mosque, but I 

have a condition, Your Majesty," said he. 

"What is it?" asked the king. 

"I'll move the mosque the following Friday, if you hold a feast for us," said 

the smart man. 

Nobody spoke. They looked at Abunawas unbelievably. They thought that 

the task was impossible. They could not imagine how a man could lift up and 

carry a big mosque. 

The following Friday, a lot of people were gathering in front of the 

mosque. They just finished doing the Friday prayer. They joined a big feast there. 

Everybody was happy. 

"Abunawas, this is the time you do your job," said the king. He continued 

speaking to the people, "You all are here to witness an extraordinary thing today. 

Abunawas will move the mosque to its new place there." 
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Abunawas cleared his throat and said, "Brothers, King Aaron gave me an 

order to move the mosque to the other side of the palace square." 

The crowd made some noise expressing their disbelief on what they just 

heard. One of them shouted, "How will you lift it up, Abu?" 

Abunawas looked at the man. He smiled and said, "I will carry it on my 

shoulder." 

"Okay, Abu. Do it now," shouted King Aaron over the noise. 

The crowd was silent. Nobody dared to speak loudly. 

Abunawas stepped forward to the people. He stood with his legs apart. He 

bowed to pull his trousers up. He rolled up the sleeves of his shirt. Then he 

walked to the mosque. Hundreds of people, including the king and the ministers 

followed him. 
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When Abunawas came to the side of the mosque, he stopped and 

murmured something inaudible. Many people took a deep breath. 

Abunawas turned to the people and said, "Brothers, usually when I bring 

something heavy, I ask for a help to somebody to put it on my shoulder. The 

mosque is very heavy. Please help me. Lift it up and put in on my shoulder!" 

Everybody was surprised. They just looked at each other. 

"Gentlemen, there are around two hundreds of you here. You've just had a 

big feast! You must be very strong. Please, help me!" said Abunawas again. 

Suddenly one of the ministers said, "Abu, are you crazy? We will not be 

able to lift it up!" 

"Yes, we won't" said another one. 

More and more people shouted the same thing. 

Abunawas said to the king, "It's not my fault not to move the mosque, 

Your Majesty. The people don't want to help me!" 

The king smiled bitterly as he heard Abunawas' words. 

 

Feast  : pesta makan 

Witness : menyaksikan 

Extraordinary : luar biasa 

Murmur : bergumam 

Inaudible : tak terdengar 
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Exploring the Sea 

One morning King Aaron called the smart man to the palace again. He 

said, "Today I have another mission for you, Abunawas." said the king. 

"What should I do, Your Majesty?" asked Abunawas impatiently. 

"Do you know that we have a wide gulf nearby?," asked King Aaron. 

"Yes, Your Majesty." Abunawas answered. 

"Good! Too bad that nobody has ever swum across the gulf. I wonder, is 

that possible for a man to swim across the gulf? How many days will he take to 

get to the other side of the gulf? Abu, I need you to answer my curiousity. I want 

you to take this mission as an honour duty". 

Abunawas was very surprised. "Your Majesty, I'm not a good swimmer," 

he said. 

"I know you are not a good swimmer, but everybody knows you are the 

smartest man in the country. You must be able to do so," answered the king. 

"Yes, I'll do it, Your Majesty," grumbled Abunawas as he walked out. 

Then he took a walk to the beach. He looked at the wide gulf. Then he sat 

down under a palm tree. He was trying to get ideas to solve his impossible 

mission. At that time he saw children's clothes. They were piled up on a big rock 

beside him.  
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"Where are the children? They must be swimming on the beach," he talked 

to himself. Then suddenly he shouted, "I've got an idea!" 

He stood up and walked home. He got up early the following day. He soon 

went to the beach. He smiled and took off his dresses and his ring. He put them on 

the sand. He, put off his shoes, then laid them beside the dresses. He went back 

home. 

About one hour later the king and his ministers arrived at the beach. They 

smiled because they were sure that Abunawas would fail to do the king's 

assignment. 

"Where is he?" asked the king. "He said that he would have been here by 

now." 

"Maybe he escaped out of the country. How can a man swim across this 

wide gulf?" said one of the ministers. 
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They walked along the beach. When they were near the palm tree, King 

Aaron saw something on the sand. "What's that?" he said. 

They walked quickly to the piling stuff the king saw. "Whose clothes are 

these?" said the king wonderingly. 

The king and the ministers examined the clothes. When the king lifted the 

shirt, something dropped down. He took it and was surprised as he knew that it 

was Abunawas' ring. He remembered that he gave the ring to Abunawas several 

weeks ago. 

"This is Abunawas' ring," he answered. "Where is he?" 

Abeydron, one of his ministers, shouted to call Abunawas many times. Nobody 

appeared. The king and the ministers did not say anything for a moment. 

