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An Analysis of Grammatical Cohesion Errors in the First Grade Students’ 

Descriptive Writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih 

 

ABSTRACT 

The objectives of the study were (1) to describe the types of grammatical cohesion 

error, (2) to find out the dominant type of grammatical cohesion error, and (3) to 

find out the factors influencing the grammatical cohesion error in the first grade 

students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih. The design of this research 

was qualitative study by using errors analysis procedure. The descriptive writing 

written by twenty five students in the first grade students of SMAN 6 Prabumulih 

were analyzed by using error classification by Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982). 

This study revealed that (1) the students contributed the four types of errors in 

using grammatical cohesion, namely omission, addition, misformation, and 

misordering, (2) the dominant type of errors was misformation, and (3) the 

identified sources as factors which causes the students‟ errors in using 

grammatical cohesion were interlingual and intralingual factors. In interlingual 

factor, the students‟ errors were caused by the interference of mother tongue. 

Besides, in intralingual factor, the students‟ errors were caused by 

overgeneralization, incomplete application of rules, ignorance of rule restriction 

and false concept hypothesized. 

Keywords: error analysis, error classification, grammatical cohesion 

 



 

 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents: (1) background, (2) research problems, (3) research 

objectives, and (4) significance of the study. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

 In Indonesia, English is considered as foreign language. According to 

Hamra and Syatriana (2010), English is the first foreign language in Indonesia. It 

is taught in schools, from junior high school up to senior high school. It has 

become a required subject that needs to be taught to all students. In addition, 

Komaria states that the 1989 law on the Indonesian educational system gives 

English a place as the first foreign language among others foreign languages used 

in Indonesia (as cited in Abrar et al, 2018, p. 129). In brief, English as foreign 

language in Indonesia and it is become a compulsory subject for the students. 

In order to master English, the students should learn the four English skills 

namely, writing, reading, listening, and speaking. Harmer (2007) states that 

learning integrated English skills in language can make students easily to learn the 

language, because the four skills (writing, reading, listening, and speaking) are 

related to each other in learning language. In addition, Nunan (2009) revealed that 

to be successful in learning English, the four English language skills (reading, 

listening, speaking and writing) should be integrated in an effective way. 

Therefore, learners need to learn all of the four language skills to be fluent in 

English.



 

 

 

However, among the four English skills, some experts believe that writing 

is more important than the others. Gebhardt and Rodrigues (1989) state that 

writing is one of the most important things in written communication. Good 

writing skills take big proportion to determine the success of communication in 

written form. The society of Indonesia must be able to master writing skills. Then, 

they can communicate in English and get knowledge in getting any information, 

especially because much knowledge written in English. Besides, Harmer says that 

each part of aspect in people‟s life is written in English, such as in art, humanity, 

and social knowledge aspect (as cited in Astrid, 2011, p. 176). It means that one 

of steps to learn English successfully is by mastering writing skills.  

Despite its vast importance, writing is still challenging to students. 

According to Choudhury (2013), from listening, speaking, reading and writing, 

writing is obviously the most difficult skill for second and foreign language 

learners to master. Writing is complex process that requires the students to master 

grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation. In addition, Rass mentions that writing is 

a difficult skill for native spekers and non active speakers alike, because students 

must balance multile issues such as vocabulary, punctuation, spelling and 

grammar (as cited in Iskandar, 2017, p. 52). It can be concluded that the students 

should consider many parts of English to have a good quality of writing.  

One of students‟ difficulties in writing is grammatical cohesion. Hinkel 

explains that grammatical cohesion is considered as one of the most challenging 

aspect in writing for the students because has its own patterns (as cited in Ahmed, 

2010, p. 212). Students are difficult to understand the grammatical cohesion since 

the pattern is complex. Besides, Connor and Johns revealed that pattern of 



 

 

 

grammatical cohesion is complex and difficult to be understood by students (as 

cited in Tonder, 1999, p. 5). As the result, the lack of grammatical cohesion 

understanding is felt by many students because they encounter difficulties in using 

it due to the pattern of grammatical cohesion.  

Grammatical cohesion is very necessary in learning language skills, 

especially writing. Halliday and Hasan state that grammatical cohesion is an 

important textual aspect to achieve qualified writing because grammatical 

cohesion is linking within a text or sentence that holds a text together and gives it 

meaning based on structural content (as cited in Hidayati, 2014, p. 130). If the use 

of grammatical cohesion is wrong, there may be appearing different 

understanding between writer and reader. By using correct grammatical cohesion, 

miscommunication will be ignored. In brief, grammatical cohesion is considered 

as important thing in writing in order to get qualified writing and avoid 

miscommunication between writer and reader. 

Grammatical cohesion has four classifications, namely reference, 

substitution, ellipsis and conjunction. According to Halliday and Hasan, these four 

classifications of grammatical cohesion can help students easier to make relation 

between one element and another in a text (as cited in Bahaziq, 2016, p. 112). 

Grammatical cohesion can help the students to organize the idea smoothly. In 

addition, Henkel states that these four classifications of grammatical cohesion as a 

connectivity of ideas in discourse and sentences to organize the idea smoothly 

between the texts (as cited in Na, 2011, p. 745). It means, grammatical cohesion 

can help the students in creating the flow of information in a unified way. Due to 



 

 

 

grammatical cohesion‟s complexity mentioned above, the students are likely to 

make errors during their writing.  

Error is students‟ mistake that happened when they cannot correct it by 

themselves. To know students‟ ability in learning English, error analysis is needed 

to be done. Wu and Garza (2014) state that error analysis study are a must to be 

conducted in learning second or foreign language, especially English. These 

studies are important to be conducted because students‟ errors can provide 

knowledge about how the language is learned, and it can provide the information 

to teacher to revise their lessons. Therefore, error analysis is analyzing the flaw in 

studying foreign or second language. 

Before doing this research, I did preliminary study by giving a small test 

of descriptive writing and an informal interview to the first grade students at 

SMAN 6 Prabumulih. There was some information gained. First, from the result 

of interview to the teacher, it was found out that, most of the students had low 

score in writing which was less than the minimum criterion standard of English 

subject (≤ 75). One of the reasons of them having low score was grammatical 

cohesion. Second, from the result of interview to the students proved that they did 

not comprehend deeply on how to use grammatical cohesion and made errors in 

using it since it has a complex pattern. Third, from the result of the test showed 

that the types of grammatical cohesion errors that occurred in students‟ 

descriptive writing were in the form of reference and conjunction. The errors 

consisted of forty three reference errors and six conjunction errors. 

 Some researchers have already conducted the studies having a close 

relationship with my current study. The first, Kusumaningrum (2013) found two 



 

 

 

types of grammatical cohesion errors they were, reference and conjunction. The 

highest frequency of grammatical cohesion error was reference, they were 

personal reference (49.05%), demonstrative reference (49.01%), comparative 

reference (1.33%) and followed by conjunction, they were simple additive 

(37.03%) simple adversative (32.08%) simple causal (29.9%). The second, the 

study which done by Sesriyani (2017) showed the used of reference was the 

highest errors they were, personal reference (84.62%), demonstrative reference 

(15.38%) and followed by conjunction, they were simple additive (38.30%) 

simple adversative (46,81%) simple causal (14.89%). The third, the study which 

done by Na (2011) showed that the dominant errors of reference were the highest 

frequency than others (38.2%), followed by conjunction (31.68%), ellipsis 

(0.76%) and substitution (0.51%). The last, Ong (2011) found that the dominant 

error in using reference was personal reference (42.9%), followed by conjunction 

(29.3%).  

 Taking into consideration what I have documented above, I am interested 

in conducting the study entitled An Analysis of Grammatical Cohesion Errors in 

the First Grade Students‟ Descriptive Writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih. 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

Based on the background, the research problems are formulated in the 

following questions: 

1. What are the types of grammatical cohesion errors in students‟ descriptive 

writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih? 

2. What is the dominant type of grammatical cohesion errors in students‟ 

descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih?  



 

 

 

3. What are the factors influencing the grammatical cohesion errors in 

students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih? 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

In accordance with the problems above, the objectives of this study are: 

1. To describe the types of grammatical cohesion errors in students‟ 

descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih.  

2. To find out the dominant type of grammatical cohesion errors in students‟ 

descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih.   

3. To find out the factors influencing the grammatical cohesion errors in 

students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih.  

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The results of this study are expected to give beneficial contributions for 

some sides. The first is for the students, the result of this study will help students 

to know what grammatical cohesion errors are often appeared in their writing. 

Students as prospective English teacher can prepare themselves more in 

understanding them. By recognizing some errors on grammatical cohesion, they 

will be more focus in learning those parts and avoid similar errors.  

The second, this study is hoped will give information and recommendation 

to the teacher about the grammatical cohesion errors which is often made by 

students. Thus, in teaching material about grammatical cohesion, teacher can 

emphasize some parts that are considered as difficult part. By knowing the factors 

of grammatical cohesion error, teacher is able to find the way to teach them easily 

to be understood by students.  



 

 

 

In addition, this research also will be useful reference for other researcher 

if they want to make a research relates to an analysis of grammatical cohesion 

error. This research also has beneficial for me to give more knowledge about 

grammatical cohesion in students writing and add my knowledge as a pre-service 

teacher to enlarge my understanding in using of grammatical cohesion.



 

 

 

CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter presents: (1) concept of error, (2) concept of error analysis, (3) 

concept of grammatical cohesion, (4) descriptive writing, and (5) previous related 

studies. 

2.1 The  Concept of Error 

Error is quite different to mistake, it is as a fault in learning second or 

foreign language. Second or foreign language students not only make mistake, 

they have only an incomplete knowledge of the target language, and they are not 

always able to correct the mistakes that they make that is called by error (Amara, 

2015). It is supported by Ellis (1997) who expresses that errors are the gaps in a 

learner‟s knowledge; they occur when the learner does not know what the correct 

one is, while mistakes reflect occasional lapses in performance; they occur when 

the learner is unable to perform what he or she knows. In other words, errors 

require further relevant learning to take place before they can correct the errors by 

themselves. According to James, an error cannot be self-corrected, while mistakes 

can be self-corrected by the speakers (as cited in Anantri, 2017, p.10). The 

learners are not aware of making the errors because they do not know correct 

form. In other words, errors require further relevant learning to take place before 

they can correct the errors by themselves. Thus, the learners‟ errors reflect a lack 

of underlying competence in the language that they are learning. In summary, 

error is a flaw that is done by students in learning second or foreign language 

which shows how far students‟ understanding in the material. 



 

 

 

2.1.1 The Types of Error 

 Chomsky claims that grammatical sequences in terms of separate 

component that could comprise a sentence is called by surface structure (as cited 

in Brown, 2007, p.24).  To analyze types of grammatical cohesion error, surface 

strategy taxonomy was used. Dulay, Burth and Krashen (1982), define surface 

strategy taxonomy as a classification of language errors based on how the surface 

structures are altered. Students may omit necessary items or add unnecessary one. 

They may misform items or misorder them. Analyzing errors from a surface 

strategy perspective holds much promise for researcher concerned with 

identifying cognitive processes that underlie student‟s reconstruction of the new 

language. It also makes aware that student‟s errors are some logic. The types of 

these categories as follow. 

2.1.1.1 Omission 

Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item that must 

appear in well-formed utterances. Content morphemes carry the referential 

meaning of a sentence (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs). For example: once 

upon a time, there lived a girl named snow white. She lived with her aunt and 

uncle because parents died. (Omission of possessive adjective “her” before 

parents died) 

2.1.1.2 Addition 

Addition errors are the opposite of omission. They are characterized by 

the presence of an item which must not appear in a well-formed utterance. It 

usually occurs in the later stages of second language acquisition. For 

example: that is the man who I saw him. (addition of object him) 



 

 

 

2.1.1.3 Misformation 

Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of 

the morpheme or the structure. While in omission errors, the item is not 

supplied at all. In misformation error, the learner supplies something, 

although it is incorrect. For example: one day, an invitation to the ball comed. 

(the main verb comed should be came) 

2.1.1.4 Misordering 

Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of a 

morpheme or group of morphemes in an utterance. For example: so, after the 

school, Pinocchio decided to go to the city. He asked someone the ingredients 

to bake a cake. During his walk, Pinocchio met there a little boy. (The 

placement of adverbial demonstrative “there” should be Pinocchio met a little 

boy there) 

2.1.2 The Sources of Error 

Error comes from several possible general factors or sources. Endorgan 

argues that students do many kinds of different errors and they cannot be ignored 

and ask for sources of errors (as cited in Mardalena, 2017, p.24). In other word, 

the sources of errors made by learners come from different factors. In line with 

this, Richards (1980) describes two main sources of errors.  

First, interlingual transfer is a significant source of error for all learners. 

Besides, Richard and Schmidt (2010) define interlingual errors as being the result 

of language transfer, which is caused by the learner‟s first language. In addition, 

Richard (1980) states that if the learners of a foreign language make mistake in 

the target language by effect of his mother tongue that is called as interlingual. 



 

 

 

However, error analysis does not regard them as the persistence of old habits, but 

rather as signs that the learner is internalizing and investigating the system of the 

new language. Endorgan states that interlingual errors may occur at different 

levels such as transfer of phonological, morphological, grammatical and lexica-

semantic elements of the native language into the target language (as cited in 

Ratnah, 2013, p. 163). In short, interlingual error is error from first language 

learners when they transfer language to the target language.  

Second, intralingual errors is the resulted from faulty or partial learning of 

the target language rather than language transfer. According to Brown (2007), 

intralingual transfer (within the target language itself) is a major factor in second 

language learning. They may be caused by the influence of one target language 

item upon another. In addition, Richards (1980) classifies the intralingual errors 

into four categories including over generalization, ignorance of rule restrictions, 

incomplete application of the rules, and false concept hypothesized or semantic 

errors.  

2.1.2.1 Overgeneralization  

Overgeneralization means that the learner creates a deviant structure on 

the basis of his experience of other structures in the target language. It 

generally involves the creation of one deviant structure in place of two target 

language structure for example, “She will tries”. The learner knows “she 

plays, she wears, she sings, etc”. However, for using –s after the modal 

auxiliary is prohibited. The learners over generalize the rule of suffix –s that 

only used after the third person in simple present tense.  

  



 

 

 

2.1.2.2 Ignorance of Rule Restrictions 

Ignorance of rule restrictionsmeans that the application of rules to 

context where they do not apply. An example is “He made me to rest” 

through extension of the pattern found with the majority of verb that 

takesinfinitival complements. The learner ignores the use of make which is 

actually not followed by to and a verb. Here, the learner can make another 

sentence like: “He asked/ wanted/ invited me to go”. 

2.1.2.3 Incomplete Application of the Rules  

Incomplete application of the rules means that a failure to fully develop 

a structure. The common teaching device used is question. Typically, they are 

used not to find out something, but as means of eliciting sentences. Thus, 

learners of L2 English have been observed to use declarative word order in 

question, “understand?” In place of interrogative word order “Have you 

understood?” Or “Do you understand?” This type of intralingual error 

corresponds to what is often referred to as an error of transitional competence.  

2.1.2.4 False Concept Hypothesized 

False concept hypothesized means that the source of errors arises when 

the learner does not fully comprehend a distinction in the target language. For 

example, the use of was as a marker of past tense in “One day it was 

happened”. The form is may be understood to be the corresponding marker 

of the present tense; “he is speaks French”. Sometimes in narrative text can 

found the continuous form instead of the simple past: elsewhere it can be 

encountered confusion between too, so, and very, between come and go, and 

so on. These errors are sometimes due to poor gradation of teaching items. 



 

 

 

2.2 The Concept of Error Analysis 

Error analysis is as a process to analyze errors that make by students. 

Producing error can be perceived as a normal part of learning anything especially 

something as complex as a language, particularly, a foreign language. Error 

analysis is type of approach to analyze a second/foreign language learners‟ speech 

or written performance. Corder and Brown both highlights in studying second or 

foreign language, students‟ errors are important to study it show the state of the 

learners‟ knowledge (as cited in Wu and Garza, 2014, p.1256). Error analysis are 

not something to be eradicated, but rather can be important in and of themselves. 

Error analysis is errors that can be observed, analyzed, and classified to reveal 

something of the system operating within the learner, led to surge of the study of 

learners‟ errors (Brown, 2007). Positively, error analysis is needed in English 

teaching to investigate and measure how long students‟ understandings are. 

2.3 Concept of Grammatical Cohesion 

Cohesion is considered as a semantic concept that combines the various 

parts of text in smooth way and gives it meaning that sender aims to deliver; 

Halliday and Hasan (1976) define it as relations of meaning that exist within a text 

and that define it as a text. Grammatical Cohesion identifies the grammatical rules 

of a text or utterance. It refers to the various grammatical devices that can be used 

to make relations among sentences more explicit. The aim is to help the reader 

understand the items referred to, the ones replaced and even the items omitted. 

Halliday and Hassan (1976) classified grammatical cohesion into four categories 

are, reference, substitution, ellipsis and conjunction. 

 



 

 

 

2.3.1 Types of Grammatical Cohesion 

2.3.1.1 Reference 

Reference is that items in a linguistic or situational text that enables a 

reader to interpret what a writer intended, by reference to another item in the same 

discourse. Yule (2006) defines reference as an act in which a speaker, or writer, 

uses linguistic forms to enable a listener, or reader, to identify something. In other 

word, reference is the relation between words refers to the things. For example the 

word book has reference to a collection of stapled papers to write and read. In line 

with Halliday and Hasan (1976), there are three types of reference, personal 

reference, demonstrative reference and comparative reference.  

2.3.1.1.1 Personal Reference 

Personal reference is the linguistic element used as referring device; 

reference by means of function in the speech situation through the category of 

person (Halliday & Hasan 1976). Personal reference uses personal pronouns, 

such as „I, me, you, we, they, he, she, it‟, and possessive pronouns such as 

„mine, yours, ours, theirs, his, hers‟, and possessive determiners such as „my, 

your, our, their, his, her‟. 

2.3.1.1.2 Demonstrative Reference 

Demonstrative reference it is reference to an item by the use of 

demonstrative determiners; reference by means of location on a scale of 

proximity (Halliday & Hasan 1976). It is attained by the use of proximity 

determiners such as „this, these, that, those‟ and adverbs like „here, now, 

there, then‟.  

 



 

 

 

2.3.1.1.3 Comparative Reference 

Comparative reference it is a linguistic elements used to fulfill the 

function of comparison; indirect reference by means of identity or similarity 

(Halliday & Hasan 1976). It uses adjectives such as „same, identical, equal, 

similar, additional, other, different, better, more, etc‟ and adverbs like 

„identically, so, such, similarly, likewise, differently, otherwise, less, equally‟. 

