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CHAPTERI

Introduction

Thischapterpresents:(1)background,(2)researchproblems,(3)

researchobjectives,(4)significanceofthestudy

1.1Background

Plagiarism isaproblem thatoccursinbroadcirclesintheworld.

According to Coughlin,Ellery,El-Shinawietal.,and Henning etal.,

plagiarism inanacademiccontextisascholasticuntruthotherthan

fabricationandfalsificationandeventhisisaproblem throughoutthe

world(ascitedinMaimuna,etal.,2018,p.664).Plagiarism orsimply

cheatingisanunfavorableinthecurrentfieldofeducationalfield,range

from secondary school till university. According to Yasami and

Yarmohammadi(2014),indoingassignmentsandprojects,manystudents

are accused ofcommitting plagiarism.Itespeciallyoccurs in higher

education. From Jenaa,Sihotanga,and Ehrich,Howard,Mu,and

Bokosmatysaythatresearchofstudentandinstructors’perceptionsand

attitudetowardsplagiarism,expertshasrevealedthatitoftenhappens

becauseofthetheamountofsolidworkandinsufficientauthoringskills

(ascitedinMaimunaetal.,2018,p.665).

InMinisterofNationalEducationRegulation(2010)paragraph1,

article1,plagiarism isanactofquotingpartsoralloftheworkofanother

personintentionallyorunintentionallywithoutprovidinganappropriate

andadequatesourcetogetavalueforscientificwork.Itcanbeconcluded



thatplagiarism isanactofsomeonewhotakesanotherperson’sworkand

pretendedto behisorhers.However,plagiarism isacommoncase

amongstudents.

Plagiarism isrelatedtotheinternet.MundavaandChaudhuri(2007)

explainedthattherearemanythingsthatmightbeafactorinplagiarism:

notunderstand on whatismeantbyplagiaris,misndertanding about

collaboration, downloading images from the internet, incorrect

paraphrasingornotincludingsources,wantingtogetgoodgradeatany

cost,thepressureofwork,laziness,orrecognitionthateveryoneisdoingit,

and frustrated with the writing process varies.In addition,he also

explainedthatinternetisanotherfactorinplagiarism.

Internethasaroleinplagiarism thatgivingstudentsachancetofind

orbuyapaperfrom internetsuchasinwww-sites.Althoughttheinternet

isblamedfortheincreaseofplagiarism.Therearesomeotherfactorsthat

haveeffectsonplagiarism.Sikes(2009),saidthattwomorefactorsin

plagiarism:theshiftingofmoralvaluesonplagiarism behaviourandthe

pressureofacademicdemandsforpublication(ascitedinAhmadi,2014,

p.152).Otherreasons forthe increase ofplagiarism mentioned in

Kumaravadivelu(2003),respectingauthorityandlackofcriticalthinkingin

Asiansociaties(ascitedinAhmadi,2014,p.152).

Therearemanyofmedia,sourcesandwayscommonlyusedby

studentstoplagiarizeandcheat,suchascopyingfriends’writing,taking

quotesfrom theinternetwithoutincludingtheautors’nameorcopyingthe



textwithoutchangingitbyusingownwords.Thepresenceoftheinternet

makes iteasy to plagiarize.According to Sawar,Moin,and Jaben,

extraordinarydevelopmentsinthefieldofinformationandcommunication

technology,provide opportunities in research misconductspeciallyin

plagiarism (ascitedinMaimunah,etal.,2018,p.663).Itisalsoinformed

particularlybytheworkofAuerandKrupar(2001),Doro(2004),Mundava

and Chaundhuri (2007), Erkaya (2009), and Razera (2011), the

advancementoftechnologyandinternethasanimportantroleinthe

developmentofplagiarism amongstudents,wheretheinternetisthemost

commonmediainplagiarism amongstudents.

AfterIreadsomepreviousrelatedstudies,theplagiarism wasfound

increasinginnumbers.InMartin’sstudy(2018)from theARAnnualReport

providedataofthenumberoftheplagiarism anditwasfoundthatthe

numberofrecorded cases in 2015-2016 is low with a total14 and

increasingto42in2016-2017.IalsoreadsudentsthesisinStateIslamic

UniversityofRadenFatahPalembang,anddidaplagiarism testusing

onlineplagiarism checkerEdubirdie.Theresultofthetestindicatedthata

numberofthesisincludedinplagiarism.Therewereeighteenofthirty

theseshavescorebelow80whichmeansidentifiedasplagiarism.Itwas

basedonEnglisheducationdepartmentregulationofUIN RadenFatah

Palembang.