"Is it possible that Abunawas is swimming across the gulf now?" asked 

King Aaron softly as if asking for himself. 

Abeydron laughed loudly. "Abu dares to swim across such a wide gulf?" 

he said cynically. "These may belong to somebody else." 

"Okay, let's now go to Abunawas' house and prove it," said the king. 

The king and the minister walked to Abunawas' house. Abunawas' wife 

said that her husband left the house in the morning the day before. 

"Yesterday he told me that he would swim across the gulf. He said that 

Your Majesty ordered him to do so. Actually I did not let him go. Everybody 

knows that he is not a good swimmer, " said the woman sadly. 

At that time a palace guard came and reported, "Your Majesty, Abunawas 

was found!" 

The king was very happy to hear the news. He asked the guard how he was 

found. The guard told him the story. 
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In the late afternoon, three fishermen on the beach, at the other side of the 

gulf saw a man swimming. When they were close to the man, they recognized that 

it was Abunawas. Because Abunawas looked very tired, they helped Abunawas 

reach the beach. Not long after that, he collapsed. The news spread very quickly 

and reached the guard. 

Not long after that, the king and several guards went to the beach. The 

king sat down beside Abunawas. "Abu, Abu!" said the king while shaking 

Abunawas' body. 

Abunawas opened his eyes slowly. King Aaron was very glad. He held the 

smart man's body tightly. He looked very sorry for causing his beloved citizen to 

suffer. 

Abunawas smiled slightly when the king hugged him. "You are great 

Abu." 

 

Explore : menyelidiki 

Gulf  : telut 

Grumble : menggerutu 

Laugh  : tertawa 

Cynically : dengan isnis 

Recognize : mengenali 

Collapsed : pingsan 
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A Miraculous Palm 

Several days later the king called Abunawas again. He would give him 

another impossible mission. 

"Abu, I want a miraculous palm," said the king. 

"Your Majesty, what do you mean by a miraculous palm?" asked 

Abunawas surprisedly. 

"The palm which grows well and gets five centimeters higher everyday." 

"No palm can grow that speed, Your Majesty," said Abunawas. 

"I know you are a smart man. You have to be able to get the palm. And 

you must plant it in the palace square so that everybody can see it." 

Abunawas had no choice. He had to carry out that order. The next morning 

people saw a small palm tree grew in the palace square. At first people did not pay 

attention to it. As days gone by, they started to wonder about the tree that grew by 

around five centimeters each day. Soon the news spread all over the country. 

When Abeydron heard the news, he did not believe it. 

"I must be able to find out the trick," he said to himself. 

At night Abeydron stayed in the palace square to see what was happening. 

Around midnight he saw Abunawas came with a palm tree on his hands. He saw 

Abunawas pulled out the old one and replaced it with the new one. 
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Abeydron tried to go secretly. Unfortunately he stumbled over a stone. He 

fell down. This attracted Abunawas' attention. 

"What are you doing here, Abeydron?" asked Abunawas to him. 

"I just think you may need my help to take care of the palm!" said the 

minister. 

At that time he saw that Abunawas had thrown away the small palm. So, 

he decided not to report the case to the king because he had no proof. 

Abunawas himself realized that Abeydron had already knew what he did. 

He must be able to find another way to solve the problem. The next day in the 

morning he walked to the palm tree seller's shop. Before he arrived there, he saw 

Abeydron bought a very small palm tree. Abunawas decided not to meet 

Abeydron. He just watched over him from a distance, then he went to the palace. 

"Abu, I've heard about your palm tree!" said the king. "But I will not 

believe it before I prove it myself." 
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"Why don't you see it now, Your Majesty," asked Abunawas. 

"I'm very busy now." the king answered. 

Failing to ask the king to see the palm tree, he asked for some guards to 

watch the palm tree. 

"Why should they watch it?" 

"It's not an ordinary palm tree. If somebody touches it at night, it will lose 

its miracle," said Abunawas. 

Then the king sent three guards to him in the evening. 

"You watch the miraculous palm tree carefully. You don't have to stand by 

it all night. Just watch from the distance. Arrest anybody who tries to touch the 

plant. Because when somebody touches it at night, it will lose its miracle," said 

Abunawas to the guards. 

Around midnight a man walked quickly to the palm tree. He brought a 

small palm tree. He pulled out Abunawas' palm tree and replaced it with the 

smaller one quickly. At that time the guard caught him. 

"You're under arrest!" said one of the guards. 

At the same time Abunawas came over. They brought Abeydron to the 

king. 

"What's the matter Abu. It's midnight!" said the king. 

"I'm sorry Your Majesty. The miraculous palm tree had shown its miracle 

for four days. It grew five centimeters each day, but Minister Abeydron pulled it 

out just now!" 

"Did you Abey?" asked the king. 

