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Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending English Texts: An Investigation at
State Madrasah Aliyah in Palembang

Reni Oktafia (12250111)
ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to find out the students’ difficulties in
comprehending English texts and the factors causing students’ difficulties in
comprehending English texts. The participants of this study were the
students of MAN 3 Palembang. In this study, | chose the participants by using
purposeful sampling. There were 28 twelfth grade students selected based
on the teacher’s information and students’ score. In this research, | used
qualitative study with case study design. Data collection technique used in
this research was interview. From the analysis of interview, | found that the
students’ difficulties were new vocabularies, lack of vocabularies, and
vocabularies used in texts were too high. Besides, the students also had
difficulty in interpreting the meaning of words, did not understand about verb,
adjective, grammar, and tenses. Furthermore, they were also confused to
understand the texts were too long. They could not comprehend the
sentences. Moreover, they got difficulties to memorize the content of texts
and did not know how to read. In addition, they also got complicated, dizzy
and sometimes it mixed up with frustration when they got difficulties in
comprehending English texts. In the aspects of reading comprehension, |
found that the students had difficulty in identifying the main idea, identifying
supporting details, finding the meaning of words in English texts,
distinguishing between fact and opinion, making logical inferences, and
summarizing on the passage of reading text. Meanwhile, the factors causing
students’ difficulties were limited vocabularies knowledge, lack of fluency,
lack familiarity with the subject matter, difficulty level of the text, weak verbal
reasoning, problems in processing information, and problems in recalling
information after reading. Therefore, | hoped that the teachers can find new
methods or strategies to help the students in comprehending English texts.

Key word: students’ difficulties, the factors causing students’ difficulties,
reading comprehension






