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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents: (1) background; (2) problems of the study; (3) objectives of the 

study; and (4) significance of the study. 

 

1.1 Background 

Speaking is one of the most important skill in English that learners should 

master. Those who learn this language need to master this skill.  Egan (1999) believes that  

implication of speaking is crucial for second language learning. According to Gert and Hars 

(2008), speakers’ intention must be recognized to speech utterances and their intentions 

must be recognized by the receiver. Inside the classroom, speaking is the most important 

part of language.  

To have good speaking skill, students may encounter some difficulties. 

According to Ur (1996), there are some difficulty in speaking, and they are: (1) 

inhibition: students is worried about making mistakes, fearful of criticism, or simply 

shy; (2) nothing to say: students have no motivation to express themselves; (3) low or 

uneven participation: only one participant can talk in a time because the classes are large 

and the tendency of some learners to dominate, while others speak very little or not at 

all; and (4) mother-tongue use: learners who share the same mother tongue tend to use 

it because it is easier and also learners feel less exposed if they are speaking their mother 

tongue . 

The problems of student in speaking English are resulted from two causes. The 

first cause that makes the students difficult in speaking English is that the environment 



 
 

(outside the class) which does not support the students to speak English frequently. The 

second cause is the problem with English grammar (as cited in Novita, 2017, p. 11).  

During on my preliminary study, I interviewed one of the teachers at MTS 1 

Palembang. She revealed some problems in learning speaking. The students were very shy 

and were afraid of  practicing English in front of the class. The students had lack of 

vocabulary and also encountered difficulty in pronouncing the word. In addition, I found 

that the teachers just gave the material, explained, and gave example, and exercises which 

is the traditional strategy. It makes the students were bored and need much time to be able 

to master speaking English, especially in communication or conversation. Therefore, the 

teacher should have a different strategy that can be applied to the students to improve their 

speaking skill. 

Considering these problems, appropriate strategy for teaching speaking is 

needed, because a suitable strategy can help students improve their speaking. According to 

Alexandrzak (2011), teaching speaking in Indonesia isn’t easy. The teacher should make 

the process of the study more interactive and enjoyable. To overcome this problem, I 

appropriate the strategy can help students in speaking ability, called twins strategy 

Twins Strategy is suitable for teaching speaking. Sanchez (2007), states that the 

Twin Strategy is one of interactive games in the teaching and learning process of a foreign 

language. That is why they are generally used in an end-of-lesson activity to check 

students’ retention what they have learned. While playing, students have fun, relax, 

exercise, and tease their friends. Apart from having fun, students learn at the same time. 

According to Klippel (1985), Twins is a strategy that helps students when they are 

speaking. The students need to speak about their pictures as aim to speak and it is expected 

not to be stressful for them because they are given activity in a form of strategy and the 

teacher also can improve cooperation within partners.  



 
 

In relation to the explanation above, there have been many studies which used 

similar teaching strategy. Twins Game strategy is used by Khoiriah Fathul (2014), to help 

students to speak English well. Therefore, by using twins strategy it can give students an 

opportunity to stimulate the students for speaking ability. The result of this study showed 

that Lost Twins Game Strategy could help students speak more confidently and fluently.   

Twins Strategy also can be used to increase students and achievement in English 

conversation activity in English class as reported by Gustiara Reza (2017). The result of 

the study was that the implementation of Twins strategy increased student’s participation 

and achievement in English conversation in English class. 

In accordance to the explanation above, teaching speaking using Twins strategy 

is expected to solve problems faced in speaking class activities and make students speak 

more fluently and accurately in short period time. This strategy is appropriate for the 

eleventh grade students of MTS 1 Palembang because they had some basic English. 

Therefore, the use of Twins strategy to the eleventh grade student of MTS 1 Palembang 

in teaching speaking is investigated in this study. 

 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

Based on the background above the research problems is  formulated as follow 

: Is there any significant difference on the eighth-grade students’ speaking ability 

between who are in low, average, and high categories taught by using Twins Strategy 

and those who are not at MTS N 1 Palembang? 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

Based on the research problem of the study, the objectives of the study is to find 

out: whether or not there is a significant difference on the eighth-grade students’ 



 
 

speaking ability who are in low, average, and high categories taught by using Twins 

Strategy and those who are not at MTS N 1 Palembang. 

 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to give some positive contributions to the English 

language learning and will be beneficial for students, teachers, and for the writer.  

For the students the result of this study can motivate them to increase their 

interest in learning to speak English and hopefully will be useful for the students at 

MAN 2 Palembang to improve their speaking achievement.  

For the teacher, it will also help them in that school to apply this strategy when 

teaching speaking achievement and can prefer the suitable strategy in teaching 

English especially speaking skill.  

For me, the results of this study are also expected to increase the competence 

and my ability in teaching to become professional educator in the future. 

For the next reserachers, this study hopefully can be beneficial for the future 

researchers and they get the new information. Beside that, it can be used as  

reference in conducting future research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