2.3.1.2 Substitution 

Substitution is the replacement of one item by another at a particular place 

in a structure. In English, the substitute may function as noun, as a verb, or as a 

clause. Some items commonly used in substitution include one, same, do and not. 

There are three types of substitution, nominal, verbal and clausal substitution. 

2.3.1.2.1 Nominal Substitution 

The substitution “one/ones” always functions as head of a nominal 

group and can substitute only for an item which is, it head of a nominal 

group. In the following example, “This car is old and I will buy a new one”. 

(one substitutes car) 

2.3.1.2.2 Verbal Substitution 

Verbal substitution in English is “do/does” this substitution functions as 

head in the verbal group in the place that is occupied by the lexical verb, and 

its position is always final in the group. For example, “Cinderella danced 

with the prince and her stepsisters did too”. (do substitutes to danced) 

2.3.1.2.3 Clausal Substitution 

Clausal substitution is not an element within the clause but the entire 

clause. The words used as substitute are “so and not”. The example as follow, 



 

 

 

“Her stepmother did not let her go to the ball, and her stepsisters said so”. 

(so substitutes go to the ball) 

2.3.1.1 Ellipsis 

Ellipsis is a form of substitution in which the item is replaced by nothing, 

but reader or listener still can understand the meaning by looking back to the 

preceding item. There are three types of ellipsis as follow. 

2.3.1.1.1 Nominal Ellipsis 

The structure is as head with optional modification. The modifying 

element includes some, which precede the head and some, which follow it. 

The modifier is combined with another structure on the experiential 

dimension, which consist of element deictic, numerative, epithet, classifier, 

and qualifier. For example, “One day, they hijacked to the rice field with only 

a cow. They used to use two”. 

2.3.1.1.2 Verbal Ellipsis 

In the verbal group, there is only one lexical element that is the verb 

itself. It is defined as a verbal group whose structure does not fully express its 

systematic features. The following example is, “I have done the housework 

and they have”. 

2.3.1.1.3 Clausal Ellipsis 

The clause in English is considered as the expression of the previous 

speech functions, such as statement, question, response, and so on has two 

parts structure consisting of modal element and propositional element. For 

example, “My mother is searching a novel and my father is”. 

 



 

 

 

2.3.1.3 Conjunction 

 Conjunction involves the use of formal markers to relate sentences, 

clauses, and paragraphs to each other. According to Halliday and Hasan, 

conjunctions express the „logical-semantic‟ relation between sentences rather than 

between words andstructures (as cited in Bahaziq 2016, p. 114). There are four 

types of conjunction namely, additive, adversative, causal, and temporal. 

Table 1. Types of conjunction 

Types of conjunction 

   Additive                    Adversative               Causal                          Temporal 

simple:                      proper:                       general:                       simple: 

and, nor, or               yet, but, however       so, because of,             then, next,  

                                                                     thus                             afterwards 

complex:                   contrastive:                specific:                       complex: 

moreover, in             but, on the other         for this reason,            at once, this   

addition, besides       hand, actually, in        as a result, for this      time, the last   

that, additionally       fact, at the same         purpose                       time, this  

                                  time                                                                moment, until 

                                                                                                         then 

comparative:             corrective:                 conditional:                 sequential/  

                                                                                                         conclusive: 

likewise, similarly,    instead, on the            then, under the           at first, in  

on the other               contrary, at                 circumstances             the end; finally,  

                                   least                                                               at last 

appositive:                 dismissive:                  respective:                  here and now‟/ 

                                                                                                         summarizing: 

I mean, in other         in any case,                 in this respect,            up to now, up to 

words, for xample,    anyhow, at any rate    with regard to             this point; to  

thus                                                               this, otherwise            sum up, briefly 

 

From a marketing      The eldest son            Chinese tea is             The weather  

viewpoint, the            works on the farm,     becoming                   cleared just as 

popular tabloid           the second worked     increasingly               the party  

encourages the           in the blacksmith‟s     popular in                   approached the 

reader to read the       shop but the                restaurants, and          summit. Until  

whole page instead    youngest son left        even in coffee             then they had 

of choosing stories.    home to seek his        This is because of       seen nothing of 

And isn‟t that what     fortune.                      the growing belief       the panorama 

any publisher                                                that it has several         around them 

wants?                                                           health-giving 

                                                                      properties.  

(Source: Halliday and Hasan‟s classification of conjunction) 



 

 

 

 In addition, additive conjunction can be characterized as simple, complex, 

comparative and appositive. Then, adversative conjunction is to introduce a 

contrary point to what has been said, it can be characterized as proper, contrastive, 

corrective and dismissive. Next, causal conjunction is a link between sentences 

that can be labeled as the cause consequence relation and the last is a temporal 

relation between sentences.  

2.4 Descriptive Writing 

Descriptive text is kind of writing text in order to describe something. 

Moreover, Oshima and Hogue express that descriptive text is a text that used to 

describe particular person, places, and thing. Descriptive text also describes how 

something looks, feels, smells, tastes, and sounds (as cited in Indriyastuti, 2017, p. 

59). In addition, Kane (2000) states that descriptive text is a kind of text to 

describe the characteristic of a thing, animal or person. Furthermore, according to 

Tompkins (1994) descriptive text is as painting pictures with word. Thus, 

descriptive text is text which describe about something such as, person, animal, 

thing, place and etc. 

In addition, descriptive text has generic structures. They are identification 

and description. Mulyono (2008) states that the generic structure of descriptive 

texts is consist of the identification that identifies the phenomenon and description 

that describes the parts, the qualities, and the characteristics of phenomenon. From 

the explanation above, it can be inferred that descriptive text is a text that is used 

to describe object such as person, places and things, which is identification and 

description as the generic structure. 

 



 

 

 

2.5 Previous Related Studies 

There were four previous related studies which related with my present 

study. The first was conducted by Kusumaningrum (2013). The result of this 

study found two types of grammatical cohesion errors they were, reference and 

conjunction. The highest frequency of grammatical cohesion error was reference, 

they were personal reference (49.05%), demonstrative reference (49.01%), 

comparative reference (1.33%) and followed by conjunction, they were simple 

additive (37.03%) simple adversative (32.08%) simple causal (29.9%). The 

purpose of this study was to find out the type of grammatical cohesion which 

often used by students.  

The second study was done by Sesriyani (2017). The purpose of this study 

was to define and to describe the cohesive devices that were used by the students 

in their essay writing. The result of this study showed the used of reference was 

the highest errors they were, personal reference (84.62%), demonstrative 

reference (15.38%) and followed by conjunction, they were simple additive 

(38.30%) simple adversative (46,81%) simple causal (14.89%).  

The third study was examined by Na (2011). The purpose of this study 

was to determine the specific differences and similaritiesin the uses of such 

cohesion devices. The aims of this study was to identified common features and 

errors produced by NNSs. The result of this study proved that, the errors of 

reference were the highest frequency than others, which was (38.2%), followed by 

conjunction (31.68%), ellipsis (0.76%) and substitution (0.51%).  

The last study was done by Ong (2011). The purpose of this study was to 

illuminate the students‟ difficulties in using cohesion by examining the cohesive 



 

 

 

errors quantitatively and qualitatively. The result of this study revealed that, 

students made errors in using reference was (42.9%) that personal reference as the 

dominant use, followed by conjunction (29.3%). 



 

 

 

CHAPTER III 

METHOD AND PROCEDURE 

This chapter presents: (1) research design, (2) operational definitions, (3) subject 

of the study, (4) data collection, (5) data analysis, and (6) establishment of 

trustworthiness. 

3.1 Research Design 

This study was used descriptive design with qualitative method because 

the problems of this research need to be investigated inductively. In addition, 

Fraenkel and Wallen (2009) state the quality of relationships, activities, situations, 

or materials are some elements that investigating in qualitative research. 

Descriptive data was provided in this qualitative research. In descriptive type of 

qualitative research, I summarized the analysis based on the facts that have been 

found, then a hypothesis or theory was based on the data. In other words, this 

study was qualitative since it relies on inductive reasoning processes to interpret 

and structure the meanings that can be derived from the data. 

3.2 Operational Definitions 

 The title of this study was “An Analysis of Grammatical Cohesion Errors 

in the First Grade Students‟ Descriptive Writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih”. To 

avoid misconceptions and misunderstanding that would happen related to this 

study, I provided operational definitions of error analysis, grammatical cohesion 

and descriptive text. 

Error analysis was the process to observe, analyze, and classify the 

deviations of the rules of the second language and then to reveal the systems 

operated related to grammatical cohesion. Moreover, grammatical cohesion 



 

 

 

identifies the grammatical rules of a text. It refers to the various grammatical 

devices that can be used to make relations among sentences more explicit. 

Grammatical cohesion has four classifications they are reference, ellipsis, 

substitution and conjunction. Besides, descriptive text is a kind of text to describe 

something such as, place, people, thing, etc in detail, which is identification and 

description as the generic structure. 

3.3 Subject of the Study 

This research was conducted in SMAN 6 Prabumulih by focusing on 

grammatical cohesion error in the first grade students‟ descriptive writing. To 

choose the subject involved in this study, I used purposeful sampling which select 

information-rich cases for in-depth study which classified the strategy into 

fourteen types, one of them is maximum variation sampling. For this study, 

maximum variation sampling strategy was used. According to Creswell (2012) 

maximum variation sampling is purposefully pick a wide range of cases to get 

variation on dimensions of interest, document uniqueness‟s or variations that have 

emerged in adapting to different conditions and identify important common 

patterns that cut across variations. In this study, maximum variation sampling was 

used to choose the students who had the lowest score in learning English in order 

to find out the students‟ descriptive writing error in using grammatical cohesion.  

Besides, the aim of this study was not for generalization. Instead, this study 

developed deep explorations from central phenomena. The best way to understand 

the phenomena was by choosing maximum variation sample. Since this study was 

qualitative research, I only want to focus on small community. It is supported by 

Abrar et al. (2018) who tell that about qualitative research, it is about the 



 

 

 

emphasis is not on having a large number of participants, as the data collection 

process necessitates an in-depth study of human experience. Therefore, in SMAN 

6 Prabumulih there were five classes for the first grade students and I took five 

students of each class which had the lowest score in learning English, which the 

total of participants in this study was twenty five students. 

3.4 Data Collection 

In colleting the data, in this study I used documentation. Documentation 

was used to know the students‟ errors in using grammatical cohesion and the 

factors influencing the students‟ error in using grammatical cohesion.  

3.4.1 Documentation 

Documentation was used in this study since qualitative research is in 

natural setting. Cohen, Manion and Morrison (2007) state that documentation 

consists of public and private records that qualitative researchers obtained about a 

site or participants in a study. These sources provided valuable information in 

helping researchers understood central phenomena in qualitative studies. 

Documentation in this research was the result of students‟ descriptive writing. 

The processes of documentation were; firstly, I asked the English teacher 

in the first grade students at SMAN 6 Prabumulih to give me the result of 

students‟ descriptive writing who have low ability in learning English. Then, after 

I got the copies of it, I analyzed the data to check the students‟ errors in using 

grammatical cohesion and the factors influencing the students‟ error in using 

grammatical cohesion. 

 

 



 

 

 

3.5 Data Analysis 

In analyzing the data, I had three processes. The first process was to know 

the types of grammatical cohesion errors in students‟ descriptive writing. It used 

error analysis method, and it answered the first question of the research problems. 

The second process was to answer the second question of research problems for 

looking for the dominant type of grammatical cohesion error, and it answered the 

second question of the research problem. The third process was analyzing the 

factors influencing the grammatical cohesion errors and it answered the third 

question of research problems. 

3.5.1 Analyzing the Types of Grammatical Cohesion Errors 

In analyzing the types of error, the procedures were, identifying errors, 

describing errors, and explaining errors (Ellis, 1997). By the following steps, I did 

the several types bellow to analyze the data: 

3.5.1.1 Identification of Error 

After I got the copied of students‟ descriptive writing from the teacher, the 

errors were identified by underlining them.  

3.5.1.2 Description of Error  

After doing the identification of errors, I analyzed the errors and classified 

the types of error by using surface strategy taxonomy proposed by Dulay, Burt, 

and Krashen (1982). In describing the grammatical cohesion errors and the types 

of error in students‟ descriptive writing, I applied two steps: I selected the 

sentences which contained grammatical cohesion errors in the students‟ 

descriptive writing, and then circling them. Next, I classified the types of 

grammatical cohesion errorsusing surface strategy taxonomy proposed by Dulay, 



 

 

 

Burt, and Krashen (1982). There were categorized as, omission, addition, 

misformation and misordering. 

3.5.1.3 Explaining the Errors 

In this step, I explained the grammatical cohesion errors and the types of 

error in using grammatical cohesion in students‟ descriptive writing. Therefore, 

after the errors were described and explained, it was crosschecked by two coders 

of English lecturers of State Islamic University of Raden Fatah Palembang. 

3.5.2 Analyzing the Dominant Type of Grammatical Cohesion Errors 

After that, I determined the dominant type of grammatical cohesion errors 

and it answered the second research problems. I applied two steps: first, I counted 

the total of each type of errors in grammatical cohesion. Then, I counted the total 

number of all types of errors in grammatical cohesion. After that, I identified the 

most common errors made by the students. Finally, the result was explained in the 

interpretation form. 

3.5.3 Analyzing the Factors Influencing the Students’ Errors on 

Grammatical Cohesion 

To analyze the factors influencing the students‟ errors on using 

grammatical cohesion, I classified the errors based on the sources of errors 

proposed by Richards (1980). There were two classifications of the factors, 

namely interlingual and intralingual factors.  

Interlingual factor is the students‟ error which cause from the interference 

of their mother tongue or their first language. In addition, intralingual factor were 

the students‟ error which cause by overgeneralization, ignorance of rules 

restriction, incomplete application of the rules and false concept hypothesized. 



 

 

 

Overgeneralization means that the student creates a deviant structure on the basis 

of his experience of other structures in the target language. Then, ignorance of 

rule restrictions means that the student made the application of rules to context 

where they do not apply. Next, incomplete application of the rules means that the 

student made a failure to fully develop a structure and false concept hypothesized 

means that the source of errors arises when the student does not fully comprehend 

a distinction in the target language. 

3.6 Establishment of Trustworthiness   

To build the trustworthiness of the data, I used an external auditor. 

Creswell (2014) states that external auditor is a method of verification employed 

which provide clear documentation of all research decisions and activities. 

External auditor is a procedure that is useful for determining the both 

dependability and conformability. It is a procedure whereby an independent third 

party can review the documents and records of the process and activities of this 

study. An external auditor examines both the process and the product, accessing 

accuracy and determining whether the findings, interpretation and conclusion are 

supported by the data. 

In this study, to get an objective data I asked two lecturers of English 

Education Study Program of State Islamic University of Raden Fatah Palembang 

for rechecking the both dependability and conformability of the data gained from 

the research.After I have done the analysis of the data I asked two lecturers of 

State Islamic University of Raden Fatah Palembang to recheck the result of the 

data analysis for determine the dependability and conformability of the data. 

Then, I wrote the students‟ error in interpretation section based on the category.



 

 

 

CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION 

This chapter presents: (1) research findings, and (2) interpretation. 

4.1 Findings 

This finding section presents the grammatical cohesion errors in the first 

grade students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih in the academic year 

of 2018/2019. I identified all types of grammatical cohesion errors found in 

students‟ descriptive writing based on surface strategy taxonomy proposed by 

Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982).There were one hundred and seventeen errors on 

grammatical cohesion made by twenty five students‟ descriptive writing in the 

first grade at SMAN 6 Prabumulih, which consisted of reference and conjunction 

items (See Appendix F). 

Besides, the errors were categorized into each type of error by using 

surface strategy taxonomy proposed by Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982). They 

were omission, addition, misformation, and misordering error. First, in omission 

error, there were thirty six errors in which twenty errors were in the form of 

personal reference, seven errors were in demonstrative reference and nine errors 

were in additive conjunction. Second, in addition error, there were six errors in 

which three errors were in the form of personal reference and three errors were in 

demonstrative reference. Third, in misformation error, there were seventy four 

errors in which seventy errors were in the form of personal reference, three errors 

were in comparative reference and one error was in causal conjunction. The last, 

in misordering error, there was one error in the form of personal reference.



 

 

4.1.1 The Types of Grammatical Cohesion Errors in Students’ Descriptive 

Writing 

4.1.1.1 Omission  

I found some errors of omission category on the use of grammatical 

cohesion in students‟ descriptive writing. Omission was indicated by the 

absence of an item that must be appeared in a sentence. They omitted 

some types of grammatical cohesion in their writing. The types of 

grammatical cohesion errors that occurred in students‟ descriptive 

writing were reference and conjunction. Between the twoof them, the 

reference item was the highest error in term of omission. 

The total errors of omission was thirty six errors in which sixteen 

errors were in the form ofpersonal pronoun (I, me, we, and he), seven 

errors were in demonstrative pronoun (there and the) and nine errorswere 

in additive conjunction. 

4.1.1.1.1 Error on the Use of Personal Reference (I, me, we, he)  

There were some errors of omission on the use of personal 

reference. The students omitted the subject within the text. A 

group of words could not be said as a sentence without a subject. 

A sentence minimally consisted of a subject and verb. Those 

errors can be seen in the table listed below. 

Table 2. Omission Errors in the Form of Personal Reference 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 

 

 

S-1 

“…on the first 

day…..went to culinary 

tour a Dago Street. 

“…on the first day I and 

my family went to 

culinary tour a Dago 

 

Omitting 



 

 

S-1 There were a lot of 

culinary, raginang from 

Sunda culinary up to 

Europe culinary. All 

culinary very delicious 

and we are very 

happy…” 

Street. There were a lot 

of culinary, raginang 

from Sunda culinary up 

to Europe culinary. All 

culinary very delicious 

and we are very 

happy…” 

personal 

pronoun “I and 

My family” 

 

 

 

 

 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I and 

My family” 

 

“…on the last 

day,…..went for a 

refreshing on Bandung 

zoo. At the Bandung 

zoo, we saw many types 

of animals…” 

“…on the last day, I and 

my family went for a 

refreshing on Bandung 

zoo. At the Bandung 

zoo, we saw many types 

of animals…” 

 

 

 

 

S-2 

S-2 

“…my hobby is 

swimming. Every 

holiday, Saturday 

monday…..always 

swimming in the river 

and in swimming 

pool…” 

“…my hobby is 

swimming. Every 

holiday, Saturday 

Monday I always 

swimming in the river 

and in swimming 

pool…” 

 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

“…when……still SMP. 

