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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the writer presents (1) background; (2) problem of study; (3) object of study; (4) significances of study; (5) hypotheses; and (6) criteria of testing the hypotheses.
A. Background

English is one of international languages in the world. It means that this language is used by most people in the world. People use it to communicate with other people from different background of culture. In addition, people use it as a means of understanding knowledge, science and technology.

In facing globalization era, English is one of international languages needed and used in communication with other countries. The use of English always develops together with the increasing of science and technology. English has to be mastered by all people to attend the development of science and technology.

English is one of foreign languages in Indonesia. It becomes the important subject in the national curriculum taught from elementary school to university. It is expected to give a good contribution in facing the globalization era. Therefore, English is taught in Indonesia. People usually learn English because for some reasons, in some ways, they want to be able to communicate in English. In learning English, the student should master four language skills. They are speaking, reading, listening and writing. Language skills are usually group as receptive skills: listening and reading, and productive skills: writing and speaking.

In teaching English as foreign language, Vocabulary is one of the language system components that is important to be learn. It players an important role in the four language skills. However, it is a common problem for some the students to complain about having trouble with how to improve vocabulary. If learner has enough vocabulary, they will able to understand the utterance which they listens, they will able to speak fluently, and they can understand the content of the text easily.

The importance of learning new vocabulary has encouraged language teachers of English today to move from passive learning to active learning, to find better ways of engaging students in the English learning process, because students need something fun and easy to access the vocabulary quickly when is required for used. By using the subject matter will be more interesting and teaching learning process can be more effective and efficient, therefore the learner can be achieved. 

To help drive active students in the class, the teacher need games to involve in teaching and learning process. Games in the school are sometimes viewed as an activity in which students can only get fun or amusement without anything they can learn from it, but games can also be used as one of educational aids in teaching. 

Teaching and learning process, the important thing is not only how much or how less teaching and learning are done in the classroom, but also how the students are active and fun learning process.

In preliminary study during teaching learning English activity at the third grade students of MIN 2 Palembang as the subject of research, the students at MIN 2 Palembang have low interest in learning English especially in vocabulary. Based on the observation in MIN 2 Palembang, the researcher found some problems in learning vocabulary, such as: the students were lazy to memorize vocabulary, and they got difficulties in understanding a text and comprehending the meaning of words in the text. The students often feel bored and tired because teaching learning process at the MIN 2 Palembang especially vocabulary is still conducted by applying monotonous method. 

One of the teaching strategy that can make the students motivated to learn English is using the suitable strategy such as games. Furthermore, Snowball is  model learner activities that give individuals the opportunity to view, and then combined in pairs, groups and the latter classically to get a view of the entire student in the classrooms (Uno and Nurdin Mohamad, 2013:102) and strategy is one of learning models that makes the students able to response the message from other students and send that message to their friends in a group. This model is amusing the students. So it makes the students wouldn’t bored and improve the students’ vocabulary. The researcher chooses snowball throwing strategy to improve students’ vocabulary because this strategy has some advantages. The advantages of snowball throwing strategy are: (1) this strategy can make the students more adroit and their ability about memorizing the English vocabulary is more increased because they learn in an enjoyable way, (2) fun in learning with snowball strategy brings real word context into the classroom and enhances students to use English in flexible communicative way, (3) It can make students relax and fun to study, (4) teaching learning process more attractive, (5) The teacher more easy to teach about the vocabulary.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested to conduct a research with the title: “Improving students’ vocabulary by using Snowball Throwing Strategy at The Third grade students of MIN 2 Palembang”
B. Problem of the study

Based on the background of the study, the writer determined the problem of the study that becomes the concern of the discussion. The problem is formulated in the following question:

“Is there any significant difference on students’ vocabulary achievement who are taught using snowball throwing and who are taught by using teacher's method?”
C. Objective of the study
The objective of this study is to find out whether or not there is any  significant differences of students’ vocabulary achievement taught using snowball throwing and teacher's method.
D. Significances of the study
This research is hoped to give meaningful knowledge both for theoretically and practically concerns. Theoretically, for the English teacher, this model can help the teacher to understand the way to handle the students in vocabulary achievement by using snowball throwing and it give contribution to successful teaching learning English especially in MIN 2 Palembang
 The researcher hopes this research is useful as an experience and can implement this model in English learning process, and for The Institution, It becomes a source of consideration for the official institutional policy as an effort to produce better outcomes especially to increase students’ vocabulary achievement. Practically, the teachers of English, this strategy motivates the teacher to teach better and better in order to find learning model to improve the students’ vocabulary, and for the students, this model motivates the students to study reading well and improves students’ knowledge in vocabulary.
E. Hypotheses

Based on the previous discussion, the hypotheses offers two choices of a research hypotheses. 

Ho : There is no significant difference on students’ vocabulary achievement who are taught using snowball throwing and those who are taught by using teacher's method at the Third grade students of MIN 2 Palembang.
Ha : There is a significant difference on students’ vocabulary who are taught using snowball throwing and those who are taught by using teacher's method at The Third grade students of MIN 2 Palembang.
F. Criteria of testing the hypotheses

Testing criteria of the hypotheses are as follows :

If t-obtained is higher than t-table, the null hypotheses (Ho) is rejected, and the alternative hypotheses (Ha) is accepted.

If t-obtained is lower than t-table, the null hypotheses (Ho) is accepted, and the alternative hypotheses (Ha) is rejected.