Therewerefourpreviousrelatedstudiesinthisresearch.First,the

resultfrom Doro’sstudy(2004).Thescreeningofthetwenty-fiveessays



indicatedthattherewereseveralreasonsforplagirism.Themostoften

reasonsofplagiarism includedshortentimeandminimizeefforts,and

unintentionalplagiarism.Second,Ahmadis’study (2014)showed that

plagiarism wasquitecommonintheIranianEFLcontextbecausevarious

typesofplagiarism usedbythestudents.Manystudentswerefoundnot

tohaveanegativeattitudetowardplagiarism.Theresultsalsoindicated

thatsomethingsplayedsignificantroleinplagiarism suchasacademic

level,age,and field ofstudy.Meanwhile,maritalstatus,gender,and

occupationalstatusdidnothaveasignificanteffectonplagiarism.

Third,Doro’s study(2004)which found thatin some cases the

Hungarian studentsbeing even stricter.Theresultsindicated general

negativeattitudetowardsplagiarism,exceptforcooperatingwithothers

on an assignmentand lifting smallsections from sources without

acknowledgingthem.Fourth,Erkaya’sstudy(2009)foundthatprevelent

causesofplagiarism werelackofstudentsawarenessaboutplagiarism,

lackofknowledgeaboutresearchwriting,students’lackofmotivation,

lackoffreedom toexpressopinions,andthenegativeattitudeofthe

instructorsandlowstudentsexpectations.

Itis importantto know the students’perspective on plagiarim.

AccordingtoGullifer(2013),therearebenefitsinunderstandingstudents’

perspecctivesonplagiarism todevelopsuccessfulstrategiestoimprove

academicintegrity,thuspreventplagiarism.ItissupportedbyTheWPA

(Writing Program Administrator)mentioned that understanding why



students plagiarize can help teachers determine how to reduce the

possibilityofstudentsplagiarism intheirclassrooms.Inaddition,knowing

thereasonsbehindplagiarism isalsoimportantforstudents,faculty,and

administratortodevelopapproacheslikewhatshouldbedonetoreduce

oreven eliminate plagiarism among students.So,Iam interested in

conductingaresearchaboutundergraduatestudents’viewsofplagiarism

entitled“Students’Plagiarism inanEFLContext:AnInvestigationofEFL

Undergraduate Students’View in UIN Raden Fatah Palembang”.This

researchonlytoinvestigatesstudents’view towardsplagiarizeinEFL

undergraduatecontextandreasonsbehindit.

1.2ResearchProblems

Basedonthebackground,theresearchproblemsareformulatedin

thefollowingquestions

1.WhatwastheEFLundergraduatestudents’unserstandingtowards

plagiarism atUINRadenFatahPalembang?

2.What were the EFL undergraduate students’ reasons behind

plagiarism committedbythem intheirowneducationalcontextatUIN

RadenFatahPalembang?

1.3ResearchObjectives

Basedontheresearchproblems,theaimsofthepresentstudyare:

1.To investigate EFL undergraduate students’ understanding of

plagiarism atUINRadenFatahPalembang.

2.Tofindoutwhatstudents’reasonsbehindplagiarism committedby



them intheirowneducationalcontextatUINRadenFatahPalembang.

1.4SignificanceoftheStudy

Ihopethisstudycanbeusefulforlecturers.Byknowingthestudents’

views ofplagiarism and the reasons behind itcan provide inputto

lecturersindevelopinggoodwaystogiveacorrectviewofplagiarism to

students,helplecturersinhandlingplagiarism casesintheirstudents,and

improvequalityofteaching.Thus,itcanmakestudentsavoidplagiarism.

Besidesthat,Ihopethatthisstudycanbringpositiveeffectstostudentsin

understandingaboutplagiarism thatplagiarism isabadactionandwill

haveanegativeimpact,suchaswillaffectlearningoutcomesorstudent

achievement.Andthisresearchisalsoexpectedtogiveanideathat

plagiarism isabigthingandwillgetbigsanctions.Thisstudyprovides

informationaboutstudents’viewonplagiarism.Ihopethatwiththisstudy

theinstitutionoruniversitycanimprovesupervisionandstrategiesto

avoid acts ofplagiarism among students and develop appropriate

strategiestopromoteacademicintegrity.Fornextobservers,Ihopethis

studywillinspirethenextresearcherstoconductfurtherstudieswiththe

sametheme.Theprocedureandtheresultofthisstudycanhelpthenext

observerseasytofindoutwhatthethingsthatmaybeneededtodointhe

nextstudieswiththesametheme.Therefore,thepurposeofthisstudy

generallyistoprovideawarenesstolecturers,institutionorstudyprogram,

andstudentsabouttheexistanceofplagiarism amongstudents,which

willfacilitatetodeterminewhichapproachcanbeimproved.