I‟m not very likes to 

swim…” 

“…when I still SMP. I‟m 

not very likes to 

swim…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

S-3 “…my grandmother is 

very good cook, she 

likes to give…..a 

delicious chicken soup 

and I eat until full...” 

“…my grandmother is 

very good cook, she 

likes to give me a 

delicious chicken soup 

and I eat until full...” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “me” 

S-7 “…I was so bored 

when…..was alone, so I 

am amusing myself by 

drawing…” 

“…I was so bored when 

I was alone, so I am 

amusing myself by 

drawing…” 

 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 



 

 

S-11 “…..spent the rest of our 

week in Yogyakarta by 

in visiting some 

shopping malls…” 

“… we spent the rest of 

our week in Yogyakarta 

by in visiting some 

shopping malls…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “we” 

 

 

S-14 

S 

“…this movie 

makes…..feel happy and 

I was laughing…” 

“…this movie makes me 

feel happy and I was 

laughing…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “me” 

“….Sully is a man like 

kingkong or gorilla. ….. 

has a big teeth and a lot 

of fur…” 

“….Sully is a man like 

kingkong or gorilla. He 

has a big teeth and a lot 

of fur…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “he” 

S-15 “…from this 

hobby,…..can help to 

provide knowledge to 

others and my parent 

proud of me…” 

“…from this hobby, I 

can help to provide 

knowledge to others and 

my parent proud of 

me…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

 

 

 

 

S-16 

“…in cooking, I often 

make a cake. The first 

time…..was interested in 

making a cake 

because…..saw my 

mother making a cake 

and…..tried to make it 

after the first 

time…..made. ….very 

interested to make it 

again…” 

“…in cooking, I often 

make a cake. The first 

time I was interested in 

making a cake because I 

saw my mother making 

a cake and I tried to 

make it after the first 

time I made. I very 

interested to make it 

again…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

S-17 “…my hobby is 

extraculliculer lecture of 

religion……like it 

because my hobby can 

provide lighting to the 

crowd…” 

 

“…my hobby is 

extraculliculer lecture of 

religion I like it because 

my hobby can provide 

lighting to the crowd…” 

 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 



 

 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

 

 

S-18 

S 

“…sometimes my 

mother not cooking and 

I disappointed. 

Because…..like the food 

that is cook by my 

mother”. 

“…sometimes my 

mother not cooking and 

I disappointed. Because 

I  like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

“I have brother and 

now…..would like to tell 

about my brother...” 

“I have brother and now 

I would like to tell about 

my brother...” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

S-20 “…in hp…..like to play 

garden home spaces, 

candy blast, subway 

surf, and mobile 

legend…” 

“…in hp I like to play 

garden home spaces, 

candy blast, subway 

surf, and mobile 

legend…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

S-22 “…..really love football 

but I‟m not a very good 

football player…” 

“ I really love football 

but I‟m not a very good 

football player…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-23 

S- 

 

“…since SMP…..like to 

play basketball on 

holiday, I used to look 

for a new technique 

finger style in 

YouTube”. 

“…since SMP I like to 

play basketball on 

holiday, I used to look 

for a new technique 

finger style in YouTube” 

 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

“…because of 

that…..really love 

basketball and I started 

playing basketball with 

my friends…” 

“…because of that I 

really love basketball 

and I started playing 

basketball with my 

friends…” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “I” 

“…If we make a team 

and there is agreement 

of the player, …..want to 

join the race of 

basketball …” 

“…If we make a team 

and there is agreement 

of the player, we want to 

join the race of 

basketball …” 

Omitting 

personal 

pronoun “we” 



 

 

4.1.1.1.2 Error on the Use of Demonstrative Reference (there, the)  

Other error found concerning with omission by the writer was 

demonstrative reference “there” and “the”. The table below 

contains error because there was no reference in the last sentence. 

There should be demonstrative reference as the reference to the 

previous sentence. Adverbial demonstrative consists of there, 

here, then, and now. Halliday and Hasan explained that adverbial 

demonstrative reference to refer to the location of a process in 

space or time. 

I also found other error concerned with demonstrative 

reference “the”. It was the most error occurred in students‟ 

descriptive text related to omission. “the” was definite article 

which was used to refer to a specific item, countable, and 

something that already mentioned. All of errors in the form of 

demonstrative reference can be seen in the table below. 

Table 3. Omission Errors in the Form of Demonstrative Reference 

S-1 “….in Bandung zoo, 

are animals like bears, 

dragons, elephants, 

tigers, deer, camels, 

zebra and anymore…” 

“….in Bandung zoo, 

there are animals like 

bears, dragons, 

elephants, tigers, deer, 

camels, zebra and 

anymore…” 

Omitting 

demonstrative 

reference “there” 

 

 

 

“…I try with my effort 

and prayer, and in end 

our gym teacher 

agreed…” 

“…I try with my effort 

and prayer, and in the 

end our gym teacher 

agreed …” 

Omitting 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

S-2 

S-2 

“in end I can get the 

highest score from my 

friend…” 

“in the end I can get the 

highest score from my 

friend…” 

Omitting 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

 

 

 

S-5 

S-5 

“…I love darkness, 

because in dark no 

one knows my 

sadness…” 

“…I love darkness, 

because in the dark no 

one knows my sadness…” 

Omitting 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

“…in dark I like 

having my own world 

that other people can 

not bother…” 

“…in the dark I like 

having my own world 

that other people can not 

bother…” 

Omitting 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

S-17 “…my hobby can 

provide lighting to the 

crowd, at first I just 

saw a video. video 

which contains about 

religion then I try to 

tausiah,…” 

“…my hobby can provide 

lighting to the crowd, at 

the first I just saw a 

video. The video which 

contains about religion 

then I try to tausiah,…” 

Omitting 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

4.1.1.1.3 Error on the Use of Additive Conjunction (and)  

Based on the students‟ descriptive writing, I also found the 

errors in the form of omitting additive conjunction “and”. In the 

table below, the underlined words come continually without any 

conjunction. According to Halliday and Hasan, the word “and” 

was the marker of structural relation that was used cohesively to 

link sentence to another. The coordination relation which was 

represented by the word “and” may obtain between pairs or 

among set of items in the structure of language. They might be 

noun or nominal groups, verbs or verbal groups, adverbs or 

adverbial prepositional groups, or they might be clauses. 



 

 

Therefore, there should be “and” between the underlined words 

below. Those errors can be seen in the table listed below. 

Table 4. Omission Errors in the Form of Additive Conjunction 

S-2 “…my hobby is 

swimming, every 

holiday, Saturday 

monday I always 

swimming in the 

river…” 

“…my hobby is 

swimming, every 

holiday, Saturday and 

monday I always 

swimming in the 

river…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

S-4 “…from I was a kid, I 

like reading novels 

story books…” 

“…from I was a kid, I 

like reading novels and 

story books…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

S-7 “…drawing is cool 

very fun…” 

“…drawing is cool and 

very fun…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

S-8 “…he is tall, 

handsome, 

diligent…” 

“…he is tall, handsome, 

and  diligent…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

S-13 “…my favorite player 

footballs are 

Cristiano Ronaldo, 

Leonal Messi, 

Neymar Jr, 

Mohammed Salah…” 

“…my favorite player 

footballs are Cristiano 

Ronaldo, Leonal Messi, 

Neymar Jr, and 

Mohammed Salah…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

S-14 “…monster.inc 

characters are Sully, 

Mike, Boo, 

Randal…” 

“…monster.inc 

characters are Sully, 

Mike, Boo, and 

Randal…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

 

S-17 “…I follow the race 

alhamdulliah I 

win…” 

 

“…I follow the race and 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

 

 

S-24 

S 

“…I love writing for 

example writing 

beautiful words, like 

pearl word, love 

word…” 

“…I love writing for 

example writing 

beautiful words, like 

pearl word, and love 

word…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

“…I like to read a 

short story like 

dongeng, cartoon…” 

“…I like to read a short 

story like dongeng, and 

cartoon…” 

Omitting additive 

conjunction “and” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

4.1.1.1 Addition  

Addition was the opposite of omission. It was characterized by the 

presence of an item, which was unnecessary. I found some errors of 

addition on the use of grammatical cohesion in students‟ descriptive 

writing in term of reference. 

I found some errors in addition category. They were three errors in 

personal reference (me and it) and three errors were in demonstrative 

reference (the) occurred in students‟ descriptive writing. Therefore, the 

total errors of addition in using reference were six errors. 

4.1.1.2.1  Error on the Use of Personal Reference (its, it)  

Based on the students‟ descriptive writing, the addition errors 

in the form of personal reference were listed in the table below. 

Table 5. Addition Errors in the Form of Personal Reference 

S-7 “…sometimes I also give 

my drawing its to my 

sister and my friend…” 

“…sometimes I also give 

my drawing Ø to my sister 

and my friend…” 

Adding personal 

pronoun “it” 

 

S-17 

“…there are many 

competitions including 

“…there are many 

competitions including the 

Adding personal 

pronoun “it” 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

 the tausiah, because 

tausiah it is my hobby..” 

tausiah, because tausiah 

Ø is my hobby …” 

“…I follow the tausiah it 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

“…I follow the tausiah Ø 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Adding personal 

pronoun “it” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

In the sentence above, the mean object was “drawing” (no.7) 

and “tausiah” (no.17). Nevertheless, the student adds “it” in the 

sentence. It should omit “it” to make the sentence clear. 

Therefore, the sentence was classified as error in terms of 

addition because there was an unused item presents in the 

sentence. 

4.1.1.2.2 Error on the Use of Demonstrative Reference (the)  

I found error in the type of addition on the use of 

demonstrative reference (the). The examples were extracted from 

the texts number 3 and 19 and it can be seen in the table below. 

Table 6. Addition Errors in the Form of Demonstrative Reference 

 

 

 

S-3 

S-3 

“…my grandfather from 

the my mother is already 

gone…” 

“…my grandfather from 

Ø my mother is already 

gone…” 

Adding 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

“…my grandfather has 

no tale according to the 

my mother story…” 

“…my grandfather has no 

tale according to Ø my 

mother story …” 

Adding 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

S-19 “…I prefer the my 

mother rather than to the 

my father because the 

my father …” 

“…I prefer Ø my mother 

rather than to Ø my father 

because Ø my father…” 

Adding 

demonstrative 

reference “the” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

According Halliday and Hasan, article “the” should be added 

in front of the noun, which only one member of the class of object 

referred to. In the sentence above, article “the” was located in 

front of possessive adjective “my”, which to refer to the noun 

“mother”. Thus, article “the” should be omitted. 

4.1.1.2 Misformation  

I found some errors in misformation category, there were seventy 

four errors appear in students‟ descriptive writing. The errors on the use 

of grammatical cohesion was categorized as reference and conjunction. 

The subtypes of reference was categorized as personal reference (my, me, 

he, his, him, she, her, we, us) which contained seventy errors and 

comparative reference (more, and –er) contained there errors. Whereas, 

the subtypes of conjunction was categorized as causal conjunction (so) 

which contained one error. 

4.1.1.3.1 Error on the Use of Personal Reference 

Based on the students‟ descriptive writing, the misformation 

errors in the form of personal reference were listed in the table 

below. 

Table 7. Misformation Errors in the Form of Personal Reference 

 

 

S-1 

S-1 

“…we stayed with I 

Cousin at the 

Ciumbule, in 

Bandung city…” 

“…we stayed with my 

Cousin at the 

Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “I” instead of 

“my”  

 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

“…on the next day, 

my and my family 

went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous 

for shopping 

places…” 

“…on the next day, I 

and my family went for 

shopping. Bandung is 

famous for shopping 

places…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

 

 

 

 

S-2 

S-2 

“…at the first time, 

my was nervous and 

scared but with the 

talk of my parents 

and friends, I excited 

to practice…” 

“…at the first time, I 

was nervous and 

scared but with the 

talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

“…I was very afraid 

of the water and 

cannot swim, but my 

friend told I do not be 

afraid…” 

“…I was very afraid of 

the water and cannot 

swim, but my friend 

told me, do not be 

afraid…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “me” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-3 

S-3 

 

 

S-3 

S-3 

S-3 

S-3 

S-3 

 

“…I Father come to 

home farming not 

necessarily 

sometimes depend on 

the weather. I love to 

go to the garden and 

take the pineapple to 

eat with I father…” 

“…my Father come to 

home farming not 

necessarily sometimes 

depend on the 

weather. I love to go to 

the garden and take 

the pineapple to eat 

with my father…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “I” instead of 

“my” 

“…my mother is 

more beautiful than 

me, he is good 

mother, he is tall, he 

has brown skin and 

short hair and he is 

hard worker…” 

“…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, she 

is good mother, she is 

tall, she has brown 

skin and short hair 

and she is hard 

worker…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “she” 

“…my grandmother 

is very good cook, he 

likes to give a 

“…my grandmother is 

very good cook, she 

likes to give a 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-3 

 

delicious chicken 

soup and I eat until I 

feel full…” 

delicious chicken soup 

and I eat until I feel 

full…” 

instead of “she” 

“…my grandmother 

is a little fat, short 

hair and straight. He 

likes to give me 

money every time I 

want to go to 

school…” 

“…my grandmother is 

a little fat, short hair 

and straight. She likes 

to give me money 

every time I want to go 

to school…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “she” 

“…my mother is 

everything and I very 

love him…” 

“…my mother is 

everything and I very 

love her…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “him” 

instead of “her” 

“…I love to drink 

black coffee with 

father and I love to 

cook everything for 

he…” 

“…I love to drink 

black coffee with 

father and I love to 

cook everything for 

him…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “him” 

“…I have a cousin Ø 

name is M. Eko 

Setiwan. She hobby is 

cooking especially 

cooking spicy fried 

rice…” 

“…I have a cousin Ø 

name is M. Eko 

Setiwan. His hobby is 

cooking especially 

cooking spicy fried 

rice…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “she” instead of 

“his” 

“…I have a cousin Ø 

name is M. Eko 

Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially 

cooking spicy fried 

rice,” she has 

characteristics 

features of fat, white, 

curly hair, and high. 

She is very happy to 

“…I have a cousin Ø 

name is M. Eko 

Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially 

cooking spicy fried 

rice,” he has 

characteristics 

features of fat, white, 

curly hair, and high. 

He is very happy to 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “she” 

instead of “he” 



 

 

hang out with family, 

especially with my 

father and 

mother….” 

hang out with family, 

especially with my 

father and mother….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-4 

S-4 

S-4 

“…I like reading 

novels, story books Ø 

my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the 

most important thing 

and the best thing for 

wewas to get a good 

score…” 

“…I like reading 

novels, story books Ø 

my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the 

most important thing 

and the best thing for 

me was to get a good 

score…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “we” 

instead of “me” 

“…I learn about the 

strange thing in the 

world that we had, 

such as human 

achievement, gigantic 

whales and other 

things of your 

world…” 

“…I learn about the 

strange thing in the 

world that we had, 

such as human 

achievement, and 

other things of our 

world…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “your” instead of 

“our” 

“…reading enables I 

to learn about so 

many things that I did 

not know…” 

“…reading enables me 

to learn about so many 

things that I did not 

know…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “me” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-5 

S-5 

S-5 

S-5 

“…my really like 

anime because 

Naruto movie. My 

love to watch Naruto 

everyday…” 

“…I really like anime 

because Naruto movie. 

I love to watch Naruto 

everyday…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

“…and then, my 

second cat was 

Ocimaru. I give this 

name to him because 

I want my cat clever 

…” 

“…and then, my 

second cat was 

Ocimaru. I give this 

name to it because I 

want my cat clever …” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “him” 

instead of “it” 



 

 

“…cats were name 

Caca Andika and 

Ochimaru. The name 

Caca was given by 

my mother because 

she is black like artist 

Caca Andika. If my 

cat Caca, she is 

almost old…” 

“…cats were name 

Caca Andika and 

Ochimaru. The name 

Caca was given by my 

mother because it is 

black like artist Caca 

Andika. If my cat 

Caca, it is almost 

old…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “she” 

instead of “it” 

“…but by walking 

time I so hate the 

darkness because he 

is all just a beautiful 

lie…” 

“…but by walking time 

I so hate the darkness 

because it is all just a 

beautiful lie…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “it” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-6 

S-6 

S-6 

S-6 

S-6 

S-6 

“…to make delicious 

food we do not need 

to add a lot of 

seasoning, as long as 

we could put it 

together in the right 

amount of them….” 

“…to make delicious 

food we do not need to 

add a lot of seasoning, 

as long as we could 

put it together in the 

right amount of it….” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “them” 

instead of “it” 

“…my felt so happy 

when my family said 

that the food that I 

cook was 

delicious…” 

“…I  felt so happy 

when my family said 

that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

“…cooking can help 

I focus on my 

issue…”  

“…cooking can help 

me focus on my 

issue…”  

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “me” 

“…cooking would 

give me great 

pleasure. Especially 

if me can managed to 

make recipes and 

received any positives 

“…cooking would give 

me great pleasure. 

Especially if I can 

managed to make 

recipes and received 

any positives 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 



 

 

comments about my 

foods…” 

comments about my 

foods…” 

“…while in the 

kitchen, we talk and 

tell stories about our 

lives. When me get 

away from home…” 

“…while in the 

kitchen, we talk and 

tell stories about our 

lives. When I get away 

from home…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 

“…my mom is an 

excellent cook, and I 

learn from she…” 

“…my mom is an 

excellent cook, and I 

learn from her…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “she” instead of 

“her” 

 

 

 

 

S-7 

S-7 

“…they will keep the 

result of my picture 

as they memories…” 

“…they will keep the 

result of my picture as 

their memories…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “they” instead of 

“their” 

“…drawing at bored 

time really makes us 

happy, I often do 

when I am bored…” 

“…drawing at bored 

time really makes me 

happy, I often do when 

I am bored…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “us” 

instead of “me” 

 

 

 

S-8 

S-8 

S-8 

S-8 

S-8 

“…I have mother, my 

mother is Arika 

Aspranevi, he is tall, 

beautiful …” 

“…I have mother, my 

mother is Arika 

Aspranevi, she is tall, 

beautiful…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “she” 

 

“…my mother work 

at junior high school 

number ten 

Prabumulih, he is a 

teacher...” 

“…my mother work at 

junior high school 

number ten 

Prabumulih, she is a 

teacher...” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “she” 

“…my mother like 

cooking, he is like to 

cook rendang, fried 

rice, chicken, soup, 

juice and others…” 

“…my mother like 

cooking, she is like to 

cook rendang, fried 

rice, chicken, soup, 

juice and others…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “she” 



 

 

“…I very like he, 

because he is my 

friend at home. I very 

love he and I very 

love my family…” 

“…I very like him, 

because he is my 

friend at home. I very 

love him and I very 

love my family…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “him” 

“…my brother is 7 

years old, he hobby is 

eat...” 

