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Students’DifficultiesinComprehendingEnglishTexts:AnInvestigationat

StateMadrasahAliyahinPalembang

ReniOktafia(12250111)

ABSTRACT

Thisstudywasconducted to find outthestudents’difficultiesin

comprehendingEnglishtextsandthefactorscausingstudents’difficultiesin

comprehending English texts.The participants ofthis study were the

studentsofMAN3Palembang.Inthisstudy,Ichosetheparticipantsbyusing

purposefulsampling.Therewere28twelfthgradestudentsselectedbased

ontheteacher’sinformationandstudents’score.Inthisresearch,Iused

qualitativestudywithcasestudydesign.Datacollectiontechniqueusedin

thisresearchwasinterview.From theanalysisofinterview,Ifoundthatthe

students’difficulties were new vocabularies,lack ofvocabularies,and

vocabulariesusedintextsweretoohigh.Besides,thestudentsalsohad

difficultyininterpretingthemeaningofwords,didnotunderstandaboutverb,

adjective,grammar,andtenses.Furthermore,theywerealsoconfusedto

understand the texts were too long.They could notcomprehend the

sentences.Moreover,theygotdifficultiestomemorizethecontentoftexts

anddidnotknow how toread.Inaddition,theyalsogotcomplicated,dizzy

andsometimesitmixedupwithfrustrationwhentheygotdifficultiesin

comprehendingEnglishtexts.Intheaspectsofreadingcomprehension,I

foundthatthestudentshaddifficultyinidentifyingthemainidea,identifying

supporting details,finding the meaning of words in English texts,

distinguishing between factand opinion,making logicalinferences,and

summarizingonthepassageofreadingtext.Meanwhile,thefactorscausing

students’difficultieswerelimitedvocabulariesknowledge,lackoffluency,

lackfamiliaritywiththesubjectmatter,difficultylevelofthetext,weakverbal

reasoning,problemsinprocessinginformation,andproblemsinrecalling

informationafterreading.Therefore,Ihopedthattheteacherscanfindnew

methodsorstrategiestohelpthestudentsincomprehendingEnglishtexts.

Keyword:students’difficulties,thefactorscausingstudents’difficulties,
readingcomprehension



2


