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An Analysis of Grammatical Cohesion Errors in the First Grade Students’
Descriptive Writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih

ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were (1) to describe the types of grammatical cohesion
error, (2) to find out the dominant type of grammatical cohesion error, and (3) to
find out the factors influencing the grammatical cohesion error in the first grade
students’ descriptive writing at SMAN 6 Prabumulih. The design of this research
was qualitative study by using errors analysis procedure. The descriptive writing
written by twenty five students in the first grade students of SMAN 6 Prabumulih
were analyzed by using error classification by Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982).
This study revealed that (1) the students contributed the four types of errors in
using grammatical cohesion, namely omission, addition, misformation, and
misordering, (2) the dominant type of errors was misformation, and (3) the
identified sources as factors which causes the students’ errors in using
grammatical cohesion were interlingual and intralingual factors. In interlingual
factor, the students’ errors were caused by the interference of mother tongue.
Besides, in intralingual factor, the students’ errors were caused by
overgeneralization, incomplete application of rules, ignorance of rule restriction
and false concept hypothesized.

Keywords: error analysis, error classification, grammatical cohesion
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