“…my brother is 7 

years old, his hobby is 

eat...” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “he” instead of 

“his” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-9 

S-9 

S-9 

“…my hobby is 

cooking. Because it 

can make what we 

have not been able to 

learn and can make 

it…” 

“…my hobby is 

cooking. Because it 

can make what I have 

not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “we” 

instead of “I” 

“…I often make a 

model and my can 

enjoy my cooking 

dishes…” 

“…I often make a 

model and I can enjoy 

my cooking dishes…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

“…my hobby is 

eating what me 

cook…” 

“…my hobby is eating 

what I cook…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 

 

 

 

 

S-10 

S 

 

“…I like drawing 

from junior high 

school. This hobby is 

when me still 

children…” 

“…I like drawing from 

junior high school. 

This hobby is when I 

still children…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 

“…me like this hobby 

because by painting 

me can pour all my 

imagination …” 

“…I like this hobby 

because by painting I 

can pour all my 

imagination…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 

“…my like drawing 

from junior high 

school…” 

“…I  like drawing 

from junior high 

school…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-11 

 

 

“…in the first 

morning we were still 

too tired after a long 

trip, so our decided 

to stay at home …” 

“…in the first morning 

we were still too tired 

after a long trip, so we 

decided to stay at 

home …” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “our” 

instead of “we” 

“…on the second 

day, our went to 

Malioboro street…” 

“…on the second day, 

we went to Malioboro 

street…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “our” 

instead of “we” 

“…because of that, 

our decided to spend 

more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

“…because of that, we 

decided to spend more 

time in Garuda 

airline…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “our” 

instead of “we” 

S “…we went there two 

days after me sister‟s 

graduation ceremony 

in Semarang….” 

“…we went there two 

days after my sister‟s 

graduation ceremony 

in Semarang….” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “me” instead of 

“my”  

“…I walk around the 

neighborhood with 

me sister…” 

“…I walk around the 

neighborhood with my 

sister…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “me” instead of 

“my” 

 

 

 

S-12 

 

 

S 

“…when we arrive in 

our plantation. His 

asked me to collect 

some dry wood …” 

“…when we arrive in 

our plantation. He 

asked me to collect 

some dry wood …” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “his” 

instead of “he” 

“…when my already 

had enough worm, I 

brought it to my 

father…” 

“…when I already had 

enough worm, I 

brought it to my 

father…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

“…when I was in 

junior high school, 

my father invite I go 

to fishing…” 

“…when I was in 

junior high school, my 

father invite me go to 

fishing…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “me” 

“…when Ø already 

had enough worms, I 

“…when Ø already 

had enough worms, I 

Misforming subject 



 

 

brought he to my 

father...” 

brought it to my 

father...” 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “it” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-13 

 

S 

“…I always training 

because training 

make I zero to 

hero…” 

“…I always training 

because training make 

me zero to hero…” 

Misforming object 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “me” 

“…my have fans 

football club in 

Indonesia …” 

“…I have fans football 

club in Indonesia …” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 

“…I parent said to 

stop this hobby 

because this hobby is 

danger…” 

“…my parent said to 

stop this hobby 

because this hobby is 

danger…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “I” instead of 

“my” 

“…I ever followed 

football tournament 

and we as the 

winner…” 

“…we ever followed 

football tournament 

and we as the 

winner…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “we” 

“…we got the first 

rank and I very happy 

…” 

“…we got the first 

rank and we are very 

happy…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “I” 

instead of “we” 

 

 

 

 

S-14 

 

“…my favorite movie 

is monster.inc, the 

characters are 

colorful and he has a 

good story…” 

“…my favorite movie 

is monster.inc, the 

characters are colorful 

and it has a good 

story…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “it” 

“…in the movie Sully 

and Mike are 

roommates and work 

together, they job is 

to scare the kids…” 

“…in the movie Sully 

and Mike are 

roommates and work 

together, their job is to 

scare the kids…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “they” instead of 

“their” 

 

 

S-15 

“…my like to read 

about religion. My 

like to read the hadist 

…” 

“…I like to read about 

religion. I like to read 

the hadist …” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “my” 

instead of “I” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S-16 

“…comel is one year 

old and he wants to 

get married but he 

has not found his 

partner and my 

second cat has a lot 

of problems on his 

body he has a very 

thin body because he 

has a fungal 

disease…” 

“…comel is one year 

old and it wants to get 

married but it has not 

found it partner and 

my second cat has a 

lot of problems on it 

body it has a very thin 

body because it has a 

fungal disease…” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “it” 

“…me cats name is 

comel and 

Pompom…” 

“…my cats name is 

comel and 

Pompom…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “me” instead of 

“my” 

 

 

S-17 

“…when I stay at 

home, me often 

increase my 

knowledge...” 

“…when I stay at 

home, I often increase 

my knowledge...” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 

 

 

 

 

S-18 

S- 

S 

“…my father name is 

Mulia Sihombing, he 

job is farmer…” 

“…my father name is 

Mulia Sihombing, his 

job is farmer…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “he” instead of 

“his” 

“…my brother so 

scary because he has 

big body and tall and 

he body is fat….” 

“…my brother so 

scary because he has 

big body and tall and 

his body is fat….” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “he” instead of 

“his” 

“…I think he weight 

is 85 kg…” 

“…I think his weight is 

85 kg…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “he” instead of 

“his” 

“…my brother name 

is Michael Sihombing 

“…my brother name is 

Michael Sihombing 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 



 

 

and now he school is 

in UNSRI…” 

and now his school is 

in UNSRI…” 

use “he” instead of 

“his” 

 

 

S-19 

“…my father has a 

body that is not too 

high, her skin is 

white, her nose is flat, 

and her hair is 

curly…” 

“…my father has a 

body that is not too 

high, his skin is white, 

his nose is flat, and his 

hair is curly…” 

Misforming 

possessive ajective: 

use “her” instead of 

“his” 

 

 

 

 

S-20 

 

  “…and I have two 

brothers, he is 

Rahmat and 

Prasetyo. He is tall, 

handsome …” 

  “…and I have two 

brothers, they are 

Rahmat and Prasetyo. 

They are tall, 

handsome …” 

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “he” 

instead of “they” 

“…he hobby is 

watching TV… 

“…his hobby is 

watching TV…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “he” instead of 

“his” 

 

 

S-22 

 

“…I‟m very proud of 

I body…” 

“…I‟m very proud of 

my body…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “I” instead of 

“my” 

“…football is my 

hobby from me was 

kid…”   

“…football is my 

hobby from I was 

kid…”   

Misforming subject 

pronoun: use “me” 

instead of “I” 

 

 

S-23 

 

“…but we need a 

teacher or coach who 

can coordinate his 

team…” 

“…but we need a 

teacher or coach who 

can coordinate our 

team…” 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “his” instead of 

“our 

“….that‟s all me 

short story”. 

“….that‟s all my short 

story”. 

Misforming 

possessive adjective: 

use “me” instead of 

“my” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 



 

 

4.1.1.3.2 Error on the Use of Comparative Reference 

I also found the misformation errors in the form of 

comparative reference and the errors were listed in the table 

below. 

Table 8. Misformation Errors in the Form of Comparative Reference 

S-3 “…my mother is 

beautifuler than me, 

he is good mother…” 

“…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, he 

is good mother…” 

Misforming 

comparative degree: 

use “beautifuler” 

instead of “more 

beautiful” 

S-19 “…I have more high 

body than my 

parents…” 

“…I have higher body 

than my parents…” 

Misforming 

comparative degree: 

use “more high” 

instead of “higher” 

S-22 “….when I have more 

long space to kick the 

ball…” 

“….when I have 

longer space to kick 

the ball…” 

Misforming 

comparative degree: 

use “more long” 

instead of “longer” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

4.1.1.3.3 Error on the Use of Causal Conjunction 

In addition, the type of misformation errors in the form of 

causal conjunction were listed in table below. 

Table 9. Misformation Errors in the Form of Causal Cojunction 

 

 

 

“…open facebook, 

whatsapp, and watch 

film so I very love my 

“…open facebook, 

whatsapp, and watch 

film and I very love my 

Misforming causal 

conjunction: use “so” 

instead of “and” 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

S-20 family, which is 

everything for me, it 

was my little family.” 

family, which is 

everything for me, it 

was my little family..” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

The underlined word “so” functioned to conclude the 

statement. While, in the story line has added with another idea. It 

should use temporal conjunction, not causal conjunction. 

4.1.1.3 Misordering  

I found one error of misordering category in the form of personal 

reference in students‟ descriptive writing. The error, which was 

characterized by the incorrect placement of a morpheme or group of 

morphemes in an utterance, was called misordering.  

4.1.1.4.1 Error on the Use of Personal Reference 

The type of misordering error in the form of personal 

reference was listed in the table below. 

Table 10. Misordering Errors in the Form of Personal Reference 

 

S-11 

“…realized we that 

Yogyakarta turned 

out to be very warm 

during the day…” 

“…we realized that 

Yogyakarta turned out 

to be very warm 

during the day…” 

Misordering of subject 

pronoun: use “realized 

we” instead of “we 

realized” 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 

The underlined word was misordering error, because in the 

sentence should has subject and then verb. Meanwhile, the 

students put verb “realized” before subject “we”. It should be 

changed, subject and followed by verb “we realized that…” 

Students Error 

Identification 

Error  

Correction 

Error  

Description 



 

 

4.1.2 The Dominant Type of Grammatical Cohesion Errors in Students’ 

Descriptive Writing 

From the classification of error above, the dominant type of grammatical 

cohesion errors were obtained. The four types of errors were found on 

grammatical cohesion made by students. Those are omission, addition, 

misformation, and misordering error. There were one hundred and seventeen 

errors found. From the result, misformation became the most frequent type of 

error on grammatical cohesion in students‟ descriptive writing with the total 

number of occurrence was seventy errors. It meant that misformation error was 

the dominant error on grammatical cohesion. Then, omission became the second 

dominant type of error on grammatical cohesion in students‟ descriptive writing 

with the total number of occurrence was thirty six errors. The third dominant type 

of error on grammatical cohesion in students‟ descriptive writing was addition 

with the total number of occurrence six errors. Furthermore, the least dominant 

type of error occurred on grammatical cohesion in students‟ descriptive writing 

was misordering with the total number of occurrence one error. 

4.1.3 Factors Influencing the Students’ Errors on Grammatical Cohesion 

There are two factors or sources of error. According to Richards (1980), 

the sources of error were interlingual and intralingual factors. Interlingual factor is 

the result of English transfer which is caused by the learners‟ first language. It 

was because the students had been familiar to their first language. Another source 

is intralingual error. It is resulted from faulty or partial learning of the target 

language rather than language transfer. In this study, the students also made error 

in the form of both interlingual and intralingual factors. 



 

 

4.1.3.1 Interlingual Error  

Interlingual error appeared because of the interference of first 

language or mother tongue of the students, Bahasa Indonesia. Most of 

them made these errors because they imitated the first language rules, in 

the first language habitual utterances, and sometimes incorrect translation 

from first language to second language. There were some Interlingual 

errors made by students in descriptive writing focus on grammatical 

cohesion. 

Table 11. Interlingual Errors 

Students Error 

Categorization 

Error 

 Identification 

Error  

Description 

S-1  

 

 

 

 

OMISSION 

 

 

 

 

“….in Bandung 

zoo,…..are animals like 

bears, dragons,…” 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

S-2 “…when…..still SMP. 

I‟m not very likes to 

swim…” 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

S-3 “…she likes to give…..a 

delicious chicken 

soup…" 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

S-7 “….Sully is a man like 

kingkong or gorilla. 

…..has a big teeth,” 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

S-14  

 

ADDITION 

 “…I also give my drawing 

its to my sister…” 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

 

 

S-17 

“…because tausiah it is my 

hobby …” 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

“…I follow the tausiah it 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Mother Tongue 

Interference 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing) 



 

 

4.1.3.2 Intralingual Error 

If Interlingual happened because of the interference of mother 

tongue, Intralingual errors happened mostly because the student unabled to 

perform good sentence in second language during their low understanding 

of second language rules. Sometimes they overgeneralized the sentence by 

mixing two different rules in one utterance, then they ignorance the rule 

restriction which made the application of rules in context where they do 

not apply. Next, they made an incomplete application of the rules which 

means a failure to fully develop a structure and false concept hypothesized 

means that the source of errors arises when the student does not fully 

comprehend a distinction in the target language. 

Table 12. Intralingual Errors 

Students Error 

Categorization 

Error  

Identification 

Error  

Description 

S-1  

 

 

OMISSION 

 

 

 

“…on the first day…..went to 

culinary tour a Dago 

Street…” 

Incomplete 

application of rules 

“…on the first day…..went to 

culinary tour a Dago 

Street…” 

Incomplete 

application of rules 

S-16 “…the first time…..was 

interested in making a cake 

because…..saw my mother 

making a cake and…..tried to 

make it …” 

Incomplete 

application of rules 

S-3  

 

ADDITION 

“…my grandmother and 

my grandfather from the 

my mother is already 

gone…” 

Ignorance of rule 

restriction 



 

 

S-9 “…I prefer the my mother 

rather than to the my 

father because the my 

father is a bit angry…” 

Ignorance of rule 

restriction 

S-1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISFOR- 

MATION 

“…we stayed with I Cousin 

at the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

Ignorance of rule 

restriction 

S-3 “…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. My 

love to watch Naruto…” 

Ignorance of rule 

restriction 

 

S-13 “…I very like he, because he is 

my friend at home. I very love 

he and I very love my family”. 

Overgeneralization 

S-11 “…after a long trip from 

Semarang to Yogyakarta, so 

our decided to stay at home. 

On the second day, our went 

to Malioboro…” 

Ignorance of rule 

restriction 

S-3 “…my mother is beautifuler 

than me, he is good 

mother…” 

Overgeneralization 

S-19 “…I have more high body 

than my parents…” 

Overgeneralization 

S-22 “…football is my hobby from 

me was kid…”  

Ignorance of rule 

restriction 

S-11 MIS- 

ORDERING 

“…realized we that 

Yogyakarta turned out to be 

very warm…” 

False concept 

hypothesis 

(Source: Students‟ descriptive writing)  

4.2 Interpretation 

  The finding showed that the first grade students of SMAN 6 Prabumulih in 

the academic year of 2018/2019 contributed two types of grammatical cohesion 



 

 

errors, which were reference and conjunction. Additionally, those errors were 

categorized into surface strategy taxonomy, which were omission, addition, 

misformation, and misordering error. 

  Based on the findings of the study, it could be concluded that the types of 

grammatical cohesion errors made by students were omission, addition, 

misformation, and misordering error. First, in omission error, there were thirty six 

errors in which twenty errors were in the form of personal reference, seven errors 

were in demonstrative reference and nine errors were in additive conjunction. 

Second, in addition error, there were six errors in which three errors were in the 

form of personal reference and three errors were in demonstrative reference. 

Third, in misformation error, there were seventy four errors in which seventy 

errors were in the form of personal reference, three errors were in comparative 

reference and one error was in causal conjunction. The last, in misordering error, 

there was one error in the form of personal reference.  

 In addition, this study revealed that the dominant type of grammatical 

cohesion errors in the first grade students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 

Prabumulih in the academic year of 2018/2019 was misformation with the total 

occurrence of seventy four errors in which seventy errors were in the form of 

personal reference, three errors were in comparative reference and one error was 

in causal conjunction. Misformation was marked by using a wrong form of the 

morpheme or structure. 



 

 

 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

This chapter presents: (1) conclusions, and (2) suggestions. 

  The result of this study based on the findings and the interpretations were 

concluded. I also offered some suggestions which were hopefully useful and 

helpful for the teachers and the students in teaching and learning English. 

5.1 Conclusions 

  From this research, there was some important information that had been 

collected from the first grade students‟ descriptive writing in the academic year of 

2018/2019 on grammatical cohesion errors using Surface Strategy Taxonomy 

proposed by Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982). Based on the findings and 

interpretation, it could be concluded that: 

  First, the first grade students at SMAN 6 Prabumulih in the academic year 

of 2018/2019 contributed two types of grammatical cohesion errors, they were 

reference and conjunction. All of errors were categorized into four types of error, 

namely, omission, addition, misformation, and misordering error. In omission 

error, there were thirty six errors in which twenty errors were in the form of 

personal reference, seven errors were in demonstrative reference and nine errors 

were in additive conjunction. Next, in addition error, there were six errors in 

which three errors were in the form of personal reference and three errors were in 

demonstrative reference. Then, in misformation error, there were seventy four 

errors in which seventy errors were in the form of personal reference, three errors 

were in comparative reference and one error was in causal conjunction. The last, 

in misordering error, there was one error in the form of personal reference. 



 

 

 

  Besides, in omission error, the students omitted personal pronoun (I, me, 

we, he), demonstrative reference (there, the), and additive conjunction (and). It 

was followed by addition errors, the students made error in using personal 

pronoun (its, it), and demonstrative reference (the). Then, in misformation error, 

the students were made mistake in selecting the correct personal reference as 

subject or object, comparative reference, and causal conjunction. The last, 

misordering error, all of the errors were misordering on the placement of the using 

personal reference as subject or object. 

  Second, this research revealed that the dominant type of grammatical 

cohesion errors in the first grade students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 

Prabumulih in the academic year of 2018/2019 was misformation with the total of 

occurrence were seventy four errors consisted of personal reference were seventy 

errors, comparative reference were three errors and causal conjunction was one 

error. Misformation was marked by using a wrong form of the morpheme or 

structure (Dulay, Burt, & Krashen, 1982). 

  Third, the factors influencing grammatical cohesion errors in students‟ 

descriptive writing were interlingual and intralingual factors. Interlingual factor 

was the interference from mother tongue or students‟ first language. Furthermore, 

intralingual factor was the interference from overgeneralization, ignorance of rule 

restriction and incomplete application of rules. Thus, the students were expected 

to more practice on the using of grammatical cohesion especially in personal 

pronoun. 

 

  



 

 

 

5.2 Suggestions 

Considering the conclusion above, I would like to propose some 

suggestions, which hopefully will be useful for teachers, students, and other 

researchers.  

Firstly, from the result of this study showed that the dominant type of 

grammatical cohesion errors made by students was misformation error in term of 

personal reference with the total occurrence were seventy three errors so it was 

expected for the teachers to give further correction and clear explanation toward 

students‟ errors during learning process in learning personal pronoun. Besides, 

since personal pronoun was the dominant error it was also important for the 

teacher to teach the students in using correct tenses and pay more attention on the 

teaching of personal pronoun. 