"No, no,..." Abeydron answered. 

"We caught him red-handed, Your Majesty," said one of the guards. 

 

Miraculous   : ajaib 

Ordinary   : biasa 

Catch someone red-handed : menangkap basah 
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Investigating the Moon 

King Aaron gave another impossible mission that day. He asked 

Abunawas to go to the moon. 

"Going to the moon?" asked Abunawas. 

"Yes, Abu. I know you are a smart man. You must be able to go to the 

moon," said the king. 

"Okay, I'll go there tomorrow evening. Your Majesty," answered 

Abunawas quickly. 

The king was surprised. He never expected to get such certain answer. He 

asked, "Where will you go from?" 

"From my house," answered the smart man. 

"All right, I'll go there to see you go to the moon tomorrow evening," said 

the king. 

The next evening the king and his ministers went to Abunawas' house.The 

full moon shone brightly that evening. Stars were scattered all over the sky. 

When the king and his ministers arrived there, they could not find 

Abunawas at home. They just met his wife. 

"Where is Abunawas?" asked the king. 

"He is just leaving for the moon, Your Majesty," answered the woman. 

"He said that he would come back soon." 

The king and the ministers looked at each other. Then one of the ministers 

asked, "How did he leave for the moon?" 

"He climbed the palm tree over there." 

"How will he come back?" asked the king. 
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"He will come back through the palm tree also," answered Abunawas's 

wife. 

"Where is the palm tree?" 

"Over there," replied her, pointing her forefinger to the palm tree in the 

yard. 

The king saw a black figure getting down from the tree. 

"Is that you, Abunawas?" asked the king. 

"Yes, it's me, Your Majesty," he answered. 

"Where do you come from?" 

"I've just investigated the moon." 

"Did you investigate the moon from the top of that palm tree?" asked the 

king. 

"No," Abunawas answered. When he reached the ground he said, "The tree 

is just a ladder through which I went to the moon." 

The king just smiled when he heard Abunawas' answer. 
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"So you have really stepped on the moon and seen the things there?" asked 

the king. 

"Yes, I have," Abunawas answered shortly. 

"What did you see there?" 

"The land and mountains. There were no plants." 

"All right. If you really went there, who are the witnesses? Who saw you 

going up to the moon, walking there, and coming back to the earth?" asked the 

king smiling. 

Unpredictably Abunawas smiled hearing the question. "I'll give you not 

only three witnesses, but tens or even thousands of them," said Abunawas surely. 

"Who are they?" asked the king. 

Abunawas pointed his finger to the sky. 

"The stars were my witnesses. If you don't believe me, you can ask them 

then," said Abunawas surely 

Hearing the answer, the king laughed. "Why didn't you wait for us to 

witness your going to the moon?" the king asked. 

"You are too late, Your Majesty. I can only go to the moon at certain 

time." 

 

Expect  : mengira 

Figure  : sosok, bayangan 

Ladder  : tangga 
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Teaching a Cow to Read 

One day King Aaron sent one of his guards to call Abunawas. 

"Abu, you are supposed to see the king right now," said the guard to 

Abunawas. 

Abunawas followed the guard to the palace. After sitting there for while he 

asked, "What should I do, Your Majesty?" 

"I ask for your help, Abu. Everybody knows that you are a very smart 

man. Therefore, I think you can help me teach my cow to read. If you cannot, I'll 

punish you!" 

Abunawas had no choice. He accepted the order and took the cow home. 

As he arrived home, he tied the cow at the palm tree behind his house. 

In the next morning he went to the back yard with a rattan stick. He hit the 

animal again and again. The cow mooed again and again. He kept hitting it while 

saying, "You, the king, or I!" 

He did it every morning. More and more people knew what he did. One 

day the news reached to the king. King Aaron was angry to hear it. He sent a 

guard to call Abunawas. 

"Abu, why don't you give me a report on your duty?" asked the king when 

Abunawas was sitting in front of him. 

"I'm so sorry, Your Majesty. I was so busy teaching the cow to read that I 

forgot to report. Every morning and afternoon I teach it to read," answered 

Abunawas. 
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"Are you successful?" asked the king. 

"Not very much, Your Majesty." 

"I heard that you hit the cow every morning and afternoon. Why did you 

do that?" the king asked. 

Abunawas kept silent. 

"People said that you didn't teach the cow to read. You only said three 

words to it, 'You, the King, or I'. What do you mean? You have to explain that to 

me!" said the king furiously. 

Abunawas lifted his head and said, "The cow is an animal. No matter how 

well I teach it, it won't be able to read. I said, 'You, the King, or I' because I want 

to make the cow understand. Somebody must be wrong. It may be the cow, 'you', 

the King, or I myself," answered the smart man. 

"What do you mean by somebody must be wrong"? asked the king again. 

