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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Thischapterpresents:(1)backgroundofthestudy,(2)problemsofthe

study,(3)objectivesofthestudy,and(4)significanceofthestudy

1.1Background

Englishisaninternationallanguageintheworldthatmanypeopleuse

ittocommunicatebetweenonepersontoothers.Englishisnow usedand

taughtasaforeignlanguageinallaroundtheworld.Crystal(2003)states

thatEnglishlanguageisknownasaforeignlanguageafterfirstlanguageor

mothertonguethathasafunctiontocompleteit.Itcanbedonealthoughthe

peopledonotmeetupfacetofaceorjustthroughbymedia,forexample:

manypeoplecancommunicateabouttheirthoughtsandfeelingstoother

personeasilybyinternet.Gaol,Kadry,Taylor,andShenLi(2014)explainthat

Englishisemergingtobethegloballanguageespeciallyforbusinessand

somesectors.Forexample:politic,economic,etc.

InIndonesia,Englishisarequiredsubjectinthecurriculum ofschool.

SariandSaunexplainthatEnglishhasbecomeoneoftheimportantsubjects

thatexistintheschoolfrom juniorhighschooltoseniorhighschool(ascited

inZurnailah,2017,p.18).Inshort,Englishisnotonlyasaninternational

languageusedforcommunicationbetweenonepersontoothers,butalsoas

animportantsubjectthatmustbelearnedbystudentsinschools.
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TherearefourlanguageskillsinEnglish,andoneofthem isreading.

Readingisveryimportantforstudentsbecauseitcanimprovetheirown

knowlege.Kalmane(2012)explainsthatreadingisoneoffourlanguageskills

besideslistening,speaking,andwriting.Throughreading,studentscanget

newinformationaboutthingthatdoesnotknowyet,andtheycanunderstand,

comprehend,andthenapplyittodailylifetoaccessingotherscience.Taylor,

Graves,andBroek(2000)mentionthatreadingisoneofthemostuniquely

humancandoanditisallofcognitiveactivities.Thepurposeofreadingisto

learnfrom thetext,torecognizethedepictedfactsorevents,toconnectthem

toeachothers,backgroundknowledge,andtomemorizetheresultsoitcan

beusedlaterbythereader.ItissupportedbyKartawijaya(2017)whostates

thatreadingisanactiveprocess.Itinvolvesinterpretingpassagesoftext,not

justreceivingamessage.Thus,itislogicalthatreadingisthebasicwaysto

gettinginformation,becausewhenstudentshaveagoodcompetencein

readingEnglish,itwillhelpthem toobtainandenrichtheirknowledge.

Readersneedtoknow,understand,andcomprehendwhattheyreadto

gettheinformation.Comprehensionisneededbecauseitisawaytogetthe

goalofreading.Taylor,Graves,Broek(2000)mentionthatcomprehension

meansavarietyofthings.Itistheabilitytorecallatext,toanswerquestions

aboutcharacter’smotive,toextractthemes,tocritiquethestructure,orthe

combinationofit.OneofthefunctionsofcomprehendingEnglishtextin
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readingisaprocesstoconstructthemeaningofcontentoftext.Klinger

explainsthatreadingcomprehensionistheprocessofconstructingmeaning

thatincludeswordsintext,knowledge,andfluency(ascitedinSusiana,2016,

p.65).

Eventhoughreadingisveryimportant,manystudentshavedifficulties

orproblemsincomprehendingEnglishtexts.Theyhavelimitedvocabulary,

lackofknowledgeaboutthetext,donotknowthetypesofgrammarusedin

thetextandotherfactorsthatinfluencestheircomprehension.Tompkins

arguesthatsometimescomprehensiondifficultiesderivedfrom thestudent’s

limitedvocabularyknowledgeorlackoffluency(ascitedinWestwood,2003,

p.112).

While,CornoldiandOakhill(1996)explainthatalmostallschoolsinthe

worlddealthatthestudentshavedifficultiesinunderstandingawrittentext.

Inmanyinstances,whethertheyhaveagoodintellectualabilitiesornot,they

haveasuperficialabilitytocopetheirproblem withwrittentextsandtouse

languageappropriately.Moreover,somechildrencannotfindwhattheyread

in written texts.Theyare notable to comprehend the mostimportant

elementsortoconnectindifferentpartsoftexts,ortobeabletosearchout

thepiecesofinformationthattheyarelookingfor.ItsupportedbyPerfetti

andcolleagues(Perfetti,1985,Perfetti,1994,perfetti,Marron,andFoltz,1996)

whoarguesthatpoorcomprehensionmaybeaconsequenceofinadequate



4

processing,lackofknowledge,orsomecombinationofbothprocessingand

knowledge-basedweaknesses(ascitedinSnowling&Hulme,2005,p.253).