In addition, this study also proved that the students‟ errors were caused by 

interlingual and intralingual factors. In interlingual, the students made error 

because of the interference of their mother tongue or their first language. 

Meanwhile, in intralingual errors were cause by overgeneralization, incomplete 

application of rule, ignorance of rule restriction and false concept hypothesis. 

Because of those reasons, the teacher was supposed to give the students more 

practice and exercise regarding the students‟ error on the using of grammatical 

cohesion especially in personal reference. 

  Secondly, it was expected for the students to practice more in English, 

especially on the use of grammatical cohesion. The students might do more 

exercises for making sure their comprehension on grammatical cohesion by using 

the correct formula. Meanwhile, it would be better for the students to know the 



 

 

 

types of grammatical cohesion in accordance with their use and also the time 

signal of each grammatical cohesion. It could improve the students‟ knowledge 

and also their skill in selecting the appropriate types of grammatical cohesion 

when they construct their writing. 

  The last, from the result of this study, I hope the next researchers can 

analyze more deeply about grammatical cohesion in the other types of students‟ 

writing such as, narrative text, recount text, etc. Therefore, they can learn more 

about the various pattern of the text with more various types of errors on the use 

of grammatical cohesion. 
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APPENDIX A 

Students’ Descriptive Writing 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

CODER CONSULTATION FORM 

Types of Grammatical Cohesion Errors 

RATER 1 

I. Classification of Error 

This study aimed to find out the types of grammatical cohesion errors in 

the first grade students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih in academic 

year 2018/2019. This research used error classification proposed by Dulay, Burt, 

and Krashen (1982). There are four classifications, they are: 

1. Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item that must 

appear in a well-form utterance. 

Example; Marry president new company. 

2. Addition errors are the opposite of omission. They are characterized 

by the presence of an item which must not appear in a well-formed 

utterance. 

Example; he doesn‟t eats. 

3. Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of 

the morpheme or structure.  

Example; The dog eated the chicken. 

4. Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of a 

morpheme or group in an utterance. 

Example; what daddy is doing? 

II. Identified Sentences 

Following table shows the identified sentences that I found from students‟ 

descriptive writing. I provide all of those sentences or phrases in the table below 

complete with the types of grammatical cohesion errors.  The errors are classified 



 

 

 

based on the Dulay‟s, Burt‟s, and Krashen‟s classification (1982). They are 

omission, addition, misformation, and misordering, please write right (V) or 

wrong (X) whether those sentences are identified as certain type of errors.



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

“…on the first day…..went to 

culinary tour a Dago Street. 

There were a lot of culinary, 

raginang from Sunda culinary 

up to Europe culinary. All 

culinary very delicious and we 

are very happy…” 

“…on the first day I and my 

family went to culinary tour a 

Dago Street. There were a lot of 

culinary, raginang from Sunda 

culinary up to Europe culinary. 

All culinary very delicious and we 

are very happy…” 

   

2 “…on the last day,…..went for a 

refreshing on Bandung zoo. At 

the Bandung zoo, we saw many 

types of animals…” 

“…on the last day, I and my 

family went for a refreshing on 

Bandung zoo. At the Bandung 

zoo, we saw many types of 

animals…” 

   

3 “…my hobby is swimming. 

Every holiday, saturday monday 

…..always swimming in the river 

and in swimming pool…” 

“…my hobby is swimming. Every 

holiday, saturday monday I 

always swimming in the river and 

in swimming pool…” 

   

4 “…when……still SMP. I‟m not 

very likes to swim…” 

“…when I still SMP. I‟m not very 

likes to swim…” 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…I was so bored when…..was 

alone, so I am amusing myself 

by drawing…” 

“…I was so bored when I was 

alone, so I am amusing myself by 

drawing…” 

   

6 “…from this hobby,…..can help 

to provide knowledge to others 

and my parent proud of me…” 

“…from this hobby, I can help to 

provide knowledge to others and 

my parent proud of me…” 

   

7 “…in cooking, I often make a 

cake. The first time…..was 

interested in making a cake 

because…..saw my mother 

making a cake and…..tried to 

make it after the first 

time…..made. ….very interested 

to make it again…” 

“…in cooking, I often make a 

cake. The first time I was 

interested in making a cake 

because I saw my mother making 

a cake and I tried to make it after 

the first time I made. I very 

interested to make it again…” 

   

8 “…my hobby is extraculliculer 

lecture of religion……like it 

because my hobby can provide 

lighting to the crowd…” 

“…my hobby is extraculliculer 

lecture of religion I like it because 

my hobby can provide lighting to 

the crowd…” 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

9  

 

 

 

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…sometimes my mother not 

cooking and I disappointed. 

Because….. like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

“…sometimes my mother not 

cooking and I disappointed. 

Because I  like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

   

10 “I have brother and 

now…..would like to tell about 

my brother...” 

“I have brother and now I would 

like to tell about my brother...” 

   

11 “…in hp…..like to play garden 

home spaces, candy blast, 

subway surf, and mobile 

legend…” 

“…in hp I like to play garden 

home spaces, candy blast, subway 

surf, and mobile legend…” 

   

12 “…..really love football but I‟m 

not a very good football 

player…” 

“ I really love football but I‟m not 

a very good football player…” 

   

13 “…since SMP…..like to play 

basketball on holiday, I used to 

look for a new technique finger 

style in YouTube”. 

“…since SMP I like to play 

basketball on holiday, I used to 

look for a new technique finger 

style in YouTube”. 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

14  

 

 

 

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

 

“…because of that…..really love 

basketball and I started playing 

basketball with my friends…” 

“…because of that I really love 

basketball and I started playing 

basketball with my friends…” 

   

15 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, she likes to give…..a 

delicious chicken soup and I eat 

until full...” 

“…my grandmother is very good 

cook, she likes to give me a 

delicious chicken soup and I eat 

until full...” 

   

16 “…this movie makes…..feel 

happy and I was laughing…” 

“…this movie makes me feel 

happy and I was laughing…” 

   

17 “…..spent the rest of our week 

in Yogyakarta …” 

“… we spent the rest of our week 

in Yogyakarta …” 

   

18 “…If we make a team and there 

is agreement of the player, 

…..want to join the race of 

basketball in Prabumulih…” 

“…If we make a team and there is 

agreement of the player, we want 

to join the race of basketball in 

Prabumulih…” 

   

19 “….Sully is a man like kingkong 

or gorilla. ….. has a big teeth 

and a lot of fur…” 

“….Sully is a man like kingkong 

or gorilla. He has a big teeth and 

a lot of fur…” 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (there, 

the) 

 

“….in Bandung zoo, are animals 

like bears, dragons, elephants, 

tigers, deer, camels, zebra and 

anymore…” 

“….in Bandung zoo, there are 

animals like bears, dragons, 

elephants, tigers, deer, camels, 

zebra and anymore…” 

   

2 “…I try with my effort and 

prayer, and in end our gym 

teacher agreed …” 

“…I try with my effort and prayer, 

and in the end our gym teacher 

agreed …” 

   

3 “in end I can get the highest score 

from my friend…” 

“in the end I can get the highest 

score from my friend…” 

   

4 “…I love darkness, because in 

dark no one knows my sadness…” 

“…I love darkness, because in the 

dark no one knows my sadness…” 

   

5 “…in dark I like having my own 

world that other people can not 

bother…” 

“…in the dark I like having my own 

world that other people can not 

bother…” 

   

6 “…my hobby can provide lighting 

to the crowd, at first I just saw a 

video. video which contains about 

religion then I try to tausiah,…” 

“…my hobby can provide lighting 

to the crowd, at the first I just saw a 

video. The video which contains 

about religion then I try to 

tausiah,…” 
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Categorization 
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1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

 

 

 

 

 

“…every holiday, saturday 

monday I always swimming in 

the river…” 

“…every holiday, Saturday and 

monday I always swimming in the 

river…” 

   

2 “…from I was a kid, I like 

reading novels story books…” 

“…from I was a kid, I like reading 

novels and story books…” 

   

3 “…drawing is cool very fun…” “…drawing is cool and very 

fun…” 

   

4 “…he is tall, handsome, 

diligent…” 

“…he is tall, handsome, and  

diligent…” 

   

5 “…my favorite player footballs 

are Cristiano Ronaldo, Leonal 

Messi, Neymar Jr, Mohammed 

Salah…” 

“…my favorite player footballs 

are Cristiano Ronaldo, Leonal 

Messi, Neymar Jr, and 

Mohammed Salah…” 

   

6 “…monster.inc characters are 

Sully, Mike, Boo, Randal…” 

“…monster.inc characters are 

Sully, Mike, Boo, and Randal…” 

   

7 “…I follow the race 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

“…I follow the race and 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

8 1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

“…I love writing for example 

writing a beautiful words, like 

pearl word, love word…” 

“…I love writing for example 

writing a beautiful words, like 

pearl word, and love word…” 

   

9 “…I like to read a short story 

like dongeng, cartoon…” 

“…I like to read a short story like 

dongeng, and cartoon…” 
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2. ADDITION 

2.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (its, it) 

“…from my picture usually I 

display in the room and 

sometimes I also give my 

drawing its to my sister and my 

friend…” 

“…from my picture usually I 

display in the room and 

sometimes I also give my drawing 

Ø to my sister and my friend…” 

   

2 “…there are many competitions 

including the tausiah, because 

tausiah it is my hobby so, I 

follow the competition…” 

“…there are many competitions 

including the tausiah, because 

tausiah Ø is my hobby so, I follow 

the competition…” 

   

3 “…I follow the tausiah it 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

“…I follow the tausiah Ø 

alhamdulliah I win…” 
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Categorization 
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2. ADDITION 

2.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (the) 

“…my grandmother and my 

grandfather from the my mother 

is already gone…” 

“…my grandmother and my 

grandfather from Ø my mother is 

already gone…” 

   

2 “…my grandfather has no tale 

according to the my mother 

story he is not too old…” 

“…my grandfather has no tale 

according to Ø my mother story 

he is not too old…” 

   

3 “…I prefer the my mother 

rather than to the my father 

because the my father is a bit 

angry…” 

“…I prefer Ø my mother rather 

than to Ø my father because Ø my 

father is a bit angry…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…we stayed with I Cousin at 

the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

“…we stayed with my Cousin 

at the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

   

2 “…I Father come to home 

farming not necessarily 

sometimes depend on the 

weather. I love to go to the 

garden and take the pineapple 

to eat with I father…” 

“…my Father come to home 

farming not necessarily 

sometimes depend on the 

weather. I love to go to the 

garden and take the pineapple 

to eat with my father…” 

   

3 “…I parent said to stop this 

hobby because this hobby is 

danger…” 

“…my parent said to stop this 

hobby because this hobby is 

danger…” 

   

4 “…I‟m very proud of I 

body…” 

“…I‟m very proud of my 

body…” 

   

5 “…on the next day, my and my 

family went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous for 

shopping places…” 

“…on the next day, I and my 

family went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous for 

shopping places…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…at the first time, my was 

nervous and scared but with 

the talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

“…at the first time, I was 

nervous and scared but with 

the talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

   

7 “…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. My 

love to watch Naruto …” 

“…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. I love 

to watch Naruto …” 

   

8 “…my felt so happy when my 

family said that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

“…I  felt so happy when my 

family said that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

   

9 “…I often make a model and 

my can enjoy my cooking …” 

“…I often make a model and I 

can enjoy my cooking …” 

   

10 “…my like drawing from 

junior high school…” 

“…I  like drawing from junior 

high school…” 

   

11 “…when my already had 

enough worm, I brought I to 

my father…” 

“…when I already had enough 

worm, I brought I to my 

father…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

12  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my have fans football club 

in Indonesia is Sriwijaya FC, 

if from euro I like FC 

Barcelona…” 

“…I have fans football club in 

Indonesia is Sriwijaya FC, if 

from euro I like FC 

Barcelona…” 

   

13 “…my like to read about 

religion. My like to read the 

hadist of hadist Al-Qur‟an…” 

“…I like to read about 

religion. I like to read the 

hadist of hadist Al-Qur‟an…” 

   

14 “…but my friend told I do not 

be afraid…” 

“…but my friend told me, do 

not be afraid…” 

   

15 “…cooking can help I focus on 

my issue…”  

“…cooking can help me focus 

on my issue…”  

   

16 “…reading enables I to learn 

about so many things that I did 

not know…” 

“…reading enables me to 

learn about so many things 

that I did not know…” 

   

17 “…when I was in junior high 

school, my father invite I go to 

fishing…” 

“…when I was in junior high 

school, my father invite me go 

to fishing…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I always training because 

training make I zero to 

hero…” 

“…I always training because 

training make me zero to 

hero…” 

   

19 “…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, he is good 

mother, he is tall, he has 

brown skin and short hair and 

he is hard worker…” 

“…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, she is good 

mother, she is tall, she has 

brown skin and short hair and 

she is hard worker…” 

   

20 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, he likes to give a 

delicious chicken soup …” 

“…my grandmother is very 

good cook, she likes to give a 

delicious chicken soup …” 

   

21 “…my grandmother is a little 

fat. He likes to give me money 

every time …” 

“…my grandmother is a little 

fat. She likes to give me money 

every time …” 

   

22 “…I have mother, my mother 

is Arika Aspranevi, he is tall, 

beautiful, smart and 

diligent…” 

“…I have mother, my mother 

is Arika Aspranevi, she is tall, 

beautiful, smart and 

diligent…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my mother work at junior 

high school number ten 

Prabumulih, he is a teacher...” 

“…my mother work at junior 

high school number ten 

Prabumulih, she is a 

teacher...” 

   

24 “…my mother like cooking, he 

is like to cook rendang, …” 

“…my mother like cooking, 

she is like to cook rendang,..” 

   

25 “…my mother is everything 

and I very love him…” 

“…my mother is everything 

and I very love her…” 

   

26 “…I love to drink black coffee 

with father and I love to cook 

everything for he…” 

“…I love to drink black coffee 

with father and I love to cook 

everything for him…” 

   

27 “…I very like he, because he is 

my friend at home. I very love 

he…” 

“…I very like him, because he 

is my friend at home. I very 

love him …” 

   

28 “…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. She hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice…” 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. His hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice,” she has 

characteristics features of fat, 

white, curly hair, and high. 

She is very happy to hang out 

with family….” 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice,” he has 

characteristics features of fat, 

white, curly hair, and high. He 

is very happy to hang out with 

family….” 

   

30 “…I like reading novels, story 

books Ø my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the most 

important thing for we was to 

get a good score…” 

“…I like reading novels, story 

books Ø my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the most 

important thing for me was to 

get a good score…” 

   

31 “…I learn about the strange 

thing in the world that we had, 

such as human achievement, 

gigantic whales and other 

things of your world…” 

“…I learn about the strange 

thing in the world that we had, 

such as human achievement, 

and other things of our 

world…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…and then, my second cat 

was Ocimaru. I give this name 

to him because I want my cat 

clever as a snake and in fact it 

is true…” 

“…and then, my second cat 

was Ocimaru. I give this name 

to its because I want my cat 

clever as a snake and in fact it 

is true…” 

   

33 “…she taught me that to make 

delicious food we do not need 

to add a lot of seasoning, as 

long as we could put it 

together in the right amount of 

them….” 

“…she taught me that to make 

delicious food we do not need 

to add a lot of seasoning, as 

long as we could put it 

together in the right amount of 

its….” 

   

34 “…in the first morning we 

were still too tired after a long 

trip from Semarang to 

Yogyakarta, so our decided to 

stay at home…” 

“…in the first morning we 

were still too tired after a long 

trip from Semarang to 

Yogyakarta, so we decided to 

stay at home …” 

   

35 “…on the second day, our 

went to Malioboro street…” 

“…on the second day, we went 

to Malioboro street…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…Yogyakarta turned out to 

be very warm during the day 

because of that, our decided to 

spend more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

“…Yogyakarta turned out to 

be very warm during the day 

because of that, we decided to 

spend more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

   

37 “…my father parked the 

motorcycle under the tree. His 

asked me to collect some dry 

wood …” 

“…my father parked the 

motorcycle under the tree. He 

asked me to collect some dry 

wood …” 

   

38 “…and my second cat has a 

lot of problems on his body…” 

“…and my second cat has a 

lot of problems on its body…” 

   

39 “…my father has a body that 

is not too high, her skin is 

white, her nose is flat, and her 

hair is curly…” 

“…my father has a body that 

is not too high, his skin is 

white, his nose is flat, and his 

hair is curly…” 

   

40 “…but we need a teacher or 

coach who can coordinate his 

team…” 

“…but we need a teacher or 

coach who can coordinate our 

team…” 
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Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

41  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…cats were name Caca 

Andika and Ochimaru. The 

name Caca was given by my 

mother because she is black 

like artist Caca Andika. If my 

cat Caca, she is almost old…” 

“…cats were name Caca 

Andika and Ochimaru. The 

name Caca was given by my 

mother because it is black like 

artist Caca Andika. If my cat 

Caca, it is almost old…” 

   

42 “…but by walking time I so 

hate the darkness because he 

is all just a beautiful lie…” 

“…but by walking time I so 

hate the darkness because it is 

all just a beautiful lie…” 

   

43 “…my favorite movie is 

monster.inc because it is 

funny, the characters are 

colorful and he has a good 

story…” 

“…my favorite movie is 

monster.inc because it is 

funny, the characters are 

colorful and it has a good 

story…” 

   

44 “…comel has a slightly 

strange body shape because he 

has short legs and a long 

body…”  

“…comel has a slightly 

strange body shape because it 

has short legs and a long body 

…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

“…now Comel is one year old 

and he wants to get married 

but he has not found his 

partner and my second cat has 

a lot of problems on his body 

he has a very tall and thin 

body because he has a fungal 

disease…” 

“…now Comel is one year old 

and it wants to get married but 

it has not found it partner and 

my second cat has a lot of 

problems on it body it has a 

very tall and thin body because 

it has a fungal disease…” 

   

46 “…when Ø already had 

enough worms, I brought he to 

my father and we went straight 

to the river...” 

“…when Ø already had 

enough worms, I brought it to 

my father and we went straight 

to the river...” 