"If the cow cannot read, one possibility is the cow is wrong. It is too 

foolish! The second possibility is the king is wrong. He knows that animal cannot 

read, but he orders me to teach it to 
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read. The third possibility, I am wrong because I cannot teach an animal to read," 

answered Abunawas. The judge must decide on these three possibilities," 

answered Abunawas. 

The king was silent. He realized that his order was really impossible to do. 

Abunawas had shown it in his own unique way. 

"Why did you hit the cow. You can say the three words without hitting it," 

asked the king. Now he spoke more calmly. 

"I think every judge will not dare to say that the king is wrong. Therefore, 

I hit the cow with the hope that it will die soon. When it dies, there will be no 

more problem for me. I don't have to teach it to read and you cannot punish me," 

the smart man answered. 

The king was really speechless at that time. Abunawas was right. 

For a long time nobody spoke. Then Abunawas took leave for home. 

"You are right, Abu. I take my order back. You can have the cow. You can 

sell it, keep it, or slaughter it, but don't hit it," said the king. 

 

Mooed (bentuk past dari moo) : melenguh 

Judge     : hakim 

Speechless    : diam seribu bahasa 

Slaughter    : menyembelih  
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Taking the Picture of the Heaven 

King Aaron was still much curious about Abunawas smartness. He wanted 

to find more how Abunawas solved a problem. Thus, he made up a fake problem 

and would order Abunawas to find a solution. 

He told Abunawas about his concern on his people. "Abu, do you know 

that I'm now thinking about my people. I love my people very much. I want to be 

with them forever; yet, it could be last becaue at any time I'll die. I dream of being 

in heaven with my people when I die. It's an absurd dream, isn't it? However, I 

believe that my dream will come true if somebody as smart as you give me a help. 

You only need to take a picture of heaven to encourage people to behave rightly. 

So that they might stay in heaven later." 

As usual, Abunawas could not refuse the order. 

"When should I do it, Your Majesty?" asked the smart man. 

"In the near future!" answered the king. 

Then Abunawas went home. 

Several days passed by. There was no news about Abunawas. The king 

called him to the palace. 

"When will you go to heaven, Abu?" asked Abeydron to Abunawas. 

"In the near future," he answered. 

"What do you mean by near future, Abu?" 
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Abunawas smiled and asked the king, "What did you mean when you 

order me to take the picture in the near future, Your Majesty?" 

"Tomorrow!" answered the king quickly. 

"Yes, tomorrow I'll go to heaven," Abunawas said. 

Another three days passed by. There was no news about Abunawas. The 

king seemed impatient. He believed that Abunawas could solve the problem. So, 

he wanted to know what trick Abunawas played on at that time. Then he decided 

to walk to Abunawas' house. 

He was rather surprised to see Abunawas sitting in his house relaxingly. 

"When will you go to heaven, Abu?" asked the king. 

"Tomorrow, Your Majesty," answered Abunawas seriously. 

"In the morning or in the afternoon?" 

"It depends on God, Your Majesty. Anytime God gives me permission, I 

will go," answered Abunawas calmly. 
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"But, it must be tomorrow, mustn't it?" 

"That's right, Your Majesty." 

"Make sure you take a fine and beautiful picture, Abu?" 

"I will do my beat, and I will always respect the king." 

The next day in the morning, the king came to Abunawas' house again. He 

wanted to know whether Abunawas had gone to heaven. 

When the king saw Abunawas was still in his chair, he reminded 

Abunawas directly. 

"You said you go to heaven, Abu?" 

"Tomorrow, Your Majesty." 

"Not now?" 

"No, tomorrow," said Abunawas. 

The king then went back to the palace. It seemed he was disappointed. 

The next day in the evening, he came to Abunawas' house again. He found 

Abunawas was about to go to bed. 

"Abu, when will you go to heaven?" asked the king. 

"Tomorrow." 

"You said you wanted to go now!" 

"I said tomorrow, Your Majesty," he insisted his words. 

"Yesterday you said tomorrow. It means now!" 

"Tomorrow is tomorrow," Abunawas answered seriously. 

"Today is your tomorrow?!" 

"Today is now. Tomorrow is tomorrow, Your Majesty." 

"You're kidding." 

"No, Your Majesty. Tomorrow is tomorrow. There is no limit for 

tomorrow. Moreover, to go to the heaven one must die first. Otherwise, he or she 

cannot see the heaven, let alone taking a picture of it. So, if you want me to take 

the picture of the heaven, then you want me to die soon," said Abunawas in a low 

voice. 
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The king was speechless. He imagined that Abunawas could escape from 

the impossible mission, but he never predicted Abunawas talked that way to him. 

Anyhow he admitted that his order was really impossible to take. 

 

Kidding : bergurau  
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APPENDIX C: 

SURAT PERNYATAAN TRINGULASI 
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