In addition,Balajthy and Lipa-Wade (2003)explains thatreading

difficultyisexperiencedbystudentsbecauseoftheirinabilitytorecognizeor

understand the meaning ofprinted words orsentences,strategies to

comprehensionareinefficientandinappropriate,andthestudentsbelieves

thatsayingwordswithoutunderstandingthecontentoftextissufficient.Itis

supportedbyVaughn,Bos,andSchumnexplainthatlearnerswhostruggleto

learninreadingareoftendiscouragedintheworldofschool,eventually

droppingoutwithoutmasteringthisbasicskill(ascitedinHlalethwa,2013,

p.16).Besidesthat,Klinger(2015)arguesthatthestudents’whohavepoor

comprehensionisoftenlessinterestedinreading,theirmotivationinreading

isoftenlow,theyprepareminimally,priortoreading,theyusefewstrategies

to theirlearning from text,and they have inadequate vocabulary and

backgroundknowledgewhichtoconnectandgetnewideasfrom learning.

Problemsinreadingcomprehensionwerealso experiencedbythe

studentsinMAN3Palembang,throughapreliminarystudyonMay24th,2018.

ItwasfoundoutthatthestudentshaddifficultiesincomprehendingEnglish

textsbecauseEnglishwasnottheirfirstlanguage.Accordingtotheteacher

who taughtEnglish subjectin MAN 3 Palembang.Many students had
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difficultyincomprehendingEnglishTexts.Theywere: first,studentswere

lackofbasicvocabulary.Second,studentswerelackofknowledgeaboutthe

textsitself.Third,studentsgotdifficultieswhentheyansweredthequestions

becausetheydidnotknowthecontentsoftexts,meaningoftexts,grammar

usedinthetexts.Fourth,studentsgotdifficultiesinfindingthemainidea

because they did notknow the message from the writer.Meanwhile,

accordingtothetwelfthgradestudentsinMAN3Palembang,thestudents

saidthattheyhadthedifficultiesbecauseofvocabularythattheydidnot

know,anditinfluencedtheircomprehensionofthecontentandmeaningof

textitself.Theywerealsoconfusedaboutthestructureofgrammarusedin

the text.Therefore,the researcherwould like to know more aboutthe

problemsordifficultiesthattheyfacedinreading.

There are some studies investigating students’ difficulties in

comprehendingEnglishtexts.First,thestudyconductedbyHidayati(2018).It

showedthatthestudentmostlygotdifficultiesinunderstandingvocabulary,

poormasteryofgrammar,thedifficultyinunderstandinglongsentences,lack

ofmedia learning,less supportfrom the family,lack ofknowledge of

strategiesinreadingcomprehension.AnotherstudycarriedoutbyZuhra

(2015)thatstudentsfaceddifficultiesbecausetheydidnotcomprehendthe

questionsthatwereasked.Thestudentsalsofacedthedifficultiesbecause

oftheirweaknessesinvocabularymastery.Grammaticalcomplexitywasalso
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areasonwhythestudentsfailedtoanswerthequestionscorrectly.Theyalso

revealed that they faced the difficulties in answering the reading

comprehensionquestionsbecausethetextsusedwerelong.From theresult

ofinterview,the researcherfound thatthe students had an inadequate

knowledgeofvocabularyandsentencestructurebuttheylackedknowledge

aboutdifferenttypesofreadingcomprehensionquestions.

The literature and previous research indicate thatmanystudents

experienced variousproblemsin comprehending English texts.However,

previousstudiesinvestigatedtheproblemsthroughqualitativemethodwhich

thestudents’answerswerelimited.Besides,thosestudieswereconductedto

studentsingeneralpublicschools.Therehasbeenlittleresearchexplorethe

problemsthroughtheparticipantsview tohavedeeperunderstandingand

doneinIslamicschool,suchasMadrasahAliyah.

Basedonthereasonsabove,Iam interestedinconductingresearch

entitled Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending English Texts: An

investigationatStateMadrasahAliyahinPalembang

1.2 ProblemsoftheStudy

1.Whatwerethestudents’difficultiesincomprehendingEnglishTexts

atStateMadrasahAliyahinPalembang?

2.What were the factors causing the students’difficulties in



7

comprehending English Texts at State Madrasah Aliyah in

Palembang?

1.3 ObjectivesoftheStudy

1.Toexplorethestudents’difficultiesincomprehendingEnglishTexts

atStateMadrasahAliyahinPalembang.

2.To explore the factors causing students’ difficulties in

comprehending English Texts at State Madrasah Aliyah in

Palembang

1.4 SignificancesoftheStudy

From thisstudy,itishopedthatthisstudywillgiveinsightabout

students’problemsrelatedtotheprocessofteachingandlearninginEnglish,

especiallyinEnglishReadingText.Thefollowingareadvantagesofthis

research.

1.Forstudents

Thisstudycanimprovestudents’abilityinreadingcomprehension,and

alsocanbeasolutiontosolvetheirdifficultiesincomprehendingEnglish

textscausedbysomefactors,suchas:grammar,vocabulary,etc.
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2.Forteachers

After knowing the students’problems and their difficulties in

comprehendingEnglishtextsthisstudyhopedcanbeareferencetoimprove

teacher’smethod inteaching and learning process,and canchoosethe

appropriate teaching method based on their students’problem and

difficultiesincomprehendingEnglishtexts.

3.ForResearcher

Thisstudyisexpectedtoenrichtheinformationaboutthestudents’

difficultiesincomprehendingEnglishtextsinteachingandlearningprocess.

4.Forotherresearchers

Thisresearchisexpectedtobeabletohelptheotherresearcherswho

willconductresearch atthesamesubjectasasourceofmaterialand

referenceforthefuturestudies.