   

47 “…cooking would give me 

great pleasure. Especially if 

me can managed to make 

recipes and received any 

positives comments about my 

foods…” 

“…cooking would give me 

great pleasure. Especially if I 

can managed to make recipes 

and received any positives 

comments about my foods…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…while in the kitchen, we 

talk and tell stories about our 

lives. When me get away from 

home…” 

“…while in the kitchen, we 

talk and tell stories about our 

lives. When I get away from 

home…” 

   

49 “…my hobby is eating what 

me cook…” 

“…my hobby is eating what I 

cook…” 

   

50 “…I like drawing from junior 

high school. This hobby is 

when me still children…” 

“…I like drawing from junior 

high school. This hobby is 

when I still children…” 

   

51 “…me like this hobby because 

by painting me can pour all my 

imagination …” 

“…I like this hobby because by 

painting I can pour all my 

imagination …” 

   

52 “…when I stay at home, me 

often increase my knowledge 

by watching video ust. Hannan 

Attaki, lc, Ma...” 

“…when I stay at home, I often 

increase my knowledge by 

watching video ust. Hannan 

Attaki, lc, Ma...” 

   

53 “…football is my hobby from 

me was kid…”   

“…football is my hobby from I 

was kid…”   
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…my mom is an excellent 

cook, and I learn from she…” 

“…my mom is an excellent 

cook, and I learn from her…” 

   

55 “…they will keep the result of 

my picture as they 

memories…” 

“…they will keep the result of 

my picture as their 

memories…” 

   

56 “…Sully and Mike are 

roommates and work together, 

they job is to scare …” 

“…Sully and Mike are 

roommates and work together, 

their job is to scare …” 

   

57 “…drawing makes us happy, I 

often do when I am bored…” 

“…drawing makes me happy, I 

often do when I am bored…” 

   

58 “…my brother is 7 years old, 

he hobby is eat...” 

“…my brother is 7 years old, 

his hobby is eat...” 

   

59 “…my father name is Mulia 

Sihombing, he job is 

farmer…” 

“…my father name is Mulia 

Sihombing, his job is 

farmer…” 

   

60 “…my brother so scary 

because he has big body and 

he body is fat….” 

“…my brother so scary 

because he has big body and 

his body is fat….” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

“…I think he weight is 85 

kg…” 

“…I think his weight is 85 

kg…” 

   

62 “…my brother name is 

Michael sihombing and now 

he school is in UNSRI…” 

“…my brother name is 

Michael sihombing and now 

his school is in UNSRI…” 

   

63 “…he hobby is watching TV… “…his hobby is watching 

TV…” 

   

64 “…my hobby is cooking. 

Because it can make what we 

have not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

“…my hobby is cooking. 

Because it can make what I 

have not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

   

65 “…we went there two days 

after me sister‟s graduation ..” 

“…we went there two days 

after my sister‟s graduation..” 

   

66 “…I walk around with me 

sister…” 

“…I walk around with my 

sister…” 

   

67 “…me cats name is Comel and 

Pompom…” 

“…my cats name is Comel and 

Pompom…” 

   

68 “….that‟s all me short story”. “….that‟s all my short story”.    
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I ever followed football 

tournament and we as the 

winner…” 

“…we ever followed football 

tournament and we as the 

winner…” 

   

70 “…we got the first rank and I 

very happy because many 

people support our team…” 

“…we got the first rank and 

we are very happy because 

many people support our 

team…” 

   

71   “…and I have two brothers, 

he is Rahmat and Prasetyo. He 

is tall, handsome and good…” 

  “…and I have two brothers, 

they are Rahmat and Prasetyo. 

They are tall, handsome and 

good…” 
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Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.2 Error on the Use 

of Comparative 

Reference  

 

“…my mother is beautifuler 

than me, he is good 

mother…” 

“…my mother is more beautiful 

than me, he is good mother…” 

   

2 “…I have more high body 

than my parents…” 

“…I have higher body than my 

parents…” 

   

3 “….when I have more long 

space to kick the ball…” 

“….when I have longer space to 

kick the ball…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.3 Error on the 

Use of Causal 

Conjunction 

 

“…open facebook, whatsapp, 

instagram, youtube, google, 

bbm, line, camer and watch 

film so I very love my family, 

which is everything for me, it 

was my little family even 

though…”. 

“…open facebook, whatsapp, 

instagram, youtube, google, 

bbm, line, camer and watch film 

and I very love my family, which 

is everything for me, it was my 

little family even though…” 

   

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

1 4. MISORDERING 

4.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference 

“…realized we that 

Yogyakarta turned out to be 

very warm during the day…” 

“…we realized that Yogyakarta 

turned out to be very warm during 

the day…” 
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APPENDIX C 

CODER CONSULTATION FORM 

Types of Grammatical Cohesion Errors 

RATER 2 

I. Classification of Error 

This study aimed to find out the types of grammatical cohesion errors in 

the first grade students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih in academic 

year 2018/2019. This research used error classification proposed by Dulay, Burt, 

and Krashen (1982). There are four classifications, they are: 

1. Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item that must 

appear in a well-form utterance. 

Example; Marry president new company. 

2. Addition errors are the opposite of omission. They are characterized by 

the presence of an item which must not appear in a well-formed 

utterance. 

Example; he doesn‟t eats. 

3. Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of 

the morpheme or structure.  

Example; The dog eated the chicken. 

4. Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement of a 

morpheme or group in an utterance. 

Example; what daddy is doing? 

II. Identified Sentences 

Following table shows the identified sentences that I found from students‟ 

descriptive writing. I provide all of those sentences or phrases in the table below 

complete with the types of grammatical cohesion errors.  The errors are classified 



 

 

 

based on the Dulay‟s, Burt‟s, and Krashen‟s classification (1982). They are 

omission, addition, misformation, and misordering, please write right (V) or 

wrong (X) whether those sentences are identified as certain type of errors.
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2. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

“…on the first day…..went to 

culinary tour a Dago Street. 

There were a lot of culinary, 

raginang from Sunda culinary 

up to Europe culinary. All 

culinary very delicious and we 

are very happy…” 

“…on the first day I and my 

family went to culinary tour a 

Dago Street. There were a lot of 

culinary, raginang from Sunda 

culinary up to Europe culinary. 

All culinary very delicious and we 

are very happy…” 

   

2 “…on the last day,…..went for a 

refreshing on Bandung zoo. At 

the Bandung zoo, we saw many 

types of animals…” 

“…on the last day, I and my 

family went for a refreshing on 

Bandung zoo. At the Bandung 

zoo, we saw many types of 

animals…” 

   

3 “…my hobby is swimming. 

Every holiday, saturday monday 

…..always swimming in the river 

and in swimming pool…” 

“…my hobby is swimming. Every 

holiday, saturday monday I 

always swimming in the river and 

in swimming pool…” 

   

4 “…when……still SMP. I‟m not 

very likes to swim…” 

“…when I still SMP. I‟m not very 

likes to swim…” 
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2. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…I was so bored when…..was 

alone, so I am amusing myself 

by drawing…” 

“…I was so bored when I was 

alone, so I am amusing myself by 

drawing…” 

   

6 “…from this hobby,…..can help 

to provide knowledge to others 

and my parent proud of me…” 

“…from this hobby, I can help to 

provide knowledge to others and 

my parent proud of me…” 

   

7 “…in cooking, I often make a 

cake. The first time…..was 

interested in making a cake 

because…..saw my mother 

making a cake and…..tried to 

make it after the first 

time…..made. ….very interested 

to make it again…” 

“…in cooking, I often make a 

cake. The first time I was 

interested in making a cake 

because I saw my mother making 

a cake and I tried to make it after 

the first time I made. I very 

interested to make it again…” 

   

8 “…my hobby is extraculliculer 

lecture of religion……like it 

because my hobby can provide 

lighting to the crowd…” 

“…my hobby is extraculliculer 

lecture of religion I like it because 

my hobby can provide lighting to 

the crowd…” 
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2. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…sometimes my mother not 

cooking and I disappointed. 

Because….. like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

“…sometimes my mother not 

cooking and I disappointed. 

Because I  like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

   

10 “I have brother and 

now…..would like to tell about 

my brother...” 

“I have brother and now I would 

like to tell about my brother...” 

   

11 “…in hp…..like to play garden 

home spaces, candy blast, 

subway surf, and mobile 

legend…” 

“…in hp I like to play garden 

home spaces, candy blast, subway 

surf, and mobile legend…” 

   

12 “…..really love football but I‟m 

not a very good football 

player…” 

“ I really love football but I‟m not 

a very good football player…” 

   

13 “…since SMP…..like to play 

basketball on holiday, I used to 

look for a new technique finger 

style in YouTube”. 

“…since SMP I like to play 

basketball on holiday, I used to 

look for a new technique finger 

style in YouTube”. 
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4. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

 

“…because of that…..really love 

basketball and I started playing 

basketball with my friends…” 

“…because of that I really love 

basketball and I started playing 

basketball with my friends…” 

   

15 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, she likes to give…..a 

delicious chicken soup and I eat 

until full...” 

“…my grandmother is very good 

cook, she likes to give me a 

delicious chicken soup and I eat 

until full...” 

   

16 “…this movie makes…..feel 

happy and I was laughing…” 

“…this movie makes me feel 

happy and I was laughing…” 

   

17 “…..spent the rest of our week 

in Yogyakarta …” 

“… we spent the rest of our week 

in Yogyakarta …” 

   

18 “…If we make a team and there 

is agreement of the player, 

…..want to join the race of 

basketball in Prabumulih…” 

“…If we make a team and there is 

agreement of the player, we want 

to join the race of basketball in 

Prabumulih…” 

   

19 “….Sully is a man like kingkong 

or gorilla. ….. has a big teeth 

and a lot of fur…” 

“….Sully is a man like kingkong 

or gorilla. He has a big teeth and 

a lot of fur…” 
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5. OMISSION 

1.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (there, 

the) 

 

“….in Bandung zoo, are animals 

like bears, dragons, elephants, 

tigers, deer, camels, zebra and 

anymore…” 

“….in Bandung zoo, there are 

animals like bears, dragons, 

elephants, tigers, deer, camels, 

zebra and anymore…” 

   

2 “…I try with my effort and 

prayer, and in end our gym 

teacher agreed …” 

“…I try with my effort and prayer, 

and in the end our gym teacher 

agreed …” 

   

3 “in end I can get the highest score 

from my friend…” 

“in the end I can get the highest 

score from my friend…” 

   

4 “…I love darkness, because in 

dark no one knows my sadness…” 

“…I love darkness, because in the 

dark no one knows my sadness…” 

   

5 “…in dark I like having my own 

world that other people can not 

bother…” 

“…in the dark I like having my own 

world that other people can not 

bother…” 

   

6 “…my hobby can provide lighting 

to the crowd, at first I just saw a 

video. video which contains about 

religion then I try to tausiah,…” 

“…my hobby can provide lighting 

to the crowd, at the first I just saw a 

video. The video which contains 

about religion then I try to 

tausiah,…” 
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1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

 

 

 

 

 

“…every holiday, saturday 

monday I always swimming in 

the river…” 

“…every holiday, Saturday and 

monday I always swimming in the 

river…” 

   

2 “…from I was a kid, I like 

reading novels story books…” 

“…from I was a kid, I like reading 

novels and story books…” 

   

3 “…drawing is cool very fun…” “…drawing is cool and very 

fun…” 

   

4 “…he is tall, handsome, 

diligent…” 

“…he is tall, handsome, and  

diligent…” 

   

5 “…my favorite player footballs 

are Cristiano Ronaldo, Leonal 

Messi, Neymar Jr, Mohammed 

Salah…” 

“…my favorite player footballs 

are Cristiano Ronaldo, Leonal 

Messi, Neymar Jr, and 

Mohammed Salah…” 

   

6 “…monster.inc characters are 

Sully, Mike, Boo, Randal…” 

“…monster.inc characters are 

Sully, Mike, Boo, and Randal…” 

   

7 “…I follow the race 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

“…I follow the race and 

alhamdulliah I win…” 
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8 1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

“…I love writing for example 

writing a beautiful words, like 

pearl word, love word…” 

“…I love writing for example 

writing a beautiful words, like 

pearl word, and love word…” 

   

9 “…I like to read a short story 

like dongeng, cartoon…” 

“…I like to read a short story like 

dongeng, and cartoon…” 
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6. ADDITION 

2.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (its, it) 

“…from my picture usually I 

display in the room and 

sometimes I also give my 

drawing its to my sister and my 

friend…” 

“…from my picture usually I 

display in the room and 

sometimes I also give my drawing 

Ø to my sister and my friend…” 

   

2 “…there are many competitions 

including the tausiah, because 

tausiah it is my hobby so, I 

follow the competition…” 

“…there are many competitions 

including the tausiah, because 

tausiah Ø is my hobby so, I follow 

the competition…” 

   

3 “…I follow the tausiah it 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

“…I follow the tausiah Ø 

alhamdulliah I win…” 
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5. ADDITION 

2.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (the) 

“…my grandmother and my 

grandfather from the my mother 

is already gone…” 

“…my grandmother and my 

grandfather from Ø my mother is 

already gone…” 

   

2 “…my grandfather has no tale 

according to the my mother 

story he is not too old…” 

“…my grandfather has no tale 

according to Ø my mother story 

he is not too old…” 

   

3 “…I prefer the my mother 

rather than to the my father 

because the my father is a bit 

angry…” 

“…I prefer Ø my mother rather 

than to Ø my father because Ø my 

father is a bit angry…” 
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6. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…we stayed with I Cousin at 

the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

“…we stayed with my Cousin 

at the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

   

2 “…I Father come to home 

farming not necessarily 

sometimes depend on the 

weather. I love to go to the 

garden and take the pineapple 

to eat with I father…” 

“…my Father come to home 

farming not necessarily 

sometimes depend on the 

weather. I love to go to the 

garden and take the pineapple 

to eat with my father…” 

   

3 “…I parent said to stop this 

hobby because this hobby is 

danger…” 

“…my parent said to stop this 

hobby because this hobby is 

danger…” 

   

4 “…I‟m very proud of I 

body…” 

“…I‟m very proud of my 

body…” 

   

5 “…on the next day, my and my 

family went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous for 

shopping places…” 

“…on the next day, I and my 

family went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous for 

shopping places…” 
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7. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…at the first time, my was 

nervous and scared but with 

the talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

“…at the first time, I was 

nervous and scared but with 

the talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

   

7 “…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. My 

love to watch Naruto …” 

“…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. I love 

to watch Naruto …” 

   

8 “…my felt so happy when my 

family said that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

“…I  felt so happy when my 

family said that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

   

9 “…I often make a model and 

my can enjoy my cooking …” 

“…I often make a model and I 

can enjoy my cooking …” 

   

10 “…my like drawing from 

junior high school…” 

“…I  like drawing from junior 

high school…” 

   

11 “…when my already had 

enough worm, I brought I to 

my father…” 

“…when I already had enough 

worm, I brought I to my 

father…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my have fans football club 

in Indonesia is Sriwijaya FC, 

if from euro I like FC 

Barcelona…” 

“…I have fans football club in 

Indonesia is Sriwijaya FC, if 

from euro I like FC 

Barcelona…” 

   

13 “…my like to read about 

religion. My like to read the 

hadist of hadist Al-Qur‟an…” 

“…I like to read about 

religion. I like to read the 

hadist of hadist Al-Qur‟an…” 

   

14 “…but my friend told I do not 

be afraid…” 

“…but my friend told me, do 

not be afraid…” 

   

15 “…cooking can help I focus on 

my issue…”  

“…cooking can help me focus 

on my issue…”  

   

16 “…reading enables I to learn 

about so many things that I did 

not know…” 

“…reading enables me to 

learn about so many things 

that I did not know…” 

   

17 “…when I was in junior high 

school, my father invite I go to 

fishing…” 

“…when I was in junior high 

school, my father invite me go 

to fishing…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I always training because 

training make I zero to 

hero…” 

“…I always training because 

training make me zero to 

hero…” 

   

19 “…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, he is good 

mother, he is tall, he has 

brown skin and short hair and 

he is hard worker…” 

“…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, she is good 

mother, she is tall, she has 

brown skin and short hair and 

she is hard worker…” 

   

20 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, he likes to give a 

delicious chicken soup …” 

“…my grandmother is very 

good cook, she likes to give a 

delicious chicken soup …” 

   

21 “…my grandmother is a little 

fat. He likes to give me money 

every time …” 

“…my grandmother is a little 

fat. She likes to give me money 

every time …” 

   

22 “…I have mother, my mother 

is Arika Aspranevi, he is tall, 

beautiful, smart and 

diligent…” 

“…I have mother, my mother 

is Arika Aspranevi, she is tall, 

beautiful, smart and 

diligent…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my mother work at junior 

high school number ten 

Prabumulih, he is a teacher...” 

“…my mother work at junior 

high school number ten 

Prabumulih, she is a 

teacher...” 

   

24 “…my mother like cooking, he 

is like to cook rendang, …” 

“…my mother like cooking, 

she is like to cook rendang,..” 

   

25 “…my mother is everything 

and I very love him…” 

“…my mother is everything 

and I very love her…” 

   

26 “…I love to drink black coffee 

with father and I love to cook 

everything for he…” 

“…I love to drink black coffee 

with father and I love to cook 

everything for him…” 

   

27 “…I very like he, because he is 

my friend at home. I very love 

he…” 

“…I very like him, because he 

is my friend at home. I very 

love him …” 

   

28 “…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. She hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice…” 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. His hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice,” she has 

characteristics features of fat, 

white, curly hair, and high. 

She is very happy to hang out 

with family….” 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice,” he has 

characteristics features of fat, 

white, curly hair, and high. He 

is very happy to hang out with 

family….” 

   

30 “…I like reading novels, story 

books Ø my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the most 

important thing for we was to 

get a good score…” 

“…I like reading novels, story 

books Ø my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the most 

important thing for me was to 

get a good score…” 

   

31 “…I learn about the strange 

thing in the world that we had, 

such as human achievement, 

gigantic whales and other 

things of your world…” 

“…I learn about the strange 

thing in the world that we had, 

such as human achievement, 

and other things of our 

world…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…and then, my second cat 

was Ocimaru. I give this name 

to him because I want my cat 

clever as a snake and in fact it 

is true…” 

“…and then, my second cat 

was Ocimaru. I give this name 

to its because I want my cat 

clever as a snake and in fact it 

is true…” 

   

33 “…she taught me that to make 

delicious food we do not need 

to add a lot of seasoning, as 

long as we could put it 

together in the right amount of 

them….” 

“…she taught me that to make 

delicious food we do not need 

to add a lot of seasoning, as 

long as we could put it 

together in the right amount of 

its….” 

   

34 “…in the first morning we 

were still too tired after a long 

trip from Semarang to 

Yogyakarta, so our decided to 

stay at home…” 

“…in the first morning we 

were still too tired after a long 

trip from Semarang to 

Yogyakarta, so we decided to 

stay at home …” 

   

35 “…on the second day, our 

went to Malioboro street…” 

“…on the second day, we went 

to Malioboro street…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…Yogyakarta turned out to 

be very warm during the day 

because of that, our decided to 

spend more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

“…Yogyakarta turned out to 

be very warm during the day 

because of that, we decided to 

spend more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

   

37 “…my father parked the 

motorcycle under the tree. His 

asked me to collect some dry 

wood …” 

“…my father parked the 

motorcycle under the tree. He 

asked me to collect some dry 

wood …” 

   

38 “…and my second cat has a 

lot of problems on his body…” 

“…and my second cat has a 

lot of problems on its body…” 

   

39 “…my father has a body that 

is not too high, her skin is 

white, her nose is flat, and her 

hair is curly…” 

“…my father has a body that 

is not too high, his skin is 

white, his nose is flat, and his 

hair is curly…” 

   

40 “…but we need a teacher or 

coach who can coordinate his 

team…” 

“…but we need a teacher or 

coach who can coordinate our 

team…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…cats were name Caca 

Andika and Ochimaru. The 

name Caca was given by my 

mother because she is black 

like artist Caca Andika. If my 

cat Caca, she is almost old…” 

“…cats were name Caca 

Andika and Ochimaru. The 

name Caca was given by my 

mother because it is black like 

artist Caca Andika. If my cat 

Caca, it is almost old…” 

   

42 “…but by walking time I so 

hate the darkness because he 

is all just a beautiful lie…” 

“…but by walking time I so 

hate the darkness because it is 

all just a beautiful lie…” 

   

43 “…my favorite movie is 

monster.inc because it is 

funny, the characters are 

colorful and he has a good 

story…” 

“…my favorite movie is 

monster.inc because it is 

funny, the characters are 

colorful and it has a good 

story…” 

   

44 “…comel has a slightly 

strange body shape because he 

has short legs and a long 

body…”  

“…comel has a slightly 

strange body shape because it 

has short legs and a long body 

…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

“…now Comel is one year old 

and he wants to get married 

but he has not found his 

partner and my second cat has 

a lot of problems on his body 

he has a very tall and thin 

body because he has a fungal 

disease…” 

“…now Comel is one year old 

and it wants to get married but 

it has not found it partner and 

my second cat has a lot of 

problems on it body it has a 

very tall and thin body because 

it has a fungal disease…” 

   

46 “…when Ø already had 

enough worms, I brought he to 

my father and we went straight 

to the river...” 

“…when Ø already had 

enough worms, I brought it to 

my father and we went straight 

to the river...” 

   

47 “…cooking would give me 

great pleasure. Especially if 

me can managed to make 

recipes and received any 

positives comments about my 

foods…” 

“…cooking would give me 

great pleasure. Especially if I 

can managed to make recipes 

and received any positives 

comments about my foods…” 
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…while in the kitchen, we 

talk and tell stories about our 

lives. When me get away from 

home…” 

“…while in the kitchen, we 

talk and tell stories about our 

lives. When I get away from 

home…” 

   

49 “…my hobby is eating what 

me cook…” 

“…my hobby is eating what I 

cook…” 

   

50 “…I like drawing from junior 

high school. This hobby is 

when me still children…” 

“…I like drawing from junior 

high school. This hobby is 

when I still children…” 

   

51 “…me like this hobby because 

by painting me can pour all my 

imagination …” 

“…I like this hobby because by 

painting I can pour all my 

imagination …” 

   

52 “…when I stay at home, me 

often increase my knowledge 

by watching video ust. Hannan 

Attaki, lc, Ma...” 

“…when I stay at home, I often 

increase my knowledge by 

watching video ust. Hannan 

Attaki, lc, Ma...” 

   

53 “…football is my hobby from 

me was kid…”   

“…football is my hobby from I 

was kid…”   
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3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…my mom is an excellent 

cook, and I learn from she…” 

“…my mom is an excellent 

cook, and I learn from her…” 

   

55 “…they will keep the result of 

my picture as they 

memories…” 

“…they will keep the result of 

my picture as their 

memories…” 

   

56 “…Sully and Mike are 

roommates and work together, 

they job is to scare …” 

“…Sully and Mike are 

roommates and work together, 

their job is to scare …” 

   

57 “…drawing makes us happy, I 

often do when I am bored…” 

“…drawing makes me happy, I 

often do when I am bored…” 

   

58 “…my brother is 7 years old, 

he hobby is eat...” 

“…my brother is 7 years old, 

his hobby is eat...” 

   

59 “…my father name is Mulia 

Sihombing, he job is 

farmer…” 

“…my father name is Mulia 

Sihombing, his job is 

farmer…” 

   

60 “…my brother so scary 

because he has big body and 

he body is fat….” 

“…my brother so scary 

because he has big body and 

his body is fat….” 

   



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

61  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

“…I think he weight is 85 

kg…” 

“…I think his weight is 85 

kg…” 

   

62 “…my brother name is 

Michael sihombing and now 

he school is in UNSRI…” 

“…my brother name is 

Michael sihombing and now 

his school is in UNSRI…” 

   

63 “…he hobby is watching TV… “…his hobby is watching 

TV…” 

   

64 “…my hobby is cooking. 

Because it can make what we 

have not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

“…my hobby is cooking. 

Because it can make what I 

have not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

   

65 “…we went there two days 

after me sister‟s graduation ..” 

“…we went there two days 

after my sister‟s graduation..” 

   

66 “…I walk around with me 

sister…” 

“…I walk around with my 

sister…” 

   

67 “…me cats name is Comel and 

Pompom…” 

“…my cats name is Comel and 

Pompom…” 

   

68 “….that‟s all me short story”. “….that‟s all my short story”.    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

69  

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I ever followed football 

tournament and we as the 

winner…” 

“…we ever followed football 

tournament and we as the 

winner…” 

   

70 “…we got the first rank and I 

very happy because many 

people support our team…” 

“…we got the first rank and 

we are very happy because 

many people support our 

team…” 

   

71   “…and I have two brothers, 

he is Rahmat and Prasetyo. He 

is tall, handsome and good…” 

  “…and I have two brothers, 

they are Rahmat and Prasetyo. 

They are tall, handsome and 

good…” 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.2 Error on the Use 

of Comparative 

Reference  

 

“…my mother is beautifuler 

than me, he is good 

mother…” 

“…my mother is more beautiful 

than me, he is good mother…” 

   

2 “…I have more high body 

than my parents…” 

“…I have higher body than my 

parents…” 

   

3 “….when I have more long 

space to kick the ball…” 

“….when I have longer space to 

kick the ball…” 

   

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.3 Error on the 

Use of Causal 

Conjunction 

 

“…open facebook, whatsapp, 

instagram, youtube, google, 

bbm, line, camer and watch 

film so I very love my family, 

which is everything for me, it 

was my little family even 

though…”. 

“…open facebook, whatsapp, 

instagram, youtube, google, 

bbm, line, camer and watch film 

and I very love my family, which 

is everything for me, it was my 

little family even though…” 

   

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Correct Form Correct Incorrect Comment 

1 8. MISORDERING 

4.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference 

“…realized we that 

Yogyakarta turned out to be 

very warm during the day…” 

“…we realized that Yogyakarta 

turned out to be very warm during 

the day…” 
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APPENDIX D 

CODER CONSULTATION FORM 

Sources of Error 

RATER 1 

 

III. Classification of Error 

This study aimed to find out the sources of errors in the first grade 

students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih in academic year 2018/2019. 

This research used sources of grammatical cohesion errors proposed by Richards 

(1980). There are two sources of errors they are, interlingual error and 

intralingual error.  

1. Interlingual is a significant source of error for all learners which cause 

by the interference from mother tongue or students‟ first language.  

2. Intralingual is the resulted from faulty or partial learning of the target 

language rather than language transfer. There are four sources of 

interlingual factors, namely: 

2.1 Overgeneralization  

Overgeneralization means that the learner creates a deviant structure on 

the basis of his experience of other structures in the target language, for 

example, “She will tries”. The learner knows “she plays, she wears, she 

sings, etc”. but for using –s after the modal auxiliary is prohibited. The 

learners over generalize the rule of suffix –s that only used after the third 

person in simple present tense. 

 2.2 Ignorance of Rule Restrictions  

Ignorance of rule restrictions means that the application of rules to 

context where they do not apply. An example is “He made me to rest” 



 

 

 

through extension of the pattern found with the majority of verb that take 

infinitival complements. The learner ignores the use of make which is 

actually not followed by to and a verb. Here, the learner can make another 

sentence like: “He asked/ wanted/ invited me to go”. 

2.3 Incomplete Application of the Rules  

Incomplete application of the rules means that a failure to fully develop 

a structure. The common teaching device used is question. Typically, they are 

used not to find out something, but as means of eliciting sentences. Thus, 

learners of L2 English have been observed to use declarative word order in 

question, “understand?” In place of interrogative word order “Have you 

understood?” Or “Do you understand?” This type of intralingual error 

corresponds to what is often referred to as an error of transitional competence. 

2.4 False Concept Hypothesized  

False concept hypothesized means that the source of errors arises when 

the learner does not fully comprehend a distinction in the target language. For 

example, the use of was as a marker of past tense in “One day it was 

happened”. The form is may be understood to be the corresponding marker 

of the present tense; “he is speaks French”. 

3. Identified Sentences 

Following table shows the identified sentences that I found from students‟ 

descriptive writing. I provide all of those sentences or phrases in the table below 

complete with the sources of errors. The errors are classified based on the sources 

of error from Richard (1980). Please, write right (V) or wrong (X) whether those 

sentences are identified as certain source of errors.  



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

3. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…on the first day…..went to 

culinary tour a dago street. 

there were a lot of culinary, 

raginang from sunda culinary 

up to europe culinary. all 

culinary very delicious and we 

are very happy…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

2 “…on the last day,…..went for a 

refreshing on Bandung zoo. At 

the Bandung zoo, we saw many 

types of animals…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

3 “…my hobby is swimming. 

Every holiday, saturday monday 

…..always swimming in the river 

and in swimming pool…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

4 “…when……still SMP. I‟m not 

very likes to swim…” 

Mother tongue     



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

5  

 

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…I was so bored when…..was 

alone, so I am amusing myself 

by drawing…” 

Mother tongue    

6 “…from this hobby,…..can help 

to provide knowledge to others 

and my parent proud of me…” 

Mother tongue    

7 “…in cooking, I often make a 

cake. The first time…..was 

interested in making a cake 

because…..saw my mother 

making a cake and…..tried to 

make it after the first 

time…..made. ….very interested 

to make it again…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

8 “…my hobby is extraculliculer 

lecture of religion……like it 

because my hobby can provide 

lighting to the crowd…” 

Incomplete application of rules  

 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

9  

 

 

 

 

 

3. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…sometimes my mother not 

cooking and I disappointed. 

Because….. like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

Incomplete application of rules    

10 “I have brother and 

now…..would like to tell about 

my brother...” 

Incomplete application of rules    

11 “…in hp…..like to play garden 

home spaces, candy blast, 

subway surf, and mobile 

legend…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

12 “…..really love football but I‟m 

not a very good football 

player…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

13 “…since SMP…..like to play 

basketball on holiday, I used to 

look for a new technique finger 

style in YouTube”. 

Incomplete application of rules  

 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

14  

 

 

 

 

 

7. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

 

“…because of that…..really love 

basketball and I started playing 

basketball with my friends…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

15 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, she likes to give…..a 

delicious chicken soup and I eat 

until full...” 

Mother tongue    

16 “…this movie makes…..feel 

happy and I was laughing…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

17 “…..spent the rest of our week 

in Yogyakarta …” 

Incomplete application of rules    

18 “…If we make a team and there 

is agreement of the player, 

…..want to join the race of 

basketball in Prabumulih…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

19 “….Sully is a man like kingkong 

or gorilla. ….. has a big teeth 

and a lot of fur…” 

Mother tongue    



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

9. OMISSION 

1.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (there, 

the) 

 

“….in Bandung zoo, are animals 

like bears, dragons, elephants, 

tigers, deer, camels, zebra and 

anymore…” 

Mother tongue    

2 “…I try with my effort and 

prayer, and in end our gym 

teacher agreed that the practice 

will be done…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

3 “in end I can get the highest score 

from my friend…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

4 “…I love darkness, because in 

dark no one knows my sadness…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

5 “…in dark I like having my own 

world that other people can not 

bother…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

6 “…my hobby can provide lighting 

to the crowd, at first I just saw a 

video. video which contains about 

religion then I try to tausiah,…” 

Incomplete application of rules    



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…my hobby is swimming, 

every holiday, saturday monday 

I always swimming in the 

river…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

2 “…I was interested this hobby 

started from I was a kid, I like 

reading novels story books…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

3 “…drawing is cool very fun…” Incomplete application of rules    

4 “…he is tall, handsome, 

diligent…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

5 “…my favorite player footballs 

are Cristiano Ronaldo, Leonal 

Messi, Neymar Jr, Mohammed 

Salah…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

6 “…monster.inc characters are 

Sully, Mike, Boo, Randal…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

7 “…I follow the race 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Incomplete application of rules    



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

8 1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

“…I love writing for example 

writing a beautiful words, like 

pearl word, love word…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

9 “…I like to read a short story 

like dongeng, cartoon…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

10. ADDITION 

2.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (its, it) 

“…from my picture usually I 

display in the room and 

sometimes I also give my 

drawing its to my sister and my 

friend…” 

Mother tongue     

2 “…there are many competitions 

including the tausiah, because 

tausiah it is my hobby so, I 

follow the competition…” 

Mother tongue    

3 “…I follow the tausiah it 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Mother tongue    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

8. ADDITION 

2.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (the) 

“…my grandmother and my 

grandfather from the my mother 

is already gone…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

2 “…my grandfather has no tale 

according to the my mother 

story he is not too old…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

3 “…I prefer the my mother 

rather than to the my father 

because the my father is a bit 

angry…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

9. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…we stayed with I Cousin at 

the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

2 “…I Father come to home 

farming not necessarily 

sometimes depend on the 

weather. I love to go to the 

garden and take the pineapple 

to eat with I father…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

3 “…I parent said to stop this 

hobby because this hobby is 

danger…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

4 “…I‟m very proud of I 

body…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

5 “…on the next day, my and my 

family went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous for 

shopping places…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

 

 

 



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

6  

 

 

 

 

 

11. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…at the first time, my was 

nervous and scared but with 

the talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

7 “…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. My 

love to watch Naruto …” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

8 “…my felt so happy when my 

family said that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

9 “…I often make a model and 

my can enjoy my cooking …” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

10 “…my like drawing from 

junior high school…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

11 “…when my already had 

enough worm, I brought I to 

my father…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

12  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my have fans football club 

in Indonesia is Sriwijaya FC, 

if from euro I like FC 

Barcelona…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

13 “…my like to read about 

religion. My like to read the 

hadist of hadist Al-Qur‟an…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

14 “…I was very afraid of the 

water, but my friend told I do 

not be afraid…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

15 “…cooking can help I focus on 

my issue…”  

Ignorance of rules restriction    

16 “…reading enables I to learn 

about so many things that I did 

not know…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

17 “…when I was in junior high 

school, my father invite I go to 

fishing…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

18  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I always training because 

training make I zero to 

hero…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

19 “…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, he is good 

mother, he is tall, he has 

brown skin and short hair and 

he is hard worker…” 

Overgeneralization     

20 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, he likes to give a 

delicious chicken soup …” 

Overgeneralization     

21 “…my grandmother is a little 

fat, short hair and straight. He 

likes to give me money …” 

Overgeneralization     

22 “…I have mother, my mother 

is Arika Aspranevi, he is tall, 

beautiful, smart and 

diligent…” 

Overgeneralization     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my mother work at junior 

high school number ten 

Prabumulih, he is a teacher...” 

Overgeneralization     

24 “…my mother like cooking, he 

is like to cook rendang …” 

Overgeneralization     

25 “…my mother is everything 

and I very love him…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction     

26 “…I love to drink black coffee 

with father and I love to cook 

everything for he…” 

Overgeneralization     

27 “…I very like he, because he is 

my friend at home. I very love 

he and I very love my 

family…” 

Overgeneralization     

28 “…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. She hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

29  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice,” she has 

characteristics features of fat, 

white, curly hair, and high. 

She is very happy ….” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

30 “…I like reading novels, story 

books Ø my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the most 

important thing and the best 

thing for we was to get a good 

score…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

31 “…I learn about the strange 

thing in the world that we had, 

such as human achievement, 

gigantic whales and other 

things of your world…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

32  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…and then, my second cat 

was Ocimaru. I give this name 

to him because I want my cat 

clever as a snake and in fact it 

is true…” 

Overgeneralization     

33 “…she taught me that to make 

delicious food we do not need 

to add a lot of seasoning, as 

long as we could put it 

together in the right amount of 

them….” 

Overgeneralization    

34 “…in the first morning we 

were still too tired after a long 

trip from Semarang to 

Yogyakarta, so our decided to 

stay at home …” 

False concept hypothesis     

35 “…on the second day, our 

went to Malioboro street…” 

False concept hypothesis     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

36  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…Yogyakarta turned out to 

be very warm during the day 

because of that, our decided to 

spend more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

False concept hypothesis    

37 “…my father parked the 

motorcycle under the tree. His 

asked me to collect some dry 

wood and dry grass …” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

38 “…and my second cat has a 

lot of problems on his body…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

39 “…my father has a body that 

is not too high, her skin is 

white, her nose is flat, and her 

hair is curly…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

40 “…but we need a teacher or 

coach who can coordinate his 

team…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

41  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…cats were name Caca 

Andika and Ochimaru. The 

name Caca was given by my 

mother because she is black 

like artist Caca Andika. If my 

cat Caca, she is almost old…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

42 “…but by walking time I so 

hate the darkness because he 

is all just a beautiful lie…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

43 “…my favorite movie is 

monster.inc because it is 

funny, the characters are 

colorful and he has a good 

story…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

44 “…comel has a slightly 

strange body shape because he 

has short legs, Comel has a 

body that is brown …”  

Overgeneralization     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

45  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

“…now Comel is one year old 

and he wants to get married 

but he has not found his 

partner and my second cat has 

a lot of problems on his body 

he has a very tall and thin 

body because he has a fungal 

disease…” 

Overgeneralization    

46 “…when Ø already had 

enough worms, I brought he to 

my father and we went straight 

to the river...” 

Overgeneralization    

47 “…cooking would give me 

great pleasure. Especially if 

me can managed to make 

recipes and received any 

positives comments about my 

foods…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

48  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…we talk and tell stories 

about our lives. When me get 

away from home…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

49 “…my hobby is eating what 

me cook…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

50 “…I like drawing from junior 

high school. This hobby is 

when me still children…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

51 “…me like this hobby because 

by painting me can pour all my 

imagination through a small 

scratch from a pencil into an 

empty white paper…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

52 “…when I stay at home, me 

often increase my 

knowledge...” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

53 “…football is my hobby from 

me was kid…”   

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

54  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…my mom is an excellent 

cook, and I learn from she…” 

False concept hypothesis    

55 “…they will keep the result of 

my picture as they 

memories…” 

False concept hypothesis    

56 “…Sully and Mike are 

roommates, they job is to scare 

the kids…” 

False concept hypothesis    

57 “…drawing at bored time 

really makes us happy, I often 

do when I am bored…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

58 “…my brother is 7 years old, 

he hobby is eat...” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

59 “…my father name is Mulia, 

he job is farmer…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

60 “…my brother so scary 

because he has big body and 

he body is fat….” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

61  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

“…I think he weight is 85 

kg…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

62 “…my brother name is 

Michael sihombing and now 

he school is in UNSRI…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

63 “…he hobby is watching TV… Ignorance of rule restriction    

64 “…my hobby is cooking. 

Because it can make what we 

have not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

65 “…we went there two days 

after me sister‟s graduation 

ceremony in Semarang….” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

66 “…I walk around with me 

sister…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

67 “…me cats name is Comel and 

Pompom…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

68 “….that‟s all me short story”. Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

69  

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I ever followed football 

tournament and we as the 

winner…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

70 “…we got the first rank and I 

very happy because many 

people support our team…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

71   “…and I have two brothers, 

he is Rahmat and Prasetyo. He 

is tall, handsome and good…” 

  Ignorance of rule restriction    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.2 Error on the Use 

of Comparative 

Reference  

 

“…my mother is beautifuler 

than me, he is good 

mother…” 

Overgeneralization     

2 “…I have more high body 

than my parents…” 

Overgeneralization    

3 “….when I have more long 

space to kick the ball…” 

Overgeneralization    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.3 Error on the 

Use of Causal 

Conjunction 

 

“…open facebook, whatsapp, 

instagram, youtube, google, 

bbm, line, camer and watch 

film so I very love my family, 

which is everything for me, it 

was my little family even 

though…”. 

Overgeneralization    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1 12. MISORDERING 

4.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference 

“…realized we that 

Yogyakarta turned out to be 

very warm during the day…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction     

 

 

 

 

Palembang,        Oktober 2018 

                      Rater 1  

 

 

                          Janita Norena, S.Pd., M.Pd 



 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

CODER CONSULTATION FORM 

Sources of Error 

RATER 2 

 

I. Classification of Error 

This study aimed to find out the sources of errors in the first grade 

students‟ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih in academic year 2018/2019. 

This research used sources of grammatical cohesion errors proposed by Richards 

(1980). There are two sources of errors they are, interlingual error and 

intralingual error.  

1. Interlingual is a significant source of error for all learners which cause 

by the interference from mother tongue or students‟ first language.  

2. Intralingual is the resulted from faulty or partial learning of the target 

language rather than language transfer. There are four sources of 

interlingual factors, namely: 

2.1 Overgeneralization  

Overgeneralization means that the learner creates a deviant structure on 

the basis of his experience of other structures in the target language, for 

example, “She will tries”. The learner knows “she plays, she wears, she 

sings, etc”. but for using –s after the modal auxiliary is prohibited. The 

learners over generalize the rule of suffix –s that only used after the third 

person in simple present tense. 

 2.2 Ignorance of Rule Restrictions  

Ignorance of rule restrictions means that the application of rules to 

context where they do not apply. An example is “He made me to rest” 



 

 

 

through extension of the pattern found with the majority of verb that take 

infinitival complements. The learner ignores the use of make which is 

actually not followed by to and a verb. Here, the learner can make another 

sentence like: “He asked/ wanted/ invited me to go”. 

2.3 Incomplete Application of the Rules  

Incomplete application of the rules means that a failure to fully develop 

a structure. The common teaching device used is question. Typically, they are 

used not to find out something, but as means of eliciting sentences. Thus, 

learners of L2 English have been observed to use declarative word order in 

question, “understand?” In place of interrogative word order “Have you 

understood?” Or “Do you understand?” This type of intralingual error 

corresponds to what is often referred to as an error of transitional competence. 

2.4 False Concept Hypothesized  

False concept hypothesized means that the source of errors arises when 

the learner does not fully comprehend a distinction in the target language. For 

example, the use of was as a marker of past tense in “One day it was 

happened”. The form is may be understood to be the corresponding marker 

of the present tense; “he is speaks French”. 

3. Identified Sentences 

Following table shows the identified sentences that I found from students‟ 

descriptive writing. I provide all of those sentences or phrases in the table below 

complete with the sources of errors. The errors are classified based on the sources 

of error from Richard (1980). Please, write right (V) or wrong (X) whether those 

sentences are identified as certain source of errors. 



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

4. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…on the first day…..went to 

culinary tour a dago street. 

there were a lot of culinary, 

raginang from sunda culinary 

up to europe culinary. all 

culinary very delicious and we 

are very happy…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

2 “…on the last day,…..went for a 

refreshing on Bandung zoo. At 

the Bandung zoo, we saw many 

types of animals…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

3 “…my hobby is swimming. 

Every holiday, saturday monday 

…..always swimming in the river 

and in swimming pool…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

4 “…when……still SMP. I‟m not 

very likes to swim…” 

Mother tongue     



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

5  

 

 

 

2. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…I was so bored when…..was 

alone, so I am amusing myself 

by drawing…” 

Mother tongue    

6 “…from this hobby,…..can help 

to provide knowledge to others 

and my parent proud of me…” 

Mother tongue    

7 “…in cooking, I often make a 

cake. The first time…..was 

interested in making a cake 

because…..saw my mother 

making a cake and…..tried to 

make it after the first 

time…..made. ….very interested 

to make it again…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

8 “…my hobby is extraculliculer 

lecture of religion……like it 

because my hobby can provide 

lighting to the crowd…” 

Incomplete application of rules  

 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

9  

 

 

 

 

 

4. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

“…sometimes my mother not 

cooking and I disappointed. 

Because….. like the food that is 

cook by my mother”. 

Incomplete application of rules    

10 “I have brother and 

now…..would like to tell about 

my brother...” 

Incomplete application of rules    

11 “…in hp…..like to play garden 

home spaces, candy blast, 

subway surf, and mobile 

legend…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

12 “…..really love football but I‟m 

not a very good football 

player…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

13 “…since SMP…..like to play 

basketball on holiday, I used to 

look for a new technique finger 

style in YouTube”. 

Incomplete application of rules  

 

   



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

14  

 

 

 

 

 

10. OMISSION 

1.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (I, me, 

we, he) 

 

 

 

“…because of that…..really love 

basketball and I started playing 

basketball with my friends…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

15 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, she likes to give…..a 

delicious chicken soup and I eat 

until full...” 

Mother tongue    

16 “…this movie makes…..feel 

happy and I was laughing…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

17 “…..spent the rest of our week 

in Yogyakarta …” 

Incomplete application of rules    

18 “…If we make a team and there 

is agreement of the player, 

…..want to join the race of 

basketball in Prabumulih…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

19 “….Sully is a man like kingkong 

or gorilla. ….. has a big teeth 

and a lot of fur…” 

Mother tongue    



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

13. OMISSION 

1.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (there, 

the) 

 

“….in Bandung zoo, are animals 

like bears, dragons, elephants, 

tigers, deer, camels, zebra and 

anymore…” 

Mother tongue    

2 “…I try with my effort and 

prayer, and in end our gym 

teacher agreed that the practice 

will be done…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

3 “in end I can get the highest score 

from my friend…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

4 “…I love darkness, because in 

dark no one knows my sadness…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

5 “…in dark I like having my own 

world that other people can not 

bother…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

6 “…my hobby can provide lighting 

to the crowd, at first I just saw a 

video. video which contains about 

religion then I try to tausiah,…” 

Incomplete application of rules    



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…my hobby is swimming, 

every holiday, saturday monday 

I always swimming in the 

river…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

2 “…I was interested this hobby 

started from I was a kid, I like 

reading novels story books…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

3 “…drawing is cool very fun…” Incomplete application of rules    

4 “…he is tall, handsome, 

diligent…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

5 “…my favorite player footballs 

are Cristiano Ronaldo, Leonal 

Messi, Neymar Jr, Mohammed 

Salah…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

6 “…monster.inc characters are 

Sully, Mike, Boo, Randal…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

7 “…I follow the race 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Incomplete application of rules    



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

8 1. OMISSION 

1.3 Error on the 

Use of Additive 

Conjunction 

(and) 

“…I love writing for example 

writing a beautiful words, like 

pearl word, love word…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

9 “…I like to read a short story 

like dongeng, cartoon…” 

Incomplete application of rules    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

14. ADDITION 

2.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference (its, it) 

“…from my picture usually I 

display in the room and 

sometimes I also give my 

drawing its to my sister and my 

friend…” 

Mother tongue     

2 “…there are many competitions 

including the tausiah, because 

tausiah it is my hobby so, I 

follow the competition…” 

Mother tongue    

3 “…I follow the tausiah it 

alhamdulliah I win…” 

Mother tongue    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error 

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

11. ADDITION 

2.2 Error on the 

Use of 

Demonstrative 

Reference (the) 

“…my grandmother and my 

grandfather from the my mother 

is already gone…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

2 “…my grandfather has no tale 

according to the my mother 

story he is not too old…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

3 “…I prefer the my mother 

rather than to the my father 

because the my father is a bit 

angry…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

12. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…we stayed with I Cousin at 

the Ciumbule, in Bandung 

city…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

2 “…I Father come to home 

farming not necessarily 

sometimes depend on the 

weather. I love to go to the 

garden and take the pineapple 

to eat with I father…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

3 “…I parent said to stop this 

hobby because this hobby is 

danger…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

4 “…I‟m very proud of I 

body…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

5 “…on the next day, my and my 

family went for shopping. 

Bandung is famous for 

shopping places…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

 

 

 



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

6  

 

 

 

 

 

15. MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…at the first time, my was 

nervous and scared but with 

the talk of my parents and 

friends, I excited to 

practice…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

7 “…my really like anime 

because Naruto movie. My 

love to watch Naruto …” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

8 “…my felt so happy when my 

family said that the food that I 

cook was delicious…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

9 “…I often make a model and 

my can enjoy my cooking …” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

10 “…my like drawing from 

junior high school…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

11 “…when my already had 

enough worm, I brought I to 

my father…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

12  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my have fans football club 

in Indonesia is Sriwijaya FC, 

if from euro I like FC 

Barcelona…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

13 “…my like to read about 

religion. My like to read the 

hadist of hadist Al-Qur‟an…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

14 “…I was very afraid of the 

water, but my friend told I do 

not be afraid…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

15 “…cooking can help I focus on 

my issue…”  

Ignorance of rules restriction    

16 “…reading enables I to learn 

about so many things that I did 

not know…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

17 “…when I was in junior high 

school, my father invite I go to 

fishing…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

18  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I always training because 

training make I zero to 

hero…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

19 “…my mother is more 

beautiful than me, he is good 

mother, he is tall, he has 

brown skin and short hair and 

he is hard worker…” 

Overgeneralization     

20 “…my grandmother is very 

good cook, he likes to give a 

delicious chicken soup …” 

Overgeneralization     

21 “…my grandmother is a little 

fat, short hair and straight. He 

likes to give me money …” 

Overgeneralization     

22 “…I have mother, my mother 

is Arika Aspranevi, he is tall, 

beautiful, smart and 

diligent…” 

Overgeneralization     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…my mother work at junior 

high school number ten 

Prabumulih, he is a teacher...” 

Overgeneralization     

24 “…my mother like cooking, he 

is like to cook rendang …” 

Overgeneralization     

25 “…my mother is everything 

and I very love him…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction     

26 “…I love to drink black coffee 

with father and I love to cook 

everything for he…” 

Overgeneralization     

27 “…I very like he, because he is 

my friend at home. I very love 

he and I very love my 

family…” 

Overgeneralization     

28 “…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. She hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

29  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I have a cousin Ø name is 

M. Eko Setiwan. Ø hobby is 

cooking especially cooking 

spicy fried rice,” she has 

characteristics features of fat, 

white, curly hair, and high. 

She is very happy ….” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

30 “…I like reading novels, story 

books Ø my parents didn‟t like 

that. They thought the most 

important thing and the best 

thing for we was to get a good 

score…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

31 “…I learn about the strange 

thing in the world that we had, 

such as human achievement, 

gigantic whales and other 

things of your world…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

32  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…and then, my second cat 

was Ocimaru. I give this name 

to him because I want my cat 

clever as a snake and in fact it 

is true…” 

Overgeneralization     

33 “…she taught me that to make 

delicious food we do not need 

to add a lot of seasoning, as 

long as we could put it 

together in the right amount of 

them….” 

Overgeneralization    

34 “…in the first morning we 

were still too tired after a long 

trip from Semarang to 

Yogyakarta, so our decided to 

stay at home …” 

False concept hypothesis     

35 “…on the second day, our 

went to Malioboro street…” 

False concept hypothesis     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

36  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…Yogyakarta turned out to 

be very warm during the day 

because of that, our decided to 

spend more time in Garuda 

airline…” 

False concept hypothesis    

37 “…my father parked the 

motorcycle under the tree. His 

asked me to collect some dry 

wood and dry grass …” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

38 “…and my second cat has a 

lot of problems on his body…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

39 “…my father has a body that 

is not too high, her skin is 

white, her nose is flat, and her 

hair is curly…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

40 “…but we need a teacher or 

coach who can coordinate his 

team…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

41  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…cats were name Caca 

Andika and Ochimaru. The 

name Caca was given by my 

mother because she is black 

like artist Caca Andika. If my 

cat Caca, she is almost old…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

42 “…but by walking time I so 

hate the darkness because he 

is all just a beautiful lie…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

43 “…my favorite movie is 

monster.inc because it is 

funny, the characters are 

colorful and he has a good 

story…” 

Ignorance of rules restriction    

44 “…comel has a slightly 

strange body shape because he 

has short legs, Comel has a 

body that is brown …”  

Overgeneralization     



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

45  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

“…now Comel is one year old 

and he wants to get married 

but he has not found his 

partner and my second cat has 

a lot of problems on his body 

he has a very tall and thin 

body because he has a fungal 

disease…” 

Overgeneralization    

46 “…when Ø already had 

enough worms, I brought he to 

my father and we went straight 

to the river...” 

Overgeneralization    

47 “…cooking would give me 

great pleasure. Especially if 

me can managed to make 

recipes and received any 

positives comments about my 

foods…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

48  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…we talk and tell stories 

about our lives. When me get 

away from home…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

49 “…my hobby is eating what 

me cook…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

50 “…I like drawing from junior 

high school. This hobby is 

when me still children…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

51 “…me like this hobby because 

by painting me can pour all my 

imagination through a small 

scratch from a pencil into an 

empty white paper…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

52 “…when I stay at home, me 

often increase my 

knowledge...” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

53 “…football is my hobby from 

me was kid…”   

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

54  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…my mom is an excellent 

cook, and I learn from she…” 

False concept hypothesis    

55 “…they will keep the result of 

my picture as they 

memories…” 

False concept hypothesis    

56 “…Sully and Mike are 

roommates, they job is to scare 

the kids…” 

False concept hypothesis    

57 “…drawing at bored time 

really makes us happy, I often 

do when I am bored…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

58 “…my brother is 7 years old, 

he hobby is eat...” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

59 “…my father name is Mulia, 

he job is farmer…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

60 “…my brother so scary 

because he has big body and 

he body is fat….” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

61  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference  

 

 

“…I think he weight is 85 

kg…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

62 “…my brother name is 

Michael sihombing and now 

he school is in UNSRI…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

63 “…he hobby is watching TV… Ignorance of rule restriction    

64 “…my hobby is cooking. 

Because it can make what we 

have not been able to learn 

and can make it…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

65 “…we went there two days 

after me sister‟s graduation 

ceremony in Semarang….” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

66 “…I walk around with me 

sister…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

67 “…me cats name is Comel and 

Pompom…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

68 “….that‟s all me short story”. Ignorance of rule restriction    



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

69  

 

 

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.1 Error on the Use 

of Personal 

Reference 

“…I ever followed football 

tournament and we as the 

winner…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

70 “…we got the first rank and I 

very happy because many 

people support our team…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction    

71   “…and I have two brothers, 

he is Rahmat and Prasetyo. He 

is tall, handsome and good…” 

  Ignorance of rule restriction    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.2 Error on the Use 

of Comparative 

Reference  

 

“…my mother is beautifuler 

than me, he is good 

mother…” 

Overgeneralization     

2 “…I have more high body 

than my parents…” 

Overgeneralization    

3 “….when I have more long 

space to kick the ball…” 

Overgeneralization    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1  

3.  MISFORMATION 

3.3 Error on the 

Use of Causal 

Conjunction 

 

“…open facebook, whatsapp, 

instagram, youtube, google, 

bbm, line, camer and watch 

film so I very love my family, 

which is everything for me, it 

was my little family even 

though…”. 

Overgeneralization    

 

  



 

 

 

No Error  

Categorization 

Error Factor of Errors Correct Incorrect Comment 

1 16. MISORDERING 

4.1 Error on the 

Use of Personal 

Reference 

“…realized we that 

Yogyakarta turned out to be 

very warm during the day…” 

Ignorance of rule restriction     
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APPENDIX F 

The summarize of students‟ error in using grammatical cohesion 

(Table 5: Omission Error) 

No Error Categorization Type of Grammatical 

Cohesion Errors 

The Total of 

Occurrences 

1  

OMISSION 

Personal Reference 20 

2 Demonstrative Reference 7 

3 Additive Conjunction 9 

 TOTAL 36 

 

(Table 6: Addition Error) 

No Error Categorization Type of Grammatical 

Cohesion Errors 

The Total of 

Occurrences 

1 ADDITION Personal Reference 3 

2 Demonstrative Reference 3 

 TOTAL 6 

 

(Table 7: Misformation Error) 

No Error Categorization Type of Grammatical 

Cohesion Errors 

The Total of 

Occurrences 

1  

MISFORMATION 

Personal Reference 70 

2 Comparative Reference 3 

3 Causal Conjunction 1 

 TOTAL 74 

 

(Table 8: Misordering Error) 

No Error Categorization Type of Grammatical 

Cohesion Errors 

The Total of 

Occurrences 

1 MISORDERING Personal Reference 1 

 TOTAL 1 